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Preface

*This history book is an update of the 75 th edition published in 2005. With
the completion of this history book, | have been associated with the FFA for
47 years. From the painted gree n hand as a freshman in Clyde Park High School

under the guidance of advisors Jim Lewis and Roger King to Professor of

Agricultural Education at Montana State University, it has been a wonderful

experience. The writing of this history has brought back lots of great
memories and stories. | hope my experiences have not filtered out information

that is important to others. If | have missed something that is important in

the history, please write it d own and get it to Jim Rose , State Advisor, so
it can be inclu ded in the 100 year history.

A special thanks to Bill Jimmerson who put together the video of the 75 years
of history. We hope you will use the DVD to remember and learn from our
past.

Thanks to Taylor Brown, Northern Broadcasting System, Shawn Fladager, KMON
radio in Great Falls for their efforts in making the public aware of Montana

FFA andthe 75 t anniversary, to Stockman Bank for their financial

contribution in developing the print by Don Graytak and making the history

publication possible. Thanks to Don Owen, who did his Masters Degree paper on

the History of Montana Agricultural Education, Marjorie Peura and Fanny

Gordon secretaries to the State FFA Advisor. Thanks to Leonard Lombardi for

his efforts in producing the Montana Fiftieth Anniversary, wh ich served as a
starting point for the 75 year history. And a special thanks to all those

who contributed pieces of history, or reviewed and edited the final drafts.

Just like a successful FFA Chapter, it takes the efforts of many to reach a

successful ¢ onclusion. Those individuals included in the development of this

publication include: Terry Wolfe, Chairman of the 75 th - Committee; Bev Tompers,
former FFA Executive Secretary; Bill Jimmerson, FFA State Advisor; Dane
Dugan, Tyler Wiltgen and Raylee St. Onge , FFA Foundation Development

Officers; Bob Anderson, FFA Alumni Secretary/Treasurer; David Hall, OPI Ag
Education Specialist; Marty Frick, Agricultural Education and Agricultural
Operations Technology; and Mike Cavey, former agriculture instructor. A
speci al thanks to my wife Connie who helped with the editing and review and
for the patience and understanding during this long process.

Van Shelhamer
Agricultural Education, Professor Emeritus

Editor

The forward of the 50 years of history follows, for witho ut the information
contained in the 50 th - Anniversary publication this edition would be

incomplete.

This history of the Montana Association of Future Farmers of America covers
the period from 1930, the year the Montana FFA Association received a state



chart er, to the present. There probably could not have been a better time for

the revision and publication of the Montana History than on the occasion of

Montana FFA's Golden Anniversary. We hope this history will serve as a
reminder to FFA's "Golden Past" and as solid foundation for an even brighter
future.

Reflecting on the history of the Montana Future Farmers of America over the

past fifty years, one can readily see the growth and accom plishments of
individuals and chapters within the Montana Association of FFA. The many
years of devoted service of FFA advisors have contri buted immeasurably to the

success of the FFA.

As one delves further into this history you will see the names of members

which represent the third generation of a family involvement in Mont ana FFA.
This family involvement and commitment to the ideals and principles of the

Future Farmers has contributed greatly to the stability of FFA for the past

fifty years.

Much of the credit for the history contained herein should go to Basil C.
Ashcratft, former state FFA advisor; Miss Marjorie Peura, former agriculture
education secretary, for the research and publication of the original

history, and to Mrs. Fanny Gordon, my secretary, for her hard work and
dedication to this publication.

Leonard Lombardi State
FFA Advisor

The 2004 - 05 State Officers receiving

the 75 t print from Don Graytak.

The print was unveiled at the 2005

State Convention. Print s were sold
by the Montana FFa Foundation. A
donation by Stockman Bank made it
possible to hire Don to p roduce the
print. Dave Phillips, former State

Officer and Fergus Country Extension

Agent chaired the print sub -
committee.
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The twelfth State
FFA Convention
assembled in the
gym at the
Gallatin County
High School on
April 30, 1941.

Montana
FFA
History

Do you like my FFA Jacket? Manson Bailey of
Glas gow was the h  igh individual in the 1937 State
FFA Livestock judging.

Wonder what we are up to? Look closely at the
back of our FFA Jackets, and notice the name of
the chapter is above the emblem. To learn who
suggested the change, read the history insi




FFA: 75 YEARS IN REVIEW

The accomplishments and awards that are listed in the 75 years of Montana FFA

History would not have occurred if it were not for many hardworking dedicated

teachers of agriculture a nd supportive families and communities. Agriculture
teachers have dedicated their lives to helping young people succeed in FFA

and in life. Their rewards have been watching young boys and girls wearing

the blue and gold develop into outstanding young adul ts and leaders. Also, it
is reassuring to see family names reappearing gene ration after generation
through out the 75 years. The values and skills learned while in FFA are

those same values that parents want their children to have. For family

support you need to look no further than the Andres family of Missoula, where

five members of the family became Montana State FFA Officers and one was a

State Officer in Wyoming. Or the Cascade community where winning a Career
Development Event became the expectation of the FFA Chapter.

Henry E. Robinson of Kalispell was the role model that many teachers tried to
follow. Henry taught vocational agriculture in Montana for 45 years. His

last 40 years were at Kalispell, where the Ag Center bears his name. The
Kalispell Ag Center is located on the former county poor farm that Henry and
the students turned into a productive 80 acre farm that is run and managed by
the Kalispell Chapter today.

When Henry was asked about his philosophy of teaching,
been sa id the God created all men equal. | am not sure of that statement. |

feel God gave every person something he can excel in, something he will be

happy in doing, something from which he can earn a living and derive a lot of

satisfaction. The Future Farmers of America has helped thousands to find

themselves and get a good start in a productive and rewarding life. 1 am

probably biased, but | feel vocational agriculture and FFA are one of the

best ways to develop leadership, citizenship, communication, establ ish credit

and other qualities that help young people get started
(September, 1981 Issue, Montana Future Farmer)

The first State Supervisor of Vocational Agricultural Education was M. J.

Abbey. He began as Supervisor in 1919 after ha ving served as Montana 4 - H Club
leader from 1916 - 19. Under his leadership the number of vocational
agriculture programs grew from nine in 1918 to twenty - six in 1929. He saw the

first set of state officers elected; Major Danzie, president, Dillon; Dallas
Ferry, vice president, Moccasin; Austin Sutton, secretary, Cascade; and Ralph
Price, treasure, Kalispell.

The first unofficial FFA Chapter in Montana was at Moccasin. The chapter was

organized in 1928 with the chapter constitution being adopted on January 9,

1929. However, after the state association was organized and local charters

issued, the Mocassin Chapter did not receive the No. 1 Chapter. The

president of the FFA was Basil Ashcraft, Maurice Zimmerman, vice - president,
and Orville Huchison, secretary. The instructor was Earnest DeAlton.

The first official Chartered FFA Chapter was started at Miles City under the
guidance of Harry Hoffman. He later was called the Dean of Montana Vocational
Agriculture. Mr. Hoffman came to Montana and took over the Vocati onal



Agriculture Department at Custer County High School in the fall of 1923 and
taught there until 1953. During his years at Miles City, four of his Future
Farmers became American Farmers and two held national offices. Harry

Hoffman, passed away at

Miles City on November 19, 1953.

On April 1st, 1930, the Montana Association of Future Farmers of America was
granted Charter Number 38 by the National Future Farmers of America

Organization. The charter

was signed by President Wade Turner and Executive

Secreta ry Henry C. Groseclose. The charter chapters were: Belt Valley, Belt;
Big Sandy; Big Timber; Gallatin, Bozeman; Browning; Cascade; Chinook; Teton,
Choteau; Conrad; Deer Lodge; Beaverhead, Dillon; Glasgow; Wheatland,

Harlowton; Highwood; Joplin; Flathead,

Manhattan; Custer, Miles

Kalispell; Fergus, Lewistown;
City; Missoula; Moccasin; Opheim; Simms; Broadwater,

Townsend; Aqua Expendo, Valier; and Whitehall. Most of the twenty - six
chapters adopted a program of work and carried out an FFA program which met

th e approval of the National Organization. J.E. Border, was instrumental in

bringing the | oosely organized 0Ag Clubso6 in to
America. He was the first State Advisor and served as the State advisor

until 1937. Herschel D. Hurd served as

State advisor for nine months, and was

replaced by A.W. Johnson in 1937.

It was at the third National Convention, 1930, that Leonard Eliason of Deer

Lodge was elected Monta

agricultural student before t

na's first American Farmer. Leonard was an outstanding
he Montana Association of FFA was organized, and

with the advent of the new organization did much to build it up in his own

chapter at Deer Lodge, in
Organization. He was the
next year was elevated to

An example of what early

the State Association and the National

first reporter of the Montana Association and the

president.

vocational agriculture supervised experience

projects were like is illustrated in the accomplishment of Raleigh Barlow. In

May, 1931, Raleigh Barlow of Simms, and five others, were award ed the State
Farmer degree. At that time, Raleigh owned two Holstein heifers and 26 pigs,

rented 11 acres of land for sugar beets, and had supervision of 103 acres of

land and livestock thereon. His total labor income from his projects amounted

to $2,640.0 0, and investments in livestock and other assets totaled

$1,955.00. That fall, Raleigh was elevated to American Farmer at the fourth

National FFA Convention.

Community involvement has always been a vital part of FFA. In 1932 -33,t

Deer Lodge Chapter was

responsible for a campaign directed against gophers.

They distributed poison grain at cost and offered prizes. The tails of 30,050
gophers were turned in during the three year campaign. Such gopher campaigns

|l asted into

the 196006s as manycenysagophertalar ned

Montana FFA members influence on the National FFA in the early years is

indicated by having five National officers between 1933 and 1957.

Montana FFA had their first national officer, Robert P. Stewart; Miles City
was electe dsecondvice - president. In 1942, Roy Dee Meyer, Fairfield was

elected fourth vice
the 4 t VP in 1943. Bill
president in 1948 and

- president. Bob Barthelmess, Miles City, was selected as
Michael, Jr., Billings was elected third v ice
Rogeric oPet ed MlasCCity svas elected vice

he

five

In 1933,

t

he



president in 1954, After those early years, it wasndt unt

Michael Stevenson, Hobson was elected secretary. The last National officer
from Montana  was Chase Rose from Shields Valley. Chase was selected as the
Centr al Region Vice - President in 2010

An example of the early influence is still present today. As the story is

recalled from Bill Jones, Dupuyer, who was the first Montana boy to be become

an agriculture teacher in 1937. The first FFA jackets had the town or chapter
above the emblem. At the National convention it was impossible to know where

those chapters or towns were located, so he and others introduced the

concepts of putting the state name above the emblem and the town or chapter

below the emblem.

On March 1, 1936, Mr. Lou Howard founded the Montana FFA Band with only ten

me mber s. Mr . Howardo6s | ast public appearance with the

1959 when he conducted the Montana FFA Band at the State FFA Leadership

Conference. For his years of dedication he was rewarded by the State
Association with a trip to the National FFA Convention. While at the

convention in Kansas City, Lou said, "This trip simply took all the linen off

the rose bushes. | can't begin to tell you what a wonderful vacation was

stag ed for me. After eighteen years of band work with the FFA band my dream

came true - atrip to Kansas City and the wonderful convention." Mr. Howard

al so recalled that, in 1889, when Montana was admitted

the bugle announcing the news when the governor's telegram from Helena
reached Butte. Then we fired a cannon.”

A State FFA Chorus was organized for the first time and was an important part
of the 1949 convention. The chorus was directed by Conrad Sandvig of Montana

State College. Since that time, the Montana FFA Chorus has made sporadic

appearances. In the 199006s both the chorus and band
Convention. The last appearance by the Band and Chorus is believed to be

1996.

Many current Career Development Events are organize d and conducted by the MSU

Collegiate FFA. A collegiate chapter of FFA was temporarily formed at Montana

State University in Bozeman. Plans were made for a permanent organization and

charter for 1938. Membership was opened to include all former FFA members and
majors in the Department of Agricultural Education. This group was to act as

an active intermediary between local FFA chapters and the State Association,

giving Montana FFA more publicity, acquaint incoming FFA members with

problems common to college frosh, and edit the Montana Future Farmer paper.

The Chapter did not succeed and went dormant in 1942. James Schultz,

President, reorganized the Collegiate FFA chapter in 1945.

Due to World War Il, the State FFA Convention was not held in 1945. The

State  Officers met and conducted the business of the Association. However,

FFA members were busy supporting the war effort by selling bonds during the

Sixth War Loan Drive. As a result, individual Future Farmers purchased

$27,137.20 worth of bonds, and sold $2 1,207.90 in bonds to other people in
the many communities throughout the state. The chapter purchasing the largest
amount of bonds was Medicine Lake, with Stanford second, Lewistown third, and
Kalispell fourth



As one of the Montana Association Charter Chap ters, Browning left a

historical mark on the early years. The 1946 State convention saw the

awarding of the first Montana Star Farmer award to Winslow Devereaux of

Browning. Winslow served as State fourth vice president in 1947 -48.1In 1952
Ron Norman of B rowning was also the Star State Farmer. Between 1946 and 1960,

Browning Chapter FFA members received the State Farmer Degree every year

except in 1955 and 1958.

In 1946 the Browning Chapter danced at the National Convention. Traveling

1,600 miles by bus fr om Browning to Kansas City, the Indian Future Farmers
from Browning took with them three tepees, tepee poles and price less Indian
costumes of many kinds. The large audience in the Municipal Audi torium, which

seated 16,000, was awed to silence throughout t he magnificent and impressive
Indian ceremony. To the tune of tom toms and Indian chanting, and with

spectacular lighting effects, colorful headdresses and costumes, the Browning

Indian Future Farmers went through a performance of giving thanks to the

"Gre at Spirit" for a plentiful supply of buffalo grass which would make the

buffalo fat.

In 1949, for the first time in the history of the Montana Association, our

state public speaking winner, Burton Bosch of Chinook, went on to win the
regional prepared spea king event. He went on to become the National FFA
Public Speaking winner. The topic of his speech was, "Foul, But You Can Eat
and Drink It," and it dealt with the growing problem of water pollution.

On November 1 - 3, 1951, officers from 58 chapters attende d the first state -
wide officers' training school held in Helena. Officer training changed from

a state wide event to District Leadership Schools. District Leadership

schools serve as an opportunity for State FFA officers to develop their

skills and to pa ss those skills onto the local chapter officers.

In 1953, the Browning Chapter was again invited by special request to take

part in the 25 th - National Convention anniversary celebration in Kansas City.

The delightful feature of the convention was the Buffa lo Grass Dance
performed by members of the Browning Chapter. Taking part in the dance were

Gordon Whitegrass, Kenneth Old Person, Joe Littlebull, Mike Little Dog, Wayne

Bear Medicine, Curtis Bullchild, Leo Kennerly, Jr., Gary Douglas, Leroy

Pepion, Bob Sti llIsmoking, Wilson Roy and Jim Hanson. They were accompanied to
Kansas City by their advisor, R. W. Harris, and school bus driver, Jim
Fisher.

In November, 1954, Orvin B. Fjare, former Future Farmer from Big Timber, was

elected to the United States Congress , representing Montana's second

congressional district. While no other Montana FFA member that has been

identified, has served in a Congressional or Governorship position, two

former State FFA Officers and agriculture teachers have served Congress in

other ways. Brain Cavey, who taught at Arlee and Fairfield became Senator Max

Baucus6s Chief of Staff. Clark Johnson, 1 ong
currently works for Senator Conrad Burns as Chief of Staff.

After twenty - four years as State Advisor of the Mo ntana Association, A. W.
Johnson retired on September 1, 1961. Mr. Johnson's career began in 1926 when

t
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he started teaching vocational agriculture at Choteau. He went to Deer Lodge

in 1928 and spent eleven years there building up one of the finest chapters

in the Nation. He was named State Supervisor of Vocational Agricultural

Education in 1937, and became the State Director of Vocational Education in

1950. Mr. Johnson passed away on November 27, 1970 and is buried in Deer

Lodge. The A. W. Johnson traveling Star Greenhand plaque was established in
his honor. Mr. Johnson was succeeded in 1961 by a native of Gallatin Gateway,

Montana, Max L. Amberson.

For a number of years the National Farm Film foundation created films of the

four FFA Star Farmers of America, one from each region. These films where

used extensively by many teachers to create the desire in all of their

students to achieve the coveted award of American Farmer Degree. Terry Wolfe

and Van Shelhamer both recall being inspired by watching and learn ing about
Henry Nagamori, Loma, Fort Benton Chapter and his farming operation which

earned him one of the four Stars as the Star Farmer of the Pacific Region in

1961. Dan Mizner of Deer Lodge also won that coveted award in 1939. In

1991, Randy Bogden, Ca scade was named the Western Region Star in Agribusiness

for his work in the family meat packing business. The most recent American
Star Finalist from Montana was Connor Rose from Shields Valley who earned
this distinction in the area of Agriculture Placeme ntin 2013.

One of the traditions that State FFA Officers
was serving as an usher at the State Fair night show and meeting the headline

performers. Being introduced on stage and sometimes participating in the show

was a grea texperience. FFA was a big part of the State Fair in Great Falls.

FFA had their own building to display their projects, there were contests in

livestock judging, soils judging and range judging. In addition, 32 glass

enclosed booths were around the outs ide of the Agriculture Building.

Chapters were paid $200 to put in a display. Much of the credit for the

State Fair involvement must be credited to Floyd Cranston, who was the first

Superintendent of the FFA exhibit and vocational agriculture teacher at Belt
High school for 40 years. The Billings fair also provided space for FFA

members to display their projects and compete in livestock judging.

Montana FFA has a connection to the Olympics. Lt. Lones Wigger, Jr., a

member of the Fort Benton FFA chapter f rom 1951 to 1955 won a gold and a

silver medal in small bore free rifle events at the 1964 Olympic games held

in Tokyo. In 2003, State Convention at tWwShaywpd s
gold metal winner, Rulon Gardner. Rulon was the 2000 Greco - Roman wres tler who

beat Australia Kerelin of Russia, who had gone unbeaten for 13 years in
international competition. Rulon was from Wyoming

In 196 5, those Montana FFA members who took the long train ride from Montana

to Minneapolis and then south on the Rock Islan d Rocket saw history in the
making. The New Farmers of America, the vocational agriculture student

organization for Blacks, was united with the Future Farmers of America.

Watching the exchange of jackets between the two National Presidents brought

tears to your eyes and pride to your soul. The New Farmers had many

similarities with the FFA. Their colors were black and gold and the cotton

1C
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boll was the center of their symbol rather than the cross - section of an ear
of corn.

During the 196006s meaiiriA mEBmbkrs serydd astchaperones to FFA

members on the train and airplane ride to the National convention in Kansas

City. The authoros first National FFA Convention was
with State FFA Advisor; Basil Ashcraft. During that period of time, local

chapters could send two FFA members with the State Association. Few Montana

teachers attended the convention with their FFA members unless they took a

team to compete in a National Career Development Events.

The first recorded international i nvolvement by Montana FFA was when Robert
Bold, State FFA Parliamentarian, 1968 - 69, made a twenty - one day study tour of
Europe. The group was composed of Future Farmers from various parts of the

United States. Countries visited included England, West and E ast Germany,
Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia and Austria. The following year Stan Matovich of

Columbus was selected for membership in the Musical Friendship Tour. He was

chosen as a result of his participation in the National FFA band. The group

toured Mexico.

In 1969, girls were officially admitted into the National FFA Organization

However, many girls across the country and in Montana had broken the barrier

and were enrolled in vocational agriculture and FFA on the local level. The

blue corduroy jacket was ado pted as official dress for girls. The jackets

were to be the same as for the boys except somewhat longer and tailored for

girls. Girls were also authorized to wear the same blue blazer as boys with

tailoring for style. The color and style of skirt or slack s were to be
decided by the individual member.

It is almost predictable that the State Star Greenhand will end up as a State

Officer. As an example, Cindy Klessens Luoma was the first female Star State

Greenhand in 1972. Cindy became the first female st ate officer in 1975 and
the first Montana trained female to become a teacher of Agricultural

Education in the State in 1979. A mention of Cindyds

Advisor Henry Haagenstad brings a glow to his face.

Cindy was not the first female agricul ture teacher in Montana. She was
preceded by Donna Berg, a Colorado State University graduate who started the
vocational agriculture program in Melstone in 1977. Together they paved the

way, which was not always easy in a male dominated profession, for ma ny other
females. In 2005, there are 24 females teaching in 75 Montana programs. It
wasndt until 1981 that Valerie Stevenson Carr became

Montana to earn her American FFA Degree.

The Montana FFA Alumni Association held an organizationa | meeting in
conjunction with the State Leadership Conference at a luncheon on April 8,

1971. George Larson, Miles City, was named chairman; Ross Massar, Sheridan,

vice chairman; Thomas D. Tietz, Bozeman, secretary - treasurer; Harold E.
Stepper, Rapelje, a nd Dan Lantis, Sheridan, were directors. The first annual
meeting of the National FFA Alumni Association was held at the 1972 National

FFA Convention in Kansas City. When the presentation of the state charters

was completed, forty states had chartered a St ate FFA Alumni Association.

11
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George Larson received the Montana state charter. Montana was the twelfth
state to receive a charter

Luther Lalum, vocational agriculture teacher at Flathead High School,

Kalispell, was elected President of the National Vocation al Agriculture
Teachers' Association at the 26th Annual Convention of the NVATA held in New

Orleans, Louisiana, December 6 - 11, 1974. Luke and his teaching partner Henry
Robinson had developed a FFA chapter that was recognized nationally. Ten

years earlier, the Flathead FFA Chapter had received the National Gold

Chapter Award twenty one straight times. They received a silver award in

1965, only to return to the Gold award in 1966. That started a string of

National Gold Chapter awards that stretched for a | ong time. Since the start
of the Star Chapter Awards in 1955 to 2005, the Kalispell Chapter has

received a Superior award every year except 1976 when it appears no

application was submitted. No other Montana Chapter is close to having that

level of achieve ment in the Chapter Awards program.

In 1974, Mr. James Schultz, who reorganized the Collegiate FFA, was one of

five teachers to receive The National Vocational Agricultural Teachers'
Association Agriculture Teacher Recognition Award . It was because of the
combined efforts of Taylor Brown and Mr. Schultz that Taylor was able to win

the 1974 National FFA Beef Production Award.

Mr. Schultz was one of the teachers that utilized the Flying Classroom, which

took vocational agriculture classes on flying trips of t heir local community

while studying soil conservation. About the flying classroom, Dean Robertson,

Malta said, "We accomplished more in today's two hours in the air than we

could have done during the day -l ong identification trip by car or
(1961). You might say this group of teachers and pilots started the idea of

remote sensing being used in Montana agriculture today.

The 198086s saw the adoption of a set rotation for the
The rotation adopted at the 1985 conventions was Great F alls, Bozeman,

Billings, Bozeman, and Great Falls. At the 1987 delegate session, the Meats

CDE was added to the Sweepstakes Contest. Two years later, 1989, the

del egates removed the word OFarmeré from the Montana F

America Constitution and replaced it with OFFA6. They also el i mi
State FFA Sweetheart and replaced it with the American Royal Ambassador

program.

The 19906s were filled with a number of | eadership cha
organization structure. In 1993 the quarterly ma gazine produced by the

Montana FFA was renamed. The name was changed from the Montana Future Farmer
to the Montana FFA Reporter. The Legend, a daily newspaper about activities

of the State convention was started by Lauri Wilcox Olson, a former state FFA

officer. Working with FFA members from various chapters interesting and

personal stories were written and included in the paper. The Conrad FFA

became the Chapter that provided the software and computer knowledge to

produce an excellent member newspaper.

The | ater 19908s and early 200006s saw a rapid increase
Career Development events (CDE). Also changed was the idea of all State

12



CDEds being held at the State Convention. Local <chapt
conduct a number ordtheGShte @itervsldetermined. In 1992, the

Sales and Service CDE, organized by Bill Jimmerson of Conrad and Wendy

McKamey of Cascade, was added and quickly became one of the more popular FFA

contests. In 1999, the Creed Speaking contest was added. | n 2002, the Ag
Issues CDE was conducted for the first time. In 2004 the Job Interview CDE
was added and Horse Evaluation was added in 2005. The Ag - Days Poster contest

has become the qualifying event for the National FFA Science Fair.

Todayds Col | eAydoesmany df the same activities as proposed when it

was organized in 1938. Collegiate FFA members work with State officers and

local chapters to produce the FFA Legend, organize and conduct State FFA

Career Development Events. In the 1970 -8008 s Co late m@mbers prepared all
of the district Career Development test and agronomy plant and soils samples.

State Convention is as much about competition as it is being selected as a

state officer. It is the final opportunity for FFA members to demonstrate

th eir knowledge and skills. One Agricultural Education Department stands out
when the number of individual and team Gold awards are examined. Cascade has
been the perennial power chapter. The records included in this history

reveal that Cascade has, at the State level, 119 Gold team awards and 96
individuals earning a gold award. The next closest chapter, Shields Valley

has 67 team gold awards, while i ndividuals from Flathead have 48 gold awards.
Most of the achievement of the Cascade FFA can be contribute d to Duane

Gebhardt, George Franko, and Frank LaLiberty. The community played an

important role in providing resources and opportunities for members to excel.

The community set high expectation for these members and they responded. On

winning the team swe epstakes, Agronomy and Livestock CDE®&s in
carrying the Chapters from Glacier District, was met at midnight in Wolf

Creek, and the Cascade FFA members where escorted to Cascade with sirens and

flashing lights of the fire and police force and ¢ ommunity members.

The competitive desire instilled by the Cascade teachers is carried on by Jim
Rose, a Cascade graduate. As the teacher at Shields Valley, Mr. Rose has the

chapter ranked second in terms of State gold awards in
competitivenes s exhibited by Duane Gebhardt likely came from his grandfather,
William 0Armydé Armstrong, who taught at Simms and Fair

his ability to win contests.

FFA is an intra - curricular part of the agricultural education curriculum. It

isnot anextra - curricular activity that occurs after school. Using an old

farm analogy, FFA is one leg of the three legged milk stool. The other two

legs are; 1) classroom and laboratory instruction and 2) supervised

agriculture experiences, commonly known as p rojects. The stability of the
stool is dependent on the strength of each leg.

To insure that the classroom and laboratory legs of the stool were solid, Max

Amberson and Doug Bishop, in the 1970 -8006s, |l ed the way into identify]
should be included in the Montana Agricultural Education curriculum for

secondary programs. Hundreds of interviews with agriculture producers and

agribusiness managers led to a list of competencies, skills, knowledge,

concepts and attitudes that should be taught. Untold hour s of labor by these
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two leaders and teachers led to thousands of pages of lessons plans that help

teachers in providing quality instruction so that FFA members could achieve

at a higher level. In 1990, a Carl D. Perkins grant from the Montana Office

of Pu blic instruction led to the creation of The Montana Leadership Council

for Montana Agricultural Education. Members of that Council were appointed

by the Montana Governor Stephens, and Superintendent of Public Instruction

Nancy Keenan. Leadership Council m embers were Duane Burkenpas, Belgrade,
Chairman, Warren Jones, Harlowton, Waine Milmine, Miles City. Misti Peterson,

State FFA President, Livingston, Toby Schule, Kalispell, Paul Stenerson,

Conrad with Van Shelhamer acting as Council Coordinator. The Counc il made 13
recommendations which brought about a number of changes.

The most visible change was the recommendation to change the name from

Vocational Agriculture to Agricultural Education, as the Council felt that

the term vocational was a stigma to recr uiting students into the program. A
second recommendation was that Agricultural Education be expanded into the

junior high school as many students were not being exposed to the

opportunities that existed in agriculture. They also recommended that

agricult  ural concepts should be taught in every K - 12 school in the state.
The recommendation of modernizing the Montana Agricultural Education

curriculum resulted in Van Shelhamer providing the leadership in updating and

adding new lessons to the Montana Agricult ural Education curriculum developed

by Amberson and Bishop. Utilizing the experience of Wayne Gilman, Dillon,

Randy Violet, Colstrip, Jim Rose, Shields Valley, Brad Ki ng Stevensville, and
Duane Gebh art a revised competency list was developed. The new com petency

list called for new or revised lesson plans, which were developed by
practicing teachers and distributed to Montana Agricultural Education
programs to insure that FFA members were receiving instruction on the latest
technological innovations.

As St ate FFA Advisor, Leonard Lombardi put FFA and Agricultural Education

first in his heart and mind, while receiving pressure from his administration

to spend more time on other tasks. Upon Leonardf6s ret
to change the role of State FFA Advisor was evident. Concerned over the loss

of leadership for FFA , an effort was mounted by the Montana Agricultural

Teachers Education Association and Van Shelhamer, acting State Agricultural

Education Specialist, to secure legislative resources to ¢ reate a half time
Executive FFA Secretary and to move the office of the Agricultural Education

Specialist to the Montana State University Campus. Thanks to the efforts of

Don Holland, Representative from Forsyth, Taylor Brown and other supporters,

the effo  rt was successful. In the fall of 1997, Dr. David Hall State FFA

advisor and Agricultural Education specialist and Sandra Thibault (Germann)

opened the new office on the second floor of Linfield Hall, Montana State

University. Part of the vision was to i ncrease the Montana FFA Foundation
resources to help support the FFA Executive Secretary. As a result the FFA

Foundation was officially incorporated and now has a part time Executive

Director. Two years after the legislative action, an additional legisla tive
allocation was made, creating a full time FFA Executive FFA Secretary.

In 2015 , Agricu ltural Education is taught in 89 public schools in Montana by
96 teach ers. FFA enrollmentis at 5,271 members, this dramatic increase is
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duemainy t o Mont ana déiBigndosaffiliate in 2014 . There are more
opportunities than ever for FFA members to participate in and gain new

knowledge and skills. There are communities wanting to add Agricultural

Education to their schools, even under tight school budgets. Th e biggest
challenge that seems to be facing Montana FFA is the recruitment of

individuals to become agriculture teachers. The challenges of working with

youth and the long hours required to be an effective teacher are barriers in

the recruitment of teache rs. However, the rewards and ability to change

peoplebds |ife with FFA are worthy of such a rewarding
Your participation in the 85t State Leadership conference is greatly

appreciated. You experienced the largest Montana FFA State Convention to be

held. There are more activities and Career Development Events going on than

ever before. The State Convention has almost out grown the capacity of any

facility in the state to house the convention. Eight state officers now

provide the leadership which was once provided by ten officers. The lighting

and technology side of the convention continues to grow as does the

enthusiasm and pride of FFA members. If you are impressed by the State

Convention, you should make the opportunity to participate in a National FFA
Convention, held in Louisville or Indianapolis, considering the year you

attend.

Van Shelhamer, Editor

Revised yearly by the Montana FFA Association
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Montana Top Ten Chapters by Various Categories (20 12)

Top 10 Chapters with State Degrees

Chapter Number
1. Flathead 296
2. Miles City 229
3. Shields Valley 201
4. Conrad 155
5. Huntley Project 148
6. Big Timber 146
7. Cascade 137
8. Red Lodge 132
9. Hinsdale 132
10. Fergus 128

Top Ten Gold Award Winning Chapters in Career Development Events

Chapter Number
1. Cascade 119
2 Shields Valley 67
3. Big Timber 56
4. Conrad 47
5. Flathead 46
6. Park 40
7. Missoula 40
8. Fergus 36
9. Fairfield 28
10. Hinsdale 20

Top Ten Gold Award Winning Individuals in Career Development Events

Chapter Number
1. Cascade 99
2. Flathead 48
3. Big Timber 48
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4. Conrad 42
5. Shields Valley 39
6. Park 36
7. Missoula 35
8. Fairfield 28
9. Fergus 24
10. Deer Lodge 20

Top Ten Chapters American Degrees

Chapter Number
1. Shields Valley 87
2. Miles City 64
3. Flathead 53
4. Park 44
5. Chinook 31
6. Conrad 31
7. Huntley Project 29
8. Cascade 25
9. Stevensville 24
10 Big Timber 23

Top Ten Chapters for Proficiency Awards Since 1980

Chapter Number
1. Shields Valley 51
2. Cascade 51
3. Flathead 47
4. Hobson 24
5. Park 23
6. Missoula 21
7. Conrad 18
8. Huntley Project 14
9. Columbus 12
10. Fergus 12
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MONTANA FFA HISTORY

The Future Farmers of America was organized in Montana in 1929 at the Annual
Livestock Judging Contest with Mr. M. J. Abbey, State Supervisor of

Vocatio nal Agricultural Education, as advisor. At this time, state officials

were elected and a tentative program was sent out to the various schools

teaching agriculture, asking each instructor to organize a chapter of the

Future Farmers of America to take the place of the Agricultural Club, which
was then in existence in all of the schools. The officers elected were:

Major Danzie, Dillon, president; Dallas Ferry, Moccasin, vice president;

Austin Sutton, Cascade, secretary; Ralph Price, Kalispell, treasurer. V ery
little information was available to assist the instructors in carrying out

this program, and resulted in no permanent organization during the school

year.

In the fall of 1929, Mr. J. E. Border succeeded Mr. M. J. Abbey as State

Super visor of Vocationa | Agricultural Education. His major objective that

first year was the organization of a 100% Future Farmer organization. During

the fall of 1929 and spring of 1930 he made personal visitations to all

schools receiving reimbursement under the Smith - Hughes Act and discussed with
the Agricultural Clubs the aims and objectives of the Future Farmer

organization. In all cases these groups agreed to adopt the constitution of

the National Organization.

On April 1st, 1930, the Montana Association of Future Farmers of America was
granted Charter No. 38 by the National Organization. The charter was signed

by President Wade Turner and Executive Secretary Henry C. Groseclose. The

charter chapters were: Belt Valley, Belt; Big Sandy; Big Timber: Gallatin,

Bozeman; Brown ing; Cascade; Chinook; Teton, Choteau; Conrad; Deer Lodge;
Beaverhead, Dillon; Glasgow; Wheatland, Harlowton; Highwood; Joplin;

Flathead, Kalispell; Fergus, Lewistown; Manhattan; Custer, Miles City;

Missoula; Moccasin; Opheim; Simms; Broadwater, Townsend; Aqua Expendo,
Valier; and Whitehall. Most of the twenty - six chapters adopted a program of
work and carried out an FFA program which met the approval of the National

Organization.

The first annual meeting of the Montana Association was held in the assembly
room of the Engineering Building, Montana State University (at that time,
Montana State College), Bozeman, April 30th, 1930, with delegates present
from all of the schools represented at the Annual Livestock Judging Contest.

At this time, ten members were elected to the State Farmer Degree: James

Staff, Chinook; Leonard Eliason and Jerry Ringtead, Deer Lodge; Dan

Pendergast and James Melton, Beaverhead at Dillon; Earl Fritz and William

DeYoung, Flathead at Kalispell, Garland Eaton and Wayne Monte, Miles Cit y;
and Harold Peterson, Polson. The officers of the year before were not

eligible for State Farmer Degrees, but were elected to the Honorary State

Farmer Degree, as they had served so well in getting the Montana Association

of FFA organized and chartered.
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1930-31

1931 was the first full year of life for the Montana Association of Future
Farmers of America. New chapters were installed, the Yellowstone Chapter at
Billings with Z. G. Hudgin as advisor, a chapter at Cardwell with William

Armstrong as advisor, and one at Denton with Ralph Cline as advisor. Although

active membership failed to increase, the chapters were put on a firmer base

with a total of twenty - nine chapters and 443 active members.

J. E. Border, state advisor, represented the association at t he 1930 National

FFA Convention in Kansas City. It was at this third National Convention that
Leonard Eliason of Deer Lodge was elected Montana's first American Farmer.
Leonard was an outstanding agricultural student before the Montana

Association of FFA was organized, and with the advent of the new organization
did much to build it up in his own chapter at Deer Lodge, in the State

Association and the National Organization. He was the first reporter of the

Montana Association and the next year was elevated to president.

After graduation from high school he continued his education at Montana State
University in Agricultural Economics, graduating in the class of 1936. He had

an outstanding record in both scholarship and other activities, including a

berth on  the high place livestock judging teams at the Pacific International

and the International at Chicago. He was a member of the Alpha Zeta and Les

Bouffons, honorary fraternities, student senate, and a leader in his social

fraternity. Leonard has served as on e of Montana'’s county extension agents
and is now ranching in the Deer Lodge area. The National Association made no

mistake when Leonard Eliason was elevated to the American Farmer Degree.

The State FFA Convention was held in May in conjunction with High S chool Week
on the campus of Montana State College, Bozeman.

1931 -32

Membership nearly doubled in the association during the year ending June 30,

1932. New chapters were installed; Musselshell, Ryegate, and Judith Basin at

Stanford. This brought us to a total of thirty - two chapters in the

association, and increased our membership from 358 to 719. The charter of the

Big Timber Chapter was revoked as they did not have enough members to fill

chapter offices. They have rechartered following reorganization und er a new
advisor. Polson Chapter remained "not in good standing” as they paid no dues.

The association was represented at the northwest FFA meeting in Portland,
Oregon during the Pacific International Livestock Show by Don Valiton, Deer
Lodge, who gave the Montana report. Choteau and Deer Lodge chapters had
livestock judging teams.

Montana's official delegates at the Fourth National Convention, November
1419, 1931 were Howard Eliason and Raleigh Barlow. It was at this convention
that Raleigh Barlow of Simm s was elevated to American Farmer.

At the time of his election to State Farmer in May, 1931, Raleigh owned two
Holstein heifers and 26 pigs, rented 11 acres of land for sugar beets, and
had supervision of 103 acres of land and livestock thereon. His labor income
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from his projects from 1928 to 1939 amounted to $2,640.00, and investments in
live stock and other assets totaled $1,955.00.

He held responsible offices and won numerous prizes in school and other

activities. After graduation from high school he att ended Utah State Agri -
cultural College, where he was awarded a Rhodes Scholarship for study at

Oxford University in England.

The Third Annual State Convention in Bozeman, April 29 - May 1, 1932 was
attended by sixty - six official delegates and one hundred for ty other active
Future Farmer members.

1932-33

New chapters for the year ending June 30, 1933 were the Pend d'Oreille

Chapter at Polson and Huntley Project at Worden. Scobey Chapter received a

charter later in the year, and the Pend d'Oreille Chapter cha nged their name
to Polson Chapter.

Robert Stewart of Miles City and Jack Otten of Lewistown represented Montana

at the Fifth National Convention in Kansas City, November 11 -17,1932. Jack
was also a member of the Montana livestock judging team which placed second
in the National Livestock Judging Contest at the American Royal Livestock

Show and National Congress of the Future Farmers of America.

Deer Lodge Chapter received a $400.00 award for placing first in the National

Chapter Contest of 1932. The report was submitted by President Howard Eliason
and Advisor A. W. Johnson. The thirty - four members came from all four classes

in high school, and, in general, were above average in scholastic standing.

While the average number of projects per boy was limited to one, total labor
income was $2,818.60, or an average of $82.90 per boy.

The chapter rendered much service to the community, sponsored a garden club

in the community for the purpose of lessening the burden of the depression

and improving family living. The chapter purchased a second - hand school bus
to maintain for use in field trips or other necessary travel in connection

with FFA activities. The chapter was also responsible for a campaign directed

against gophers and by distributing poison grain at cost an d offering prizes.
The tails of 30,050 gophers were turned in during the three year campaign.

Members of the chapter participated in many events indicating leadership
ability in contests, school work and various agricultural organizations.

The Judith Basin District Association was formed during the year, with five
chapters as members; Judith Basin, Stanford, Moccasin, Denton, and Fergus at
Lewistown.

FFA radio broadcasts grew in popularity, with broadcasts made from stations

at Great Falls, Butte, Kalispell and Missoula. Participating chapters were
Fergus, Simms, Moccasin, Judith Basin, Teton, Conrad, Deer Lodge, Missoula,

Polson and Flathead.

Inter - chapter meetings reached a new high and all chapters located where it
was possible to attend, attended one or more meeting. W. T. Spanton, Federal
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Supervisor of the eleven Western states attended the meetings at Conrad and
was favorably impressed with the conduct of the meeting.

The Deer Lodge Chapter put on a Lincoln Day program before the House of
Representative s during Legislature. This program did a lot toward letting the
lawmakers know we have a real live organization of farm boys second to none
in the state.

A regular State Association exhibit was on display at the State Fair in

Helena, North Montana Fair at Great Falls, Midland Fair at Billings,

Interstate Fair at Bozeman and Eastern Montana Fair at Miles City. This same

exhibit was also shown at a branch meeting of the Montana Education

Association in Great Falls. Sixteen teams entered judging competition he Idin
conjunction with the North Montana Fair.

The Fourth Annual State FFA Convention was held at Montana State University
in Bozeman, April 27 - 29, 1933.

1933- 34

Montana's official delegates to the National FFA Convention, November 17 - 24,
1933, were Lamb  ert Hruska of Lewistown and Robert Stewart of Miles City.

High light of the convention was the election of Bob Stewart of Miles City to

the American Farmer Degree, and his election as second vice president of the

National Organization for 1933 - 34.

Nineteen year old Bob received his State Farmer Degree in April of 1931. His

supervised farming program consisted of 617 acres of land, sheep, beef, a

garden, bees and potatoes, from which he derived a labor income of $971.35.

His total investment in farming amoun ted to $4,388.75, and he had other

assets amounting to $230.00. He managed a 1,337 acre ranch for one and one -
half years, having complete charge of all operations, and was a delegate to

the 1932 National Con vention.

Another district was formed, the Wester n District, with Missoula, Polson,
Flathead, Deer Lodge, Dillon, and Whitehall as chapter members. This makes
two district organizations in the state.

The Fifth Annual State Convention was held in Bozeman at Montana State
University, April 27 -29, 1934, in conjunction with High School Week.

Judges of the State Public Speaking Contest were Dr. Welch, Dean Hamilton,

and Dr. Slagsvold, all of Montana State University in Bozeman. First place

was awarded to Chester Rogers of Musselshell, with Carl Hillner of Bill ings
and William Lodman of Lewistown placing second and third, respectively.

The FFA fair exhibit was not as good as it had been in the past. Many boards
showed the year before had to be used to make a full exhibit. The display was

shown at the North Monta na Fair in Great Falls and Eastern Montana Fair in

Miles City.

Advisor Duke Wellington and Ray Hall of the Judith Basin Chapter, Bob Stewart
of Miles City, and Don Valiton of Deer Lodge traveled to Chicago to put on
the "Newspaper of the Air," an FFA broad cast over the nationwide hookup of
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the NBC, August 13, since the program had to originate in the Chicago studio.
1934 - 35

There was an active FFA chapter in every vo - ag department in Montana, 35
chapters in all. Active membership increased fifteen percent to put Montana
over the goal of a thousand members and entitle her to two American Farmers.

Montana had a total of 1,077 active members, 91 associate members, and 60

honorary members for the year.

Melvin Beck and Don Valiton of Deer Lodge headed Montana's delegation to the
1934 National FFA Convention in Kansas City, October 20 - 26.

The Sixth Annual State Convention was again held during High School Week at

MSC, Bozeman, April 24 - 27, 1935. Outstanding feature of the convention was

the visit of the National FFA President, Andrew Sundstrom of Beresford, South
Dakota, and the National Executive Secretary, Dr. W. A. Ross of Washington,

D.C. Some 330 Future Farmers registered for the convention, with every

chapter represented.

The Fourth Annual Banquet was attend ed by 330 members and guests Wednesday
evening, April 24th. Short talks were given by MSC President Alfred Atkinson,

W. A. Ross, and Andrew Sundstrom. The banquet was prepared and served by the

Ag. Club.

Frederic Meadows of Choteau, who spoke on "A Future Farmer Chooses His
Vocation," was selected top public speaker over a field of twelve entrants by
judges W. A. Ross, Alex Cappon and Clyde McKee.

An FFA Alumni Extemporaneous Speaking Contest was held for the first time,

with first place going to former sta te public speaking winner, Chester Rogers
of Musselshell. He received a $50.00 check from the Horse and Mule

Association of America to help defray his expenses to the Alumni Regional

Contest in Port land that fall. All entrants spoke on some phase of horse and
mule power in American agriculture. The contestants drew for topics and had
2-5 hours to pre pare their talks. Carl Peters of Billings placed second.

1935 - 36

The year ending June 30, 1936 found new chapters at Belgrade, Chester,
Duttonand Lonepine, bringing the total number of FFA chapters in Montana to
thirty - nine. Active membership increased by one hundred, to reach a new high
of 1,177.

Late 1935 marked the advent of the "Montana Future Farmer" magazine. Ten
issues were printed and sent to all chap ter members and other state
departments.

District organization continued, with seven districts holding business

meetings; Judith Basin, Glacier Park, Fort Assinniboine, Southern, Western,

Eastern, and Milk River. Thirty - eight of the chapters attended distr ict
meetings.

Gallatin Chapter assisted in the formation of a Young Farmers Organization of
28 young men between the ages of 16 and 24. Three - fourths of this group was
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former FFA'ers. Another club was formed at Missoula, with 13 of the 20
members former FF  A'ers. Other chapters assisting in the organization of
similar organizations were Chester, Valier, Cascade, Kalispell, Harlowton,
Highwood and Dutton.

Joe Ritschel of Dillon and Walter Davis of Bozeman officially represented

Montana at the Eighth National FFA Convention, October 21 - 24,1935 in Kansas
City. Others attending were judging team members Wallis Banning, Paul Van

Ostrand and Bill Davison. They were accompanied by J. E. Border, state

advisor.

The Seventh Annual State Convention was held at Montana State University,
Boze man, April 30 - May 1, 1936, with thirty - eight chapters represented by 350
boys.

The Fifth Annual Banquet was held Friday evening with an attendance of 315
boys and a number of visitors. Among guests at the banquet was Elizabeth
Irelan d, State Superintendent of Public Instruction. The banquet was prepared
by the Ag. Club.

Judges McKee, Bolles and Lamphere, all of Montana State University, awarded

first place in public speaking to Bernard Toenyes of Choteau. First place in

the Alumni Ext emporaneous Contest went to Walter Davis of Bozeman. Judges of
this event were Welch, Nelson and Haight, also of Montana State University.

Future Farmers from the Gallatin Chapter furnished entertainment for the FFA
Pacific Regional Speaking Contest held i n Bozeman on June 8th.

John Johnson, Harley O'Donnell, Verne Cornelius, Charles Zimmerman and
advisor Z. G. Hudgin of Billings participated in the Pacific International
Livestock Judging Event. They ranked 14th in a field of 46, placing 8th in
sheep and 10 th in Poland China hogs.

1936 - 37

Although a new charter was given to a chapter at Power, bringing chapters in
the association to forty, active membership in the State Association
decreased to 1,087 due to the severe drought of 1936. Seven FFA districts

f unctioned this year.

Montana's delegation to the National Convention, October 19 - 22,1936 included
Oswald Brownlee, state president; William Davidson, state secretary; Lloyd

Schmitt, state treasurer; Floyd Pahnish of Dillon; Walter Woodcock and Lee

Rhea of Miles City; Duke Wellington, former Stanford advisor; and J. E.

Border, state advisor.

The Montana Association placed fifth in the State Association Award Contest.

Our report showed 100% chapter organization in 39 departments with 1,177

members. In thrif  t banks, a sum of $1,430.00 was on deposit and $131,000 was
reported as invested in farming by members. Leadership schools were conducted

by 28 chapters, as were father - son banquets. A printed State paper was
published and distributed. The association cond ucted a local advisor's
training school. Safety programs were sponsored by 37 chapters. Delegates
representing 38 chapters attended the State FFA Convention, and an
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educational exhibit was sponsored at the two major State fairs.

A collegiate chapter of FF A was temporarily formed at Montana State

University in Bozeman. Plans were made for a permanent organization and

charter for 1938. Membership was opened to include all former FFA members and

majors in the Department of Agricultural Education. This group i s to act as
an active inter mediary between local FFA chapters and the State Association,

give Montana FFA more publicity, acquaint incoming FFA members with problems

common to college frosh, and edit the Montana Future Farmer paper.

Herschel D. Hurd becam e the state advisor of the Montana Association of FFA
in January, 1937, replacing J. E. Border who resigned from the position.

The FFA Fat Lamb Show and Sale held in connection with the Montana

Woolgrowers Convention at Billings, January 4 - 6, was larger an d more
successful than any such previous show. Billings won top prize money followed

by Big Timber, Bel grade and Bozeman. Paul Boylan's champion lamb topped the

sale at 32.5 cents a pound and was sold to the Northern Girill, Billings.

Boylan was a Bozeman boy. The group of eighty - three lambs entered in the show

sold for an average of 11  cents per pound.

The Eighth Annual State Convention was held in Bozeman, April 28 - May 1, 1937
with 71 delegates representing thirty - six chapters present. The Sixth Annual

Banquet was again held on Friday evening, with 325 Future Farmers and guests
in attendance.

Judges for the State FFA Public Speaking Contest were Messrs. H. J. Bolles,W.
H. Lamphere and Ray Haight, of MSC, Bozeman. Reginald Davies of Chinook was
awarded firs  t place and the right to compete at the Pacific Regional Event in
Reno, Nevada.

Judges for the extemporaneous alumni event were P. L. Slagsvold, J. A. Nelson
and F. K. Nunns. Glenn Cooley of Miles City was awarded first place and the
right to represent Mon tana at the International Livestock Exposition at Port
land, Oregon.

Raymond Romain, Chester, received the $50 Agricultural Scholarship sponsored
by Montana State University. Future Farmers participating in this event took

tests in biology, technical agric ulture, and English. Dale Skaalure, Big
Sandy, was second.

1937 - 38

New charters were granted to chapters at Belfry, Culbertson, Fort Benton,
Hingham, Laurel and Montana State University, Bozeman. This brought our total
toforty - five chapters and one coll egiate chapter.

The chapters were divided up into seven districts in the state, as follows:

Western District - Deer Lodge, Dillon, Kalispell, Lonepine, Missoula and

Polson; Glacier Park District - Browning, Cascade, Choteau, Conrad, Dutton,

Power, Simms an d Valier; Fort Assiniboine District - Big Sandy, Chester,
Chinook, Fort Benton, Highwood, Hingham and Joplin; Milk River District -
Culbertson, Glasgow, Hinsdale, Opheim and Scobey; Southern District - Belfry,
Belgrade, Big Timber, Manhattan, Townsend and Whitehall; Judith Basin
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District - Belt, Denton, Harlowton, Lewistown, Moccasin and Stanford; and
Yellowstone District - Billings, Laurel, Miles City, Musselshell, Ryegate and
Worden. These are the districts and chapters within them as adopted at the

1936 Vo- Ag Instructors' Convention.

A. W. Johnson became the third state advisor of the Montana Association of
Future Farmers of America in October, 1937, succeeding Herschel D. Hurd, in
that capacity.

Over 7,000 Future Farmers from throughout the United States attended the
Tenth National FFA Convention in Kansas City in October, 1937. Montana's

delegation was headed by official delegates William Davidson of Miles City

and Dan Mizner of Deer Lodge, and advisors R. H. Palmer, D. L. McDonald and

A. W. Johnson.

Montana's fourth American Farmer, William Davidson of Powderville, was

elected at this convention. A resume of his history at the time of his

election is as follows: Eighteen year old graduate of Custer County High

School received his State Farmer Degree in 1 936. His supervised farming

program included three Polled Hereford heifers and a calf, one saddle horse,

poultry, a garden, potatoes and hay. He held a partnership with his father on

600 acres of land. He is a former president of the State Association, ran ked
14th in a class of 142 students, was president of the Christian Endeavor and

organist in Sunday School. He was active in stock judging and was Grand

Champion Showman at the university stock show.

Ignatius O'Donnell, former Yellowstone Chapter member, w as announced as the
winner of a National Turkey Marketing contest sponsored by "Turkey World,"

and judged by the editor, M. C. Small. The contest was based on the best

records on turkey growing and marketing methods. At the time of the award, he

was manage r of the Yellowstone County Turkey Marketing Association.

Garth Blackburn, Simms, received a $250 scholarship for placing first in the

western division of the Draft Scholarship Contest. The contest consisted of a

dairy demonstration and was held in conjunc tion with the National Dairy Show
in Columbus, Ohio.

Future Farmers exhibited 175 fat lambs at the Junior Fat Lamb Show and Sale,

Great Falls, January 17 - 19. James Drummond, Deer Lodge, received 63 cents a
pound for his grand champion from the Club Cafeter ia in Great Falls. Duffy
Crabtree and Paul Holzer of Stanford sold their reserve champion lamb to the

Rainbow Hotel for 44 cents per pound.

A total of 397 active members attended the State Convention, Bozeman, April

27- 30, 1938. The highlight of the conven tion was the State FFA Band,
organized and directed by Mr. Lou Howard, Montana State University band
director. They per formed creditably in their first attempt. Mr. Howard

expressed the opinion that the band had great possibilities.

The All - Future Farmer Dinner was held in the Gallatin County High School
gymnasium Wednesday evening, April 27th. Over 300 Future Farmers heard
National Vice President Lex Murray and saw movies of the Tenth National
Convention.
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Nearly 400 Future Farmers and guests were present at the Future Farmer Group
Supper on Thursday evening to hear N. L. Towne, President of the Montana Farm

Bureau, and Mr. John Flanagan, Assistant Supervisor of the Montana Highway

Patrol. The Montana FFA Band made its initial appearance at this dinner.

The Seventh Annual FFA Banquet was held on Friday evening in the gymnasium of
Montana State College, with President William Davidson acting as toastmaster
for this dinner, as well as the previous two dinners.

Arthur Christensen, Dillon, won the State Public S peaking Contest and the
right to represent Montana at the regional contest in Estes Park, Colorado.

Judges of the event were R. E. Cameron, Willard H. Lamphere and M. P.

Mansmier.

Judges Carl Kraenzel, Howard Welch and J. O. Tretsven awarded Kenneth Sire o
Belt first place in the Alumni Public Speaking Contest. He represented
Montana at the Pacific International Livestock Exposition at Portland.

Arnold Neiswender, Choteau, received a $100 scholarship as winner of the

Major Agricultural Scholarship presente d by Montana State College. Alvin
Meyer of Choteau and Arthur Christensen of Dillon received ribbons for second

and third.

1938 - 39

Big Horn of Hardin, Lodge Grass, Malta, Medicine Lake, Mission Valley of

Ronan, Sidney, Stevensville, Twin Bridges, Bigfork and Stillwater Valley of
Absarokee were added to the list of Montana FFA chapters, and Ryegate was

deleted, to make a total of 54 chapters and one collegiate chapter in the

State Association for the year ending June 30, 1939.

Official delegates to the Nat ional Convention in Kansas City were Dan Mizner,

state president, Deer Lodge, and Alvin Meyer, Choteau. Dan Mizner was also

the American Farmer candidate. Others attending were Frank Urick of Belt;

Donald Peterson and Kenneth Norskog of Miles City; Eugene Egan, president of
the Montana Vocational Agriculture Teachers' Association, Lewistown; and A.

W. Johnson, state advisor.

Nine Montana Future Farmers attended the Twelfth National FFA Convention in

Kansas City, October 16 - 20, 1939. Official delegates were Dan Mizner, Deer
Lodge, and Paul Holzer, Stanford. Alvin Meyer of Fairfield was awarded the

American Farmer Degree, along with Dan Mizner, who also received the Pacific

Region Star Farmer Award.

Dan Mizner was 21 years old at the time of his application fo r American
Farmer. His record is unigue in many ways and shows the development of a

"true son of the West." At the time he applied for American Farmer, Dan

shared the responsibility of a 20,000 acre ranch at Avon with his father. He

attended Montana State College for a while. His wide range of experiences

included: foreman, managing haying crews, directing the work on cattle

roundups, breaking and shoeing horses, blacksmithing, tending and shearing

sheep, irrigating, building fences, digging wells, etc.

In addition to his participation in the general ranch work, he owned 160

27



acres of land secured from his father, and rented 160 acres from an uncle.

His own farming enterprises included sheep, beef, poultry, horses and hay.

The labor income from these enterpri ses over his six year period in FFA was
$3,800.

Dan's leadership and cooperative activities included serving as chapter
presi dent, reporter and treasurer; delegate to both state and national
conventions, and president and vice president of the State Assoc iation.

The Deer Lodge Chapter was awarded first place in the Pacific Region and

third in the nation in The Chapter Contest. Membership in the chapter was 42,
representing 100% of the students in vocational agriculture at Powell County
High School. Bill Ge ary was the president and W. E. Anderson served as
advisor.

The chapter maintained a fine chapter house and farm. They secured materials

from the county commissioners and built a chapter cooperative brooder house,

where 2,000 baby chicks were brooded. At t he time of their report, over 600
fryers had been sold at better than current prices. A revolving swine project

of chapter - owned animals made it possible for several members to carry swine
projects.

Local community service activities included: Junior Fair and Horse Show
sponsored by the chapter, cleaning the high school building, improving the

school grounds, building potato graders, culling chickens, and donating 800

pounds of potatoes to needy persons at Christmas time. The group also

assisted in the dist ribution of ten tons of grasshopper poison , 10,000
pounds of gopher poison, and twenty pounds of magpie poison in pheasant
areas.

Leadership and scholarship activities were carried out through a school

assembly program and a radio broadcast, as well as sp ecial leadership
training for chapter members. Twelve percent of the members were on a chapter

honor roll, and a scholarship committee checked on member grades three times

during the year.

The group showed its thrift by the purchase of U.S. Postal Savings Bonds with
money contributed by members. Members earned from farming an average of

$118.20 and had invested in farming an average of $134.00 each. Montana
chapters at Kalispell, Dillon and Deer Lodge contributed baking potatoes that

were served at the ann ual banquet.

Chester Chapter won first place in the Pacific Region and fourth place

nationally, in the National Chapter Achievement Contest at the National

Convention, October 17 21, 1938. The chapter received a $75 cash prize for
placing first in the regi on. Mr. Hubert Rodeberg was chapter advisor. Leonard
Gray was chapter president and was one of the Montana Future Farmers

attending the national convention.

Every boy in Chester High School was an FFA member, and 70% of the 41 members
had long - time farming programs. A ten acre chapter farm was maintained for
experimental plots, for project work, to supply materials for judging and

identification, and to grow trees for the future beautification of the school
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grounds. An old school house, 40'x22', was acquire d from the Board of
Education and turned into a chapter house. Members remodeled the building
completely and furnished it at a cost of $100. Equipment included electric

lights, ping - pong and pool tables, easy chairs and a library of 150 books and
magazine s. It was open during the week to FFA members as well as other

groups. In the spring a demonstration day was held at which time all eighth

grade boys were entertained at an open house. Money was raised by various

activities, including picture shows, oper ating check rooms and raffles.
Chapter members started a Thrift Bank with 34 depositors. They had a total of

$6,700 invested in farming and savings.

The Tenth Anniversary FFA Convention was held in conjunction with Montana
High School Week at Montana State College, Bozeman, April 26 -29, 1939.

Approxi mately five hundred Future Farmers attended, representing fifty - four

chapters. National FFA President Robert Elwell attended the convention and
spoke to the members.

Public speaking judges R. H. Palmer, R. R. R enne and William Lessley awarded
first place and a trip to the regional event in Berkeley, California, to

William Collins of Whitehall. Second and third place pennants were awarded

to John Shoquist, Choteau, and George Young, Lewistown.

Arthur Christense n, Dillon, won the Alumni Speaking Contest, and received a
trip to the International Livestock Exposition at Portland, Oregon to
participate in the regional event. Second place went to Ralph Parker of

Simms.
1939- 40
Chapters added during the year were C larksfork at Bridger, and Fairfield,
bringing the total number of local chapters in the association to fifty - SiX.

The Future Farmer exhibit at the North Montana Fair surpassed any previous
exhibit in both quality and quantity. Forty - six chapters had entrie S or were
represented by a livestock judging team or band members.

James Schultz of Chester was the winner of the major Agricultural Scholarship

presented by Montana State College. Recreational activities included a
father and son banquet for 260 persons, a summer camping trip, a rifle team
and several picnics. The chapter also main tained an orchestra and won thirty

games of basketball.

This was also the year that the Montana Association placed third in the State
Association Awards Contest, bringing home a $40.00 prize. Membership in the
State Association was 1,649. Fifty - four schools had chapters in operation.

The report was supplemented by an excellent scrapbook filled with pictures,
newspaper clippings and a complete record of the year's activities.

Oustanding among the State Association activities was the fact that the
president had traveled 5,000 miles in visiting every chapter in Montana; a

state - sponsored series of weekly radio broadcasts over seven stations with 37
chapters parti cipating; a band of 91 pieces; a monthly printed State
Association publication; a representation of 98% of the chapters at the State
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Convention; and plans for a State FFA camp.

The Montana Association had exhibits at the North Montana State Fair, as well

as at Billings, M issoula and Miles City. Judging contests were staged at the
Midland Empire and Western Montana Fairs. A training school for advisors was
held, and the Collegiate Chapter at Montana State College had a membership of

28. Dan K. Mizner was the state presiden t, and A. W. Johnson was state

advisor.

The Eleventh Annual State FFA Convention was held in Bozeman, April 24 - 217,
1940 at Montana State College, in conjunction with high School Week. Mr.

Edgar Spiekerman, National Vice President from the Pacific Region, w as the

main speaker at the State Convention.
1940- 41

More chapters were added to the roster, at Charlo, Hamilton, Hot Springs,
Poplar, Sheridan and Wolf Point, to bring total chapters in the State
Association to 62.

Delegates to the 13th National FFA Con vention, November 11 - 15, 1940, in
Kansas City were George Stewart of Dillon and Harley O'Donnell of Billings.
Both boys received the American Farmer Degree during convention proceedings.

The Laurel Chapter prepared the Montana Association exhibit for the National
FFA Convention. This display was also exhibited at many of the fairs held in
the state during the summer.

Montana was one of four states receiving a gold emblem classification in the

State Association Awards Contest. This was the first year the st ates were
placed in gold, silver, bronze and honorable mention classifications,

paralleling the plan followed in connection with The Chapter Contest.

A few of the accomplishments during the year were as follows: Fifty radio

broad casts were given through s even Montana radio stations, and 824 homes

were reported as listening to the National FFA Radio Program; fifty - one
chapters and 73 members participated in a five day state - wide camp with an
FFA leadership training school as a part of camp activities; there was a

State FFA Band composed of 60 members and a printed monthly state publication
was prepared and exchanged with other states.

As in the State Association Awards Contest, chapters in The Chapter Contest

were placed in one of four classifications: gold , Silver, bronze and
honorable  mention. Deer Lodge Chapter was placed in the gold classification.
Leading the chapter to impressive accomplishments was Advisor William E.

Anderson and President Tom Geary.

Some accomplishments listed on their report are a s follows: One meeting per
month with 90% of 34 chapter members in attendance; maintained a column in

the local paper entitled, "Agricultural Comments," in which they offered

agricultural suggestions and told of the accomplishments of the various

members; two state  wide radio broadcasts; sent teams to the North Montana

Fair; helped organize a Young Farmers Club; gave a turkey dinner for the

Kiwanis Club; purchased trees for beautification of community and chapter
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member farms; and sponsored a Junior Fair an d Carnival.

The Twelfth Annual Convention was held in conjunction with High School Week

at Montana State College, Bozeman, May 1 - 3, 1941. Approximately 500 farm boys
from every part of Montana attended the convention. Harold Prichard, National

FFA Presiden t, Booneville, Mississippi, was the main convention speaker.

The Gallatin Chapter, under the direction of advisor William Vance and

president Phil Sandquist, prepared and served the Wednesday night banquet.

The "Ag Club" at MSC was in charge of the Thursda y night banquet. Henry
Hibbard, president of the Ag Club, and Jack Payne, Walter Davis and Joe Kolar

were responsible for the banquet preparations.

Eugene Swank of Poplar won the State Public Speaking Contest and represented
the State Association at the re gional event in Salt Lake City on June 9th.

Whner of the Major Agricultural Scholarship presented by Montana State
College was Roger Younderain. He received a $100 scholarship.

1941 - 42

A gain of four chapters, Circle, Fairview, Froid and Fromberg, and loss of
two chapters, Musselshell and Scobey, brought the total number of chapters in
the State Association to 64.

About fifty chapters were represented at the 1941 State Officers Leadership

Training Camp and School. The major part of the time during camp was devoted
to discussions and demonstrations of local chapter programs, chapter reports,

duties and responsibilities of FFA officers and a parliamentary procedure

contest.

The trip to the State Capitol was enjoyed by the entire group. Governor Sam
Ford ga ve an inspiring address to the Future Farmers during their capitol
tour.

Fourteen Montana Future Farmers attended the National FFA Convention in
Kansas City, October 20 - 24, 1941. Official delegates to the convention were
Roy Meyer of Fairfield and I. E. Sm ith of Whitehall.

Montana again placed in the gold emblem classification in the State

Association Awards Contest. George Stewart was state president and A. W.
Johnson was state advisor. Total membership was 1,812. Of this number, 856
boys were Chapter Gree n Hands, 498 were Chapter Farmers, 35 were State
Farmers, and 2 were American Farmers.

The State Association continued radio broadcasts, using nine radio stations

for a total of sixty - one broadcasts. Other state accomplishments included:

733 members with i ndividual long - time farming programs in operation; 62

chapters using opening and closing ceremonies; 49 chapters engaged in

organized home improvement work; 45 chapters holding parent - son banquets; 56
chapters engaged in organized cooperative effort for fi nancing chapter
activities; and 53 chap ters preparing publicity material regularly.

The Deer Lodge Chapter received honorable mention in The Chapter Contest.
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The Annual State Convention was held in Bozeman ,May 1 -2, 1942 on the campus
of Montana State Col lege. Over 300 Future Farmers and advisors represented 55

chapters in Montana. Joe Giacomini, National FFA Vice President, was the main

speaker at the convention.

The delegates were very active in discussing and drawing up plans for the

Montana Future Farm er War Offense Program. All phases of the chapter programs

of work and the state program of work were directed toward this goal. The

Gallatin Chapter of Bozeman again planned and served the annual Future Farmer

banquet on Saturday evening. William Vance, chapter advisor, was in charge.

Winner of the Annual Public Speaking Contest was Paul Leondorf of Wolf Point.
He represented Montana at the regional contest in Cheyenne, Wyoming. Judges
for the event were J. F. Hollands, R. H. Palmer, and E. Ahrendes.

Lawr ence Jenni of Lewistown was winner of the $100 Major Agricultural
Scholar ship which is presented by Montana State College. He was one of
thirty - three participants in the event.

1942 - 43

The roster of chapters in the State Association dropped to 55 chapte rs during
the year. Because of the war, many departments had a difficult time finding

qualified instructors. Departments closed were Absarokee, Choteau,

Culbertson, Dutton, Harlowton, Highwood, Hingham, Lodge Grass, Moccasin and

Opheim. One new department was opened, the Mission Chapter at St. Ignatius.

Official delegates to the Fifteenth National Convention held in Kansas City
on October 26 - 29, 1942 were Elmer Severson of Worden and Roy D. Meyer of
Fairfield. Both boys were present to receive their America n Farmer Degree.

Montana received a silver emblem classification in the State Association
Awards Contest, and the Flathead Chapter at Kalispell received a silver

emblem classifi cation in The Chapter Contest.

The Montana exhibit at the National Convention was awarded a silver ribbon.
The Gallatin Chapter at Bozeman prepared the exhibit for the State

Association.

Many schools helped to attain the goal of "VICTORY" by sponsoring War

Training Programs (OSYA courses) that prepared men, women and children to

more ably play their part in the number one job of winning the war. Thousands

of pieces of farm machinery, including tractors, mowers, drills, ploughs,

rakes and many other types of farm machinery were repaired and put into

service for needed crop production by courses sponsored and directed by our
VO - ag departments.

The Fourteenth Annual State Convention was held at Montana State College,
Bozeman, March 25 - 26, 1943. National FFA Vice President Marvin Jagels, from
Buhl, Idaho, was the national officer in atten dance at the convention.

The main item of business was the adoption of the "Montana Future Farmers
Victory War Program.” The main points of this plan were: a garden on every
farm; help train additional farm labor; keep farm machinery in repair,
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adjustment  and in operation; revise and expand farm programs to meet

increased farm quotas; help develop a live at home program for the farm

family and the community; conduct and assist with salvage program; purchase

and conduct sale of war savings bonds and stamps; organize against fire and
sabotage in rural areas; conserve soil through improved practices; cooperate

with all defense programs possible, assist and cooperate in organization and

work of the victory corps; prevent waste of any kind; state association

purc hase a $500 war bond; a complete safety program; and building morale.

Roy Meyer of Fairfield was selected to finish out the 1942 - 43 term as vice
president of the National Organization to replace Marvin Jagels of Idaho.

1943-44

Departments closed during t his war year were: Belfry, Big Sandy, Bridger,
Chester, Froid, Hinsdale, Joplin, Poplar, Power, Townsend, Twin Bridges and
Wolf Point. The only new chapter was at Culbertson, bringing the total number

of chapters to 44.

Montana official delegates to the Na tional FFA Convention, October 11 - 14,
1943, in Kansas City were Bob Barthelmess and John Stewart, both of Miles
City.

Robert Barthelmess, Miles City, and William J. Cundiff, Sidney, both received
the American Farmer Degree at this convention.

The Flathead Chapter, Kalispell, placed in the gold emblem classification of

The National Chapter Contest. H. E. Robinson was chapter advisor, and Kenneth
Odeyard was chapter president. The chapter carried out a comprehensive

program of supervised farm practices, leade rship training, cooperative
activities, and community service.

Bob Barthelmess was elected National FFA Vice President at this national

meeting. He has been an outstanding, active member in his local chapter at

Miles City, and in the State Association. He has held six local offices in
FFA and was vice president of the State Association.

The Annual State FFA Convention was held March 30, 31 and April 1, 1944 at
Montana State College in Bozeman. Special guest at this convention was Mr. E.
J. Johnson of the U. S. Office of Education and Pacific Region FFA Advisor.

The convention delegates adopted again the "Montana Future Farmers Victory

War Program." They continued with their salvage work and "Victory" gardens.

The railroads and individuals made land available for many Future Farmers to
have "Victory" gardens.

It was at this state convention that the first Montana Association of FFA

Advisory Council was elected. The first members of this council were as

follows: Ernest White, Kalispell; Charlie Anderson, Great Falls; Henry
Robinson, Kalispell; Floyd Cranston, Belt; Evan Hall, Lewistown; Harry

Hoffman, Miles City; Dwight Kindschy, Lewistown; Don Hunter, Medicine Lake;

and A. W. Johnson, Bozeman.

One hundred seventy - eight Future Farmers and guests attended the Sta te
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Convention Banquet on April 1st in the Moon Room of the Baxter Hotel.

Winner of the State Public Speaking Contest was Phil Bratton of Ronan. He
spoke on "The Farm Labor Question." He represented the State Association at
the regional contest in Phoenix, Arizona.

In May, 1944, districts and chapters forming them, were listed as follows:

Southeastern - Billings, Fromberg, Hardin, Laurel, Miles City, Worden; Big

Muddy - Sidney, Medicine Lake, Circle, Fairview, Culbertson; Rocky Mountain

Dillon, Deer Lodge, Sheridan, Whitehall; Western - Stevensville, Kalispell,
St. Ignatius, Charlo, Bigfork, Hamilton, Hot Springs, Lonepine, Missoula,

Polson, Ronan; Southern - Belgrade, Big Timber, Bozeman. Manhattan; Milk

River - Chinook, Glasgow, Malta; Glacier - Cascade, B rowning, Conrad,
Fairfield, Simms, Valier; Judith Basin - Belt, Stanford, Denton, Lewistown,

Fort Benton.

During June, E. J. Johnson, Regional Agent for Agricultural Education, U.S.

Office of Education, Washington, D.C. and A. W. Johnson, State Advisor, we re
in Kalispell assisting Henry Robinson, local chapter advisor; prepare a

broad cast to emanate from Chicago over NBC. Two Flathead Future Farmers,

Kenneth Odegard and Earl Weaver, also participated in this interview. Topic

of the interview was the FFA ac tivities that won national recognition for the

Flathead Chapter and the gold emblem classification in The National Chapter

Contest for 1943.

1944 - 45
New or reactivated departments in 1944 - 45 were as follows: Big Sandy,
Hinsdale, Power and Thompson Falls. Departments were closed at Circle,
Culbertson, Fairview, Laurel and Sheridan, bringing the total number of
departments in the State Association to forty - three.

Visitors from Alberta, Canada were interested participants during the agri -
cultural sectional meeting of vo - ag instructors in Kalispell in October of

1944. These interested educators were Gordon Thorpe, vo - ag instructor, Cres -
ton; Earl Marriott, grade school superintendent, Creston; C. J. Frederickson,

school inspector, Cranbrooke; Stewart Graham, high school superintendent,

Creston; and Seymour Towell, school inspector, Abbotsford.

Representatives to the 1944 National FFA Convention in Kansas City, October

8- 11, were: Oscar Donisthorpe of Lewistown and Gene Coombs of Laurel,

official delegates; Bil | Byrne, Kalispell; Hugh Parker, Bigfork; Bob

Barthelmess, Miles City; Dean Elliott, Fort Benton; and A. W. Johnson, state

advisor, Bozeman. Gene Coombs of Laurel and Dean Elliot of Fort Benton were
Montana's recipients of the American Farmer Degree at th is convention.

A. W. Johnson, state advisor, served on the National Advisory Council and
Board of Trustees of the Future Farmers of America Foundation from 1943 to
1945.

Flathead Chapter, Kalispell, again placed in the gold emblem classification
of The Cha pter Contest.

Montana's Future Farmers cooperated with the State War Finance Committee by
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purchasing bonds and stamps and selling bonds during the Sixth War Loan

Drive. As a result, individual Future Farmers purchased $27,137.20 worth of

bonds, and sold $2 1,207.90 in bonds to other people in the many communities
throughout the state. The chapter purchasing the largest amount of bonds was

Medicine Lake, with Stanford second, Lewistown third, and Kalispell fourth.

In sale of bonds to others not in FFA, Worde n was high, Fort Benton second,
Big Timber third, and Denton fourth.

Because of war efforts, no state convention was held in 1945. The state
officers met April 12 - 14, 1945 and conducted the business of the State Asso -
ciation. The various state contests wer e judged and awards made.

The State Public Speaking Contest was also held, with Frank Harrington, Sam
Litzenberger and H. E. Rodeberg as judges. Winner of the contest was Bill
Michael of Billings, speaking on "Research Means Production." Second place
went to Robert Cameron of Missoula and third to Lloyd Gilkey of Denton.

1945 - 46

We lost five chapters, Hamilton, Missoula, Stanford, Valier and Whitehall,
and gained one, Bridger, to bring the total number of chapters in the
association to thirty - nine.

The ye ar 1945 - 46 marked the beginning of activities sponsored by the Future

Farmers of America Foundation, Inc. This foundation is sponsored by many

fine firms and companies throughout the United States. The objectives of the

foundation are: "To assist student s of vocational agri culture to become
established in a farming occupation . . . To promote and stimulate interest

in agricultural leadership among students of vocational agriculture . . . To

promote and develop interest on the part of the general public i n vocational
agriculture and activities of the Future Farmers of America and the New

Farmers of America . . . To stimulate worthy achievement in farming and

agricultural work by providing prizes and awards for competitive activities

designed for students o f vocational agriculture."

Official delegates at the 1945 National Convention in Kansas City, October 8 -
10, were John Stewart of Miles City and C. Burris Blackwood of Bozeman. John

Stewart and Earl Weaver of Kalispell both received the American Farmer Degr ee
and were present to receive this honor.

A gold emblem rating in The Chapter Contest was awarded to the Flathead
Chapter of Kalispell for the third consecutive year. Medicine Lake Chapter
placed in the silver division of this same event.

Many items conce  rning the Montana Association of FFA were seen in print.
Among them was an article in the American Vocational Association Journal with
an excellent resume on the Flathead Chapter activities, written by chapter
advisor Henry Robinson.

The Congressional Reco rd of November 5, 1945 carried an article relative to
the Montana Association of FFA which was written by Congressman Mike
Mansfield of Montana.

The cover of the September issue of the American Farm Youth magazine was a
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picture of the Montana state FFA off icer group for 1945 - 46. The magazine also
carried an article about the State Association program of work.

The Montana Victory Convention was held April 11 - 12,1946 in Bozeman. The
first Star Farmer of Montana was named at this convention. He was Winslow
Devereaux of Browning.

Winner of the State FFA Public Speaking Contest was Bob Patterson of Simmes,
who gave a talk on the "Miracle of the Ages." He not only won the contest,

but gave his speech at the state FFA banquet and during a radio program in
Bozeman.

The Collegiate FFA Chapter at Montana State College, Bozeman, was reorganized
under the leadership of James Schultz, president. The chapter at MSC had been
dormant since 1942.

1946 - 47

Departments closed this year were as follows: Bigfork, Charlo, Hardin, Power
and Thompson Falls. New and reactivated departments were: Fairview, Frazer,

Highwood, Sheridan, Stanford and Whitehall, making 40 chapters in the State

Association, with a total membership of approximately 1,500.

Official delegates from Montana at t he Victory Convention of Future Farmers

of America, October 21 - 24,1946, in Kansas City, were Herb Fisser, Sidney,

and George Reiter, Worden. They headed one of the largest delegations ever to

attend a national convention from Montana. Herb Fisser and Bob French of

Medicine Lake both received their American Farmer Degree at this convention.

The Flathead Chapter of Kalispell again placed in the gold division of The
Chapter Contest, with Medicine Lake Chapter again placing in the bronze
emblem division.

The B rowning Chapter of FFA brought splendid recognition to Montana and the
State Association through a fine performance of "The Buffalo Grass Dance"
before an audience of several thousand Future Farmers and guests from over
the United States and its possession S.

Traveling 1,600 miles by bus from Browning to Kansas City, the Indian Future

Farmers from Browning brought with them three tepees, tepee poles and the

price less Indian costumes of many kinds. The large audience in the Municipal

Audi torium, which seats 16,000, was awed to silence throughout the

magnificent and impressive Indian ceremony. To the tune of tom toms and

Indian chanting, and with spectacular lighting effects, colorful headdresses

and costumes, the Browning Indian Future Farmers went through a performance
of giving thanks to the "Great Spirit" for a plentiful supply of buffalo

grass which would make the buffalo fat.

The Browning Future Farmers were very much in demand during the week in

Kansas City. Performances were put on for a large school of handicapped
youngsters, before civic organizations, and over the radio. Much credit goes

to Bob Harris, vocational agricultural education instructor, and Mr. Striver,

music teacher, Browning, for their untiring efforts in preparing for the

program and du  ring the week of performances at Kansas City.
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Gus R. Douglas, Jr., National FFA President  was an honored guest at a state
officer meeting held in Bozeman, November 27 - 29, 1946. He also participated
in a radio program presented by the state officers.

A. W. Johnson, state advisor, Bozeman, Montana, traveled to Washington, D.C.

on January 26 -31, 1947 to assist in a study of needed changes in judging

contests and activities held during the National FFA Convention. During the

past year, Mr. Johnson completed two years of membership on the National
Board of Trustees for the National FFA Foundation, Inc., and the National FFA

Advisory Council.

A few years ago, a group of educators, businessmen and farmers from Creston,

British Columbia visited the vo - ag department at Flathead County High School

in Kalispell to study the vocational agricultural education program there. A

year later, they invited vo - ag instructor Henry Robinson and state FFA

advisor A. W. Johnson, to Creston Valley High School to discuss vo -ag and FFA

with 300 interested community people. As a result of these meetings, the
first local chapter of the Future Farmers of Canada was instituted with E. D.
Boyes asvo - ag instructor and local advisor.

Mr. Lyman H. Andrews, Manager of The Great Western Sugar C ompany, was
chairman of the annual banquet and program hosted by that company in honor of

Future Farmers and 4 - H Club members with outstanding sugar beet projects. The
banquet was held on February 14th.

Through the courtesy of the Entertainment Committee o f the 1947 Montana
Legis lative Assembly, the State Association presented a program before a
joint assembly of the House and Senate on February 10th.

The Annual State FFA Convention was held April 8 - 12, 1947 at Montana State
College in Bozeman. We were hon ored to have as guests, a delegation of Future
Farmers from Creston, British Columbia.

The 1947 Pacific Regional Conference on Vocational Agriculture was held in
Helena. Dr. W. T. Spanton, Chief of the Agricultural Education Service and
National FFA Adviso r, was in Montana, May 5 - 8, to attend this conference.

Homer Seibert of Denton represented Montana in the Pacific Regional FFA
Public Speaking Contest which was held in conjunction with the annual
conference.

Judges for the contest were D. L. MacDonald, Al C, Washington, D.C., Don
Critchfield, Lead Industries Association., New York, and H. F. Linde, Deere

and Company, Moline, lllinois. Timekeepers were Lee H. Ford, International

Harvester, Chicago, and Joe W. Jarvis, Union Pacific Railroad, Omaha,

Nebraska. E. J. Johnson, Washing ton, D.C. was in charge of the contest. Gene
Blake Bogrett of Riverton, Wyoming, was regional winner.

1947 - 48

We lost four departments, Fairview, Frazer, Highwood and Hot Springs, but
added six, Harlowton, Hobson, Missoula, Power, Sidney and Choteau to make 42
chapters in the State Association.
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The first state officer training school to be held at the official camp site

of the State Association on Cromwell Island in Flathead Lake took place July

10- 12, 1947, with 100 Future Farmers and 25 instructors in attendance.
Richard C. Reager, Chairman of Speech and Debate, Rutgers College, New
Brunswich, New Jersey, made the training camp more worthwhile with his
interesting and important talk, "How to Talk Well." Others contributing to

the s chool were H. B. Foote, State Board of Health, Wm. Cobleigh, Bozeman, F.
M. Harrington, Bozeman, Mr. Thane White and Ernest White, donors of the camp
site.

Montana's official delegates to the National FFA Convention in Kansas City,
October 19 - 23, 1947 were Bill Michael of Billings and George Reiter of
Worden. George also received his American Farmer Degree. This marked the
first year for the National Future Farmers of America "mail order" band which
was conducted by Dr. Henry S. Bruenner of Pennsylvania.

The Flathead Chapter of Kalispell again placed in the gold division of The

National Chapter Contest, with Glasgow Chapter placing in the silver emblem
classification. In November, Don Valiton, Powell County and Paul Holzer,

Judith Basin County, became the f irst former FFA members to be elected to the
Montana House of Representatives.

National officer in attendance at the State FFA Convention, April 7 -10, 1943,
in Bozeman, was Kort H. Meier, Jr., 4th national vice president from Yuma,

Arizona. Other conventio n guests were Mr. C. J. Frederickson, inspector of

schools, his wife, son and daughter, and C. T. Rendle, principal of schools,

all of Cranbrook, British Columbia. These men were observing the FFA in

action to gather ideas for the formation of a chapter in their school.

Highlight of the convention was the introduction of the State FFA Band,

conducted by MSC college band director, Lou Howard. The band was acclaimed as
a big success. Mr. Howard deserves much credit for molding together a 28

piece band from 16 chapters. This was the first FFA band since before the war
years.

1948 - 49

Denton, Lonepine and Power closed their departments during the year, and new
ones were opened at Fairview and Twin Bridges, bringing the total number of
chapters in the State Asso ciation to forty - one.

Eighty - five Future Farmers attended the 1948 State FFA Camp, June 27 - 30,
1948, at Cromwell Island, Flathead Lake. Additions to the camp were a

railroad engine donated by the Great Northern Railroad for calling Future

Farmers to meetin gs, and a power water pump which was donated to the camp by

General Mills,

Jul y of 1948, the Sears - Roebuck Foundation Revolving Livestock Program was
funded with a $2,000.00 grant from the Sears Roebuck Foundation. The fund was
established to help Future F armers become established in registered or
purebred sheep production programs. It was later enlarged to include

purebred registered beef and dairy animals, too.
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A large delegation of Montana Future Farmers attended the Twentieth

Anniversary convention at Kansas City, November 14 - 18, 1948. Among those
attending from Montana were: official delegate and American Farmer, Bill

Michael, Billings; official Delegate, James Leighty, Kalispell; American

Farmer Carl Island; Dan Mizner, Deer Lodge. Mr. Mizner was the Star Farmer

for the Western Region in 1939, and was a guest of the Kansas City Star. All

former star farmers from the four regions were invited to the 1948 convention

as guests of the Kansas City Star. Mrs. Mizner was in attendance.

Montana's two entri es in The National Chapter Contest both placed in the gold
classification. They were the Flathead Chapter of Kalispell and the Huntley

Project Chapter of Worden. Only twenty - four chapters of the 6,000 chapters
in the United States and Puerto Rico and Haw aii were placed in the gold
emblem classification. Both chapters had delegations at the convention to

receive the award.

Bill Michael of Billings was elected third National FFA Vice President from
the Pacific Region at this 20th anniversary convention.

Er win Milton Tiffany, author of the Future Farmers of America Creed, died at

his home in Madison, Wisconsin. A former vo - ag instructor and agricultural
education staff member of the University of Wisconsin, Tiffany wrote the

words for the creed in 1928, the year of FFA founding. It was adopted as the
Official Creed at the third annual convention in 1930.

The State Association sponsored a Future Farmer program for members of the
1949 Montana Legislature on February 24, 1949. Highlight of the program was a
spee ch on the subject, "How FFA and Vocational Agricultural Education Helps
to Prepare Farm Boys for Improved Farming and Citizenship," by Bill Michael

of Billings, National FFA Vice President.

We were honored to have our own Bill Michael represent the Nationa I
Organization at our Annual State FFA Convention, April 6 -9,in Bozeman. A
State FFA Chorus was organized for the first time and was an important part

of the 1949 convention. The chorus was directed by Conrad Sandvig of Montana

State College.

Montana's re  presentative at the Western Regional Speaking Contest at Reno,
Nevada on May 2, 1949, was Burton Bosch from Chinook. Burton won the right to
compete in the national event by placing first in our region.

1949 - 50
Chapter membership was increased to forty - eight with the addition of chapters
at Absarokee, Bainville, Charlo, Corvallis, Culbertson, Harlem and

Livingston.

Keith Noyes, Gallatin FFA member, won Grand Champion with his milking
shorthorn cow in the FFA Division of the International Dairy Show in
Ind ianapolis, Indiana, October 8 - 15, 1949.

Lewis Hammermeister, Conrad, and Thurlo Schindler, Glasgow, represented
Montana as official delegates to the 22nd National FFA Convention in Kansas
City. Lewis and Harold Reiter of Huntley Project were Montana's two American
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Farmer Degree winners.

Flathead Chapter of Kalispell continued to set a record as they placed in the

gold emblem classification in The Chapter Contest for the seventh year in a

row. Huntley Project of Worden placed in the gold emblem division also ,
making it their second year in a row.

For the first time in the history of the State Association, our state public

speaking winner went on to win the regional event, and then went on to become

the National FFA Public Speaking winner. This Future Farmer w as Burton Bosch
of Chinook. The topic of his speech was, "Foul, But You Can Eat and Drink

It," and it dealt with the growing problem of water pollution.

James Bishop, Conrad FFA Chapter member, won the heifer which was donated to

the Montana Association by the Montana Aberdeen - Angus Association. The award
was made at the Junior Livestock Show in Billings on October 27th. He was

elected from a field of fifteen applicants for this award.

A crowd of over 400 people attended the annual Little International Live stock
Show sponsored by the Huntley Project Chapter in the junior high school

gymnasium on the evening of November 11th. Thirty - four chapter members

exhibited and showed their prize hogs, sheep, dairy and beef cattle.

In February, 1950, Josephine Hollenbac k of Gold Creek, Montana, was voted the
National Queen of the Future Farmers of America.

Five hundred members, representing 47 of our 48 chapters, were in attendance

at the State FFA Convention in Bozeman, April 12 - 14, 1950. National FFA
officer in attenda nce at the convention was Joe King of Petaluma, California,

who is a National FFA Vice President. The FFA Band and FFA Chorus both

performed admirably, with Lou Howard again conducting the band, and Ronald W.

Cook, State Music Super visor, conducting the ¢ horus.

State FFA public speaking winner, William Tilleman of Chinook, represented
the State Association at the Pacific Region event in Denver on May 1. He
placed third in the regional event. Subject of his speech was, "Our Untaxed
Billions."

1950-51

We added five more chapters to the roster to make a total of fifty - three
chapters in the State Association. Chapters were added at Baker, Belfry,
Highwood, Joliet, and Valier.

Ronald Bokma of Conrad and Richard Davidson of Fromberg represented Montana

as offi  cial delegates to the National Convention in Kansas City, October 9 -
12, 1920. Richard Davidson also received his American Farmer Degree, along

with Marvin Balzer of Worden.

Flathead and Huntley Project Chapters again placed in the gold emblem
division of t he National Chapter Contest, making it eight in a row for
Flathead and three for Huntley Project.

Many Future Farmers and advisors attended the Fifth Annual Montana Winter
Fair in Bozeman.
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Members of the State FFA Advisory Council in 1951 were: Scott Hoski nson, Big
Timber; Dean Pence, Worden; Wayne Adams, Hamilton; Dan Mizner, Deer Lodge;

Floyd Bowen, Chinook; Floyd Cranston, Belt; Bob Harris, Browning; and Ralph

Mowery, Manhattan, all chapter advisors; and Rex Ireland, Billings; Larry

MacDonald, Northern Pacific, Missoula; Charles Jarrett, Great Northern

Railway, Great Falls; A. W. Johnson, state FFA advisor; G. A. Dyke, Milwaukee

Road, Butte; Larry Gill, Montana Farmer - Stockman, Billings; and Art Ward,

assistant state advisor.

The State FFA Convention was held April 11 - 14, 1951, in Bozeman. Fifty - one of
Montana's fifty - three chapters sent delegates to the convention. The national

officer in attendance at the convention was Bob Smith, First National FFA

Vice President, from Button Willow, California.

Four s tudents attended the state FFA banquet as representatives of the four

state youth organizations which are a part of the vocational training program

for students. Youths and the organizations which they represented are as

follows: Robert Cass, Distributive Education Clubs of America, Bozeman; Jim
Gass, Trades and Industry, Laurel; Connie Bernett, Future Homemakers of

America, Helena; and Ronald Bokma, Future Farmers of America, Conrad.

1951 - 62

New chapters at Darby, Froid, Hardin, Nashua and Plentywood bro ught the total
number of chapters in the State Association to fifty - eight.

The Young Farmers Organization was promoted, with speakers from California,

John Lawson, Byron McMahon and Herluf Fries, and Mark Nichols of Utah,
spearheading a drive toward this e nd at the Vocational Education Conference
in Billings, August 27 - 30, 1951.

The National FFA Convention was October 8 - 11, in the Municipal Auditorium at
Kansas City. Montana's two American Farmers were Jim Leighty of Columbia

Falls and Tom Maxwell of Big Sa ndy. Tom also acted as an official delegate,
along with Don Gaarder of Fort Shaw.

Flathead and Huntley Project Chapters again proceeded to place in the gold
emblem classification of The National Chapter Contest.

The Ruby Valley Chapter, Sheridan, is unique in being the first chapter in
Montana to have three State Farmers and three past local FFA presidents from

the same family. Wayne, Doug and Don Elser have held various other state and
chapter offices. Another brother, Dale, was also a Future Farmer.

Dele gates from 58 chapters attended the first state - wide officers' training
school held in Helena, November 1 - 3, 1951. We were honored to have several
distinguished speakers at our school, including Governor John W. Bonner,

Secretary of State Sam W. Mitchell, Attorney General Arnold Olsen, Secretary

of Agriculture Alfred Ander son, Deputy Superintendent of Public Instruction
Genevieve Squires, Fish and Game Commissioner Ken Thompson, Kay Anderson,

State Board of Health, and Laura Nichol son, State Supervisor, D istributive
Education.

Each of the seven districts held district conventions in the spring. The
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seven districts are Southeastern, Western, Glacier, Big Muddy, Southwestern,
Judith Basin and Milk River.

The State FFA Convention was held April 16 -18, 1952 in Bozeman. Fifty - eight
chapters were represented at the convention. The convention was made more

enjoy able because of the FFA Band, directed by Lou Howard, and the FFA

Chorus, under the new direction of Henry Campbell, Montana State College

Music Departmen t.

We were indeed honored to have as speakers at our banquet, the Honorable John
W. Bonner, Governor of Montana; Miss Mary Condon, State Superintendent of

Public Instruction; Arnold Olsen, State Attorney General. Pacific Regional

Vice Presi  dent Duane Drus  hella from Scio, Oregon, brought greetings from the
National Organization.

Another honored guest was Herbert Merz, a German exchange student, who wrote
that he considered the convention the highlight of his stay in the United
States.

State public speaker, Billy Webster of the Fergus Chapter, won first place in

the Pacific Region at Bellingham, Washington on May 12th, and won the right

to represent our region in the national event at Kansas City. Billy placed

third in the National Public Speaking Contest and received a $200.00 award.

1952 - 53

Lear Flanagan, former member of the Fergus Chapter at Lewistown, was selected
as an IFYE student. His host country was Turkey.

Chapter membership was increased by two with the addition of chapters at
Broadus and Wolf Po int.

Late summer and early fall are always busy because of all the fair

activities. Some of the many fairs attended by our chapters are: Madison

County Fair, Twin Bridges; Powell - Deer Lodge County Fair, Deer Lodge;
Browning Junior Fair, Browning; Marias Fa ir, Shelby; Ravalli County Fair,
Hamilton; Central Montana Fair, Lewistown; North Montana Fair, Great Falls;

Midland Empire Fair, Billings; Valley County Fair, Glasgow; Blaine County

Fair, Harlem; Richland County Fair, Sidney; and Northwest Montana Fair,

Kalispell.

Arvin Banderob, Worden and Jim Yedlicka, Fromberg, received the Gold Key of
the American Farmer at the 25th National FFA Convention in Kansas City,
October 14, 1952. Official delegates to the convention were Jim Yedlicka and

State President Tom D unn of Livingston. The Buckaroos, Browning Chapter
guitar artists and singers, were Montana's talent contribution to the
convention.

Flathead and Huntley Project Chapters continued their success in The National
Chapter Contest by again placing in the gold emblem classification.

The Future Farmer Leadership Training School was held November 20 - 21,1952 in
the Senate Chambers of the State Capitol Building, Helena, Montana.

On January 29th, more than 75 students enrolled in vocational education
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programs throug  hout Montana presented an entertaining and educational program
to the House of Representatives, the Senate, and guests. Organizations
represented were DECA, FHA, FFA, and T and I.

The State FFA Convention was held April 15 - 17, 1953, with headquarters at th
Baxter Hotel in Bozeman. Honored speakers at the convention were: Orvin

Fjare, National Chairman of Americanism, U.S. Jaycees, Big Timber; and Don

Travis, National FFA Vice President from Fallon, Nevada.

1953-54

Chapter membership in the State Associat ion remained at 60 with the addition
of a chapter at Three Forks and the loss of the chapter at Wolf Point.

1950 American Farmer Marvin Balzer, Worden, was selected as an International
Farm Youth Exchange student. He traveled to Bogota, Columbia, South Ame rica,
trading ideas and knowledge with young farm people in South America.

Highlight of the 25th Anniversary National FFA Convention, October 12 - 15,
1953, was the appearance of President Dwight D. Eisenhower. He delivered the

first address ever given by a President of the United States before an FFA
Convention.

Wednesday morning convention feature was a gigantic Anniversary Pageant in

which more than 600 members participated. Scenes acted out by members

depicted the growth and achievements of the organizati on since 1928, and the
whole affair was climaxed by the presentation of a "birthday cake" 22 feet in

diameter in which 25 boys with special caps served as "candles."

Another delightful feature of the convention was the Buffalo Grass Dance per

formed by mem bers of the Browning Chapter. They were invited by special

request to take part in the 25th anniversary celebration. Taking part in the

dance were Gordon Whitegrass, Kenneth Old Person, Joe Littlebull, Mike Little

Dog, Wayne Bear Medicine, Curtis Bullchild , Leo Kennerly, Jr., Gary Douglas,
Leroy Pepion, Bob Stillsmoking, Wilson Roy and Jim Hanson. They were

accompanied to Kansas City by their advisor, R. W. Harris, and school bus

driver, Jim Fisher.

Flathead chalked up their eleventh consecutive win, and Hu ntley Project their
sixth, in the gold emblem division of The National Chapter Contest.

A sad note injected at a delegate session was the announcement by President

Jimmy Dillon that former second national vice - president, Joe King, was killed
in the crash o f a jet fighter in Utah. Joe attended our Montana convention in

1950 and traveled to many chapters in Montana during his stay.

Official delegates to that memorable anniversary convention were Charles
Schwend of Bridger and Albert H. Groskinsky of Sidney. A Ibert also joined
with Clyde A. Pederson of Creston to receive the Gold Key of American Farmer.

Vocational agriculture mourned the death of Montana's dean of vocational

agri culture teachers, Harry Hoffman, who passed away at Miles City on

November 19, 195 3. Mr. Hoffman came to Montana and took over the vo - ag
department at Custer County High School in the fall of 1923. He completed 30
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years in that same school at the end of the school term. During his years at

Miles City, four of his Future Farmers became A merican Farmers and two held
national offices, in addition to the many other achievements attained by

members of his chapter. His contributions to his community and FFA will be

long remembered.

There were 101 Montana Future Farmers in attendance at the Thi rd Annual
Leadership Training School held in Helena, December 7 - 8, 1953. Some honored
guests and speakers at the convention were the Honorable J. Hugo Aronson,

Governor of Montana; George Gosman, Lieutenant Governor; Edna J. Hinman,

State Treasurer; Henry Helland, State Highway Department Engineer; Ross

Toole, Director of the Montana Historical Society.

John Shultheis, National FFA Vice President from the Pacific Region, from
Colton, Washington, was a featured guest and speaker at the Annual State FFA
Conve ntion in Bozeman, April 7 -9, 1954.

Don Travis, past national vice president, was selected as one of two FFA
members in the United States to participate in an exchange program with the
Young Farmers Clubs of Great Britain. Don attended our 1953 State Conven tion.

1954 - 65

We deleted one chapter from our membership roster, Froid, and added three
more, Joplin, Geraldine and Red Lodge, bringing the total number of chapters
in the State Association to 62.

Over 90 Montana Future Farmers attended the National FFA Convention in Kansas
City, October 11 - 15, 1954. Official delegates to the convention were Don

Patterson of Fort Benton and Edward Reiter of Worden. Ed Reiter also received

the American Farmer Degree at the convention, as did Lawrence Cornelius of

Ronan.

St ate FFA Band Director, Lou Howard of Bozeman, was a guest of the State

Association at the convention in Kansas City. Lou said of the trip, "This

trip simply took all the linen off the rose bushes. | can't begin to tell

you what a wonderful vacation was st aged for me. After eighteen years of band
work with the FFA band my dream came true - atrip to Kansas City and the
wonderful convention."

Mr. Howard started his musical band career in 1886 at Dillon, Montana, when

he was an eight year - old coronet player i n a band. The son of a physician who
had moved to Montana from Oregon, he learned music at his mother's piano

bench and later studied at the New England Conservatory in Boston.

“In 1889, when Montana was admitted to the Union," he recalled, "I blew the
bugle announcing the news when the governor's telegram from Helena reached
Butte. Then we fired a cannon."

Mr. Howard went to Bozeman in 1892 and organized the "Bozeman Boys' Free
Silver Band," a reflection of William Jenning Bryan's famous presidential
campaign of that year. He also founded the College of Montana's band in 1905,
and the Montana State College, Bozeman, band in 1907.
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Three more former Montana Future Farmers were selected to take part in the

1955 International Farm Youth Exchange program. It was announced that Gail
Stensland of Glasgow would be assigned to Portugal, Burton Bosch of Chinook

to Jordan, and Clifford Doke of Glasgow to Pakistan.

In November, 1954, Orvin B. Fjare, former Future Farmer from Big Timber, was
elected to the United States Congress, representing Montana's second
congressional district.

The Fifth Annual Leadership Training School was held in the State Capitol
Building, Helena, November 19 - 20, 1954.

Winners in the Great Western Sugar Company's annual sugar beet contest were

Robert and Richard Pierce, Huntley Project Chapter, first place; Robert

Frank, Yellowstone Chapter, second place; and Roy Lynn, Fromberg, third

place.  Over five hundred blue - jacketed Future Farmers from sixty high schools
gathered in Bozeman, April 13 -15, to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the
Montana Associa tion of FFA. Honored guest at the convention was Jay Wright,
National FFA Vice President for the Pacific Region, Alamo, Nevada.

1955 - 56

Montana added three more chapters to the roster, to bring the t otal number of
FFA chapters in the state to 65. Chapters were added at Augusta, Rosebud and
Scobey.

Archie Evans of the Charlo Chapter and Harvey McMinn of the Red Lodge Chapter
were selected as the first recipients of $100.00 awards from the Heywood

Found ation. The will of the late Royalston Heywood Cram provided that certain
securities be set aside and the interest from these be deposited into a fund

to be known as the Heywood Foundation. Sixteen Future Farmers applied for the
award this year.

Official de legates to the National FFA Convention, October 10 - 13, 1955 were
Arden Olsen of Kalispell and Rogerric "Pete" Knutson of Miles City. Arden

Olsen also received the American Farmer Degree, along with Donald Blasdel.

Both boys are members of the Flathead Chap ter at Kalispell.

Flathead and Huntley Project Chapters again chalked up wins in the gold
emblem division of The National Chapter Contest, making the thirteenth
consecutive year for Kalispell, and the eighth consecutive year for Worden.

Many Future Farmers attended the Sixth Annual Leadership Training School held
in Helena, November 18 - 19, 1955.

Twenty - four FFA teams competed in the livestock and meats judging competition
at the Winter Fair in Bozeman on March 10th.

The 26th Annual State Leadership Conferen ce was held April 11 - 13, 1956, at
the Baxter Hotel in Bozeman. Official delegates were welcomed by Arnold

Swanson, Bozeman mayor, Dr. R. R. Renne, Montana State College President, and

Al Haas, Bozeman Chief of Police. High point of the conference was speak er
Dan Dunham of Lakeview, Oregon, National FFA President, and Burton Bosch,

Montana's national FFA public speaking winner in 1949.
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The State FFA Band and Chorus provided fitting entertainment under their
respec tive leaders, Lou Howard and Brandon Mehrle.

1956 - 57

We lost two chapters and gained one this year, to make a total of 64 chapters
in the State Association. Twin Bridges and Valier dropped their departments,
while the Smith River Valley Chapter was organized at White Sulphur Springs.

National offi cers participated in a brief ground - breaking ceremony July
for a $275,000 office structure the organization is building South of

Alexandria, Virginia. National President Dan Dunham turned the first spade

full of earth before construction equipment was pulled on the site to begin
excavations. The new Future Farmers' building will be a brick structure in

colonial architecture. It will be used to house The National FUTURE FARMER

and the Future Farmers' Supply Service.

Rogerric "Pete" Knutson of Miles Cit y and Walter Hammermeister of Conrad were
awarded the Gold Key of American Farmer at the National Convention in Kansas

City, October 15 - 18, 1956. It was at this convention that Pete was elected

Pacific Region Vice President of the Future Farmers of Americ a. Official

delegates from Montana were State President Rand Robbin, Bigfork, and Pete
Knutson.

Flathead and Huntley Project Chapters continued to place in the gold emblem
division of The National Chapter Contest.

The Sixth Annual State Leadership Training School was in Helena, February 6
9, 1957. Principal speakers at the school were Governor J. Hugo Aronson,

State Superintendent Harriet Miller, Montana Highway Patrol Supervisor Alex

Stephenson, and State FFA Advisor A. W. Johnson.

A special youth program was held for the Legislative Assembly. State

President Rand Robbin emceed the program, and conducted the FFA opening

ceremony. This was followed by 7 - 10 minute talks on "Youth Speaks" by various
vocational education youth group representatives; Jim Nichole s, FFA Vice

President, Deer Lodge; Ardis Armstrong, National Future Homemakers of America
Vice President, Fairfield; and Eldon Pickering, State DECA Parliamentarian,
Helena.

Over four hundred Future Farmers attended the State Leadership Conference

held in Bozeman, April 10 - 12. Principal speaker at the conference was
Montana's own Pete Knutson, National Vice President. We were also fortunate

to have as a guest speaker, Bill Lassey, a former Future Farmer from

Fairview, who spoke on his experiences as an Inte rnational Farm Youth
Exchange delegate to Turkey.

1957 - 58

Chapter membership in the State Association remained at sixty - four with the
addition of two chapters, Clyde Park and Bigfork, and the loss of two others,
Culbertson and Hamilton.

State Vice Presid ent, Myron Deibel, Broadus, and Archie Evans of the Charlo

46

241



Chapter were Montana's delegates to the American Institute of Cooperation
Conference at Fort Collins, Colorado, in August.

Noel Emond of Malta and Larry Pihlaja of Joliet were named American Farme rs
at the National FFA Convention in Kansas City, October 14 -17,1957. Emond was
also an official delegate, as was State President Tom Pendergast of Dillon.

Flathead Chapter of Kalispell walked off with another gold emblem

classification in the National Ch apter Contest for the fifteenth consecutive
year, while the Huntley Project Chapter, Worden, did the same for the tenth
consecutive year.

Because the dates of the State FFA Leadership Conference were moved from the

school year to the summer, the State FFA Public Speaking Event was held April

12th in Lewistown so that we would have a speaker to enter in regional

competition.

Over fifty state supervisors and teacher trainers attended the Thirty - Ninth
Annual Pacific Regional Conference for Vocational Agricultu ral Education,
which was held in Helena, Montana, April 28 - May 2, 1958. Conference theme

was "Adjusting the Program of Vocational Agricultural Education to Meet
Changing Conditions and Needs." The topic of the conference was "Improving
the Vocational Agr iculture Program Through Farm Mechanics."

A 17 - year old high school junior from Ephrata, Washington, Gregory Click, was

the winner of the Pacific Regional Public Speaking Event at Helena on April

28. His topic was "Your Vocation in Agriculture." Montana wa s represented by
State Public Speaking winner, Jack Dunn of Livingston.

The 28th Annual State FFA Leadership Conference was held July 21 - 23,1958 at
Montana State College, Bozeman. This was the first time an FFA conference was
held in the summer.

1958 - 59

Departments were closed at Bozeman, Harlowton, Rosebud and Worden, and one
opened at Plevna to bring the number of chapters in the State Association to
sixty - one.

Huntley Project Chapter of Worden placed in the gold division of The National
Chapter Contes t for the eleventh year in a row. Flathead Chapter of Kalispell
placed in the silver division of this same event.

A delegation of more than ninety Future Farmers attended the 31st Annual

National Convention in Kansas City, October 13 - 16, 1958. Iver Johann esen of
Malta and Merle Clark of Marmarth, North Dakota both received the American

Farmer Degree. Merle, by the way, lived just inside the North Dakota border

and was a member of the Miles City Chapter. Official delegates at the

convention were State Presi dent Jerry O'Hair, Livingston, and Merle Clark.

Nearly eighty Future Farmers from thirty - six chapters attended the State FFA
Leadership Training School held in Helena on February 20 - 21, 1959. Along with
representatives from the other vocational education y outh groups they
presented a program for the Legislative Assembly. Representatives of the
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youth groups were: Gary Graham, FFA 3rd Vice President, Kalispell, Jack
Gillespie, T & | student, Helena; Sandra Stenseth, immediate past state FHA
officer, Conrad; a nd James Boespflug, DECA State President, Glendive.

Over 300 Future Farmers attended the 29th Annual State FFA Leadership

Conference in Bozeman, June 3 -5, 1959. We were honored to have as our
principal speaker Adin Hester of Canby, Oregon, National FFA Pre sident. Lou
Howard conducted the marvelous FFA band for the 22nd year.
1959 - 60
Four departments were closed, Darby, Joplin, Nashua and Stanford, reducing
the number of chapters in the State Association to fifty - seven.
On Sunday, July 19th, Montana's stat e FFA officers, accompanied by Basil

Ashcraft, Assistant State Advisor, left by train to attend the first National

Leadership Training Conference in Washington, D.C. State officers attending

were P. J. Hill, Miles City; Jim Olson, Fort Benton; Gordon March esseault,
Dillon; Mike Manning, Kalispell; Ivan Cayko, Fairview; Wayne Bromenshenk,

Billings; Bill Crowley, Three Forks; Delmer Harrison, Red Lodge; Glenn

Bruckner, Malta and Raymond Wang, Plentywood. It was at this meeting that

the National FFA Building w as dedicated. The principal speaker at this

dedication was Arthur S. Fleming of the Department of Health, Education and

Welfare.

Future Farmers were greeted by many statesmen, including the Honorable Dwight

D. Eisenhower, President of the United States; Ly ndon Johnson, Majority
Leader of the Senate; Sam Rayburn, Speaker of the House; Everett Dirksen,

Minority Leader of the Senate; Charles Halleck, Minority Leader of the House;

Estes Kefauver, Senator from Tennessee. The Montana Future Farmers visited

the U. S. Senate and lunched with Montana's congressional delegation, Senator

James Murray and Representatives LeRoy Anderson and Lee Metcalf.

Many historical sites were visited, including the Smithsonian Institute,

Museum of Natural History, National Art Gallery , Tomb of the Unknown Soldier,
Iwo Jima Monument, and Jefferson Memorial (where Secretary of Agriculture
Benson spoke about Jefferson as a farmer); Washington Monument, U.S. Capitol

Building, National Archives Building, Washington's Tomb.

The state officer s participated in all of the leadership training sessions.
The group visited New York City on the way home, touring Manhattan Island,

the aircraft carrier USS Wasp, Empire State Building, New York Stock

Exchange, Soviet Exhibition at the New York Coliseum, United Nations

Building, and others.

Tom Pendergast, Melrose, and lvan Walter, Billings, were awarded American
Farmer Degrees at the National Convention in Kansas City, October 12 - 15,
1959. Tom was also official delegate, along with State President P. J. Hill.

Flathead bounced back after a one year lapse to again place in the gold
division of The National Chapter Contest, with Park of Livingston placing in
the bronze.

The Belgrade Chapter grabbed the team sweepstakes from twenty - five other
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chapters at the Montana Winter Fair in Bozeman the latter part of January.

Three Future Farmers were honored for outstanding farm experience programs in

sugar beet production at a luncheon in Billings hosted by R. L. Kimonos ,
Manager of the Billings District Office of The Great Western Sugar Company.
Delbert Nott of Fromberg placed first, Bill Kroll of Bridger second, and

Lyndon Coburn of Billings was third.

After a brief iliness, death came to Lou Howard on March 1st. Mr. Howard

founded the Montana FFA Band in 1936 with o nly ten members. His last public
appearance with the band was in June of 1959 when he conducted the Montana

FFA Band at the State FFA Leadership Conference.

Hundreds of Montana Future Farmers who played in Montana's State FFA Band

will long remember Lou, h is musical ability, his pungent expressions, and his
ready wit. Surviving Lou is his widow, May belle , of Bozeman, and two
daughters.

State FFA President P. J. Hill attended the White House Conference on

Children and Youth in Washington, D.C., March 27 - April 2, 1960. Over 7,000
young people were in attendance at this five day conference discussing the

many factors affecting youth today. Three other youth representatives were

present from Montana.

Over four hundred Future Farmers attended the State FFA Leade rship Conference
in Bozeman, June 1 - 3,1960. L. S. "Jack" Crews, National FFA Vice President

from the Pacific Region was the national officer in attendance at the

conference. Jack was a member of the Frontier Chapter at Cheyenne, Wyoming.

1960- 61

Three d epartments were opened, Culbertson, Wibaux and Worden, and one closed,
Geraldine, to bring the total number of chapters in the State Association to
fifty - nine.

Nearly ninety Future Farmers attended the 33rd National FFA Convention in

Kansas City, October 1 2- 14, 1960. The delegation was led by State President
Jerry O H a,Lieingston, and Richard Ostrum, Absarokee. Richard received the
American Farmer Degree along with Ted Kanab of Silesia.

The Flathead Chapter at Kalispell again placed in the gold division of The
National Chapter Contest with Belt Chapter placing in the bronze division.

Five Montana Future Farmers received awards from the James F. Lincoln Arc

Welding Foundation program. Missoula Chapter had the bulk of winners with a

joint project by Harold Watkins and Wayne Brilliant winning a fourth place
award of $100. They built a utility loader. Gary Preston and Clifford

McCulloch won fifth awards of $50; Preston for building a logging boom for a

caterpillar, and McCulloch for a power grinder. John Whole s, Deer Lodge,
received a sixth award of $25 for constructing a welding table and welding

table seat. For winning a fourth place award the Foundation also made an

addi tional award of the same amount to the Missoula Chapter and voyage
instructor Larry Buhl to be used for the improvement of their farm mechanics
program.
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State Reporter Gerald Wearley, Augusta, received a $300 scholarship for out
standing work at Montana State College, from the Sears - Roebuck Foundation.

The State FFA Leadership Conference was held June 2 and 3, 1961 in Bozeman,
with headquarters at the Baxter Hotel. A lot of planning went into this

conference, which was shortened from a three day program to a two day

program. We were also short handed, with only seven active officers, so

really  appreciated Ray Wang, former state officer, and his service in

visiting chapters in his part of the state and helping with the conference.

National officer in attendance at the conference was John Crier , Pacific
Region Vice President, from Spanish Forks, Utah.

1961 - 62

We lost three departments, Browning, Charlo and Corvallis, and gained one,
Opheim, to reduce the total number of chapters in the State Association to
fifty - seven.

After twenty - four years as State Advisor of the Montana Association, A. W.

Jo hnson retired on September 1, 1961. Mr. Johnson's career began in 1926 when

he started teaching Vo- Ag at Choteau. He went to Deer Lodge in 1928 and spent
eleven years there building up one of the finest chapters in the Nation. He

was named State Supervisor of Vocational Agricultural Education in 1937, and
became the State Director of Vocational Education in 1950.

Mr. Johnson was succeeded by a native of Gallatin Gateway, Montana, and Max
L. Amberson .Mr. Amber son received his undergraduate training at MSC in
Bozeman, and taught at Whitehall before joining the Peavey Occident Company

in Minneapolis, Minnesota, from which he came to become State Supervisor of

Agricultural Education in Montana.

National FFA Advisor, Dr. William T. Stanton |, retired on November 1 after
completing thirty - six years of service in the field of vocational

agricultural education. As Director of the Agricultural Education Branch in

the U.S. Office of Education, he had been National Advisor since April 1,

1941.

Dr. Stanton was succeeded as National Advisor by Dr. A. Webster Taney , who
has been with the U.S. Office of Education since 1943. Dr. Taney served as
National FFA Executive Secretary until 1957, when he relinquished his duties

to spend full - time in the Program Specialist Branch of the U.S. Office of
Education.

Official delegates at the 34th National Convention in Kansas City were State
President Bill Krutzfeldt of Powderville and Raymond Wang of Plentywood.
Raymond Wang and Henry Nagamori of Loma both received the Gold Key of
Ameri can Farmer. In addition to receiving the American Farmer Degree, Henry
Nagamori was named the Star Farmer of the Pacific Region. Following is an
article that appeared in the October 15, 1961 issue of the Great Falls

Tribune.
"Last Wednesday Night, October 11, on the stage of the Kansas City, Missouri,
Municipal Auditorium, the spotlights were centered on four blue - jacketed
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Future Farmers of America. Behind each boy was a huge star in the blue and

gold colors of the FFA. One of these young men was a Montanan ,21 -year -old
Henry Nagamori of Loma, a former student of vocational agriculture at Fort

Benton High School.

"Henry had just been named Star Farmer for the 11state Pacific Region, before

an audience of 10,000 Future Farmers of America from the 50 states, w ho were
gathered for the organization's 34th annual convention. To the plaudits of

the crowd were added the cheers of a large delegation of Future Farmers from

the Treasure State. Among those in attendance was Gail Stensland, vocational

agriculture teacher and FFA advisor at Fort Benton, who has worked closely

with Henry for seven years.

"With this award, Henry received $500 in cash. On stage with him to share his
honor was his mother, Mrs. Aya Nagamori, who received a special citation.

"Earlier in the day, Henry had received the organization's top achievement

degree, that of American Farmer. Only one member in a thousand is eligible to

become an American Farmer. This degree is based upon establishment and

achievements in farming and rural leadership abiliti es. From the group of 377
boys who had been named American Farmers, four were selected by a committee

for the honor of Regional Star Farmers. The Regional Star Farmers were

selected by a committee of nationally known business and professional men at

a meet ing at the National FFA headquarters in Washington, D.C., during the

summer. Names were kept secret until just before the presentations.

"It was a seven - year journey for young Nagamori, from his enrollment as a

fresh man at Fort Benton High School in 1954, to the immense stage of the
Kansas City Auditorium. A combination of wise parents, a hard working son, a

good school system and careful guidance by two dedicated vocational

agriculture teachers made this achievement possible. Don Lee, now assistant

profes sor of agricultural engineering at Montana State College (University),

was Henry's agriculture teacher and FFA advisor his first two years in high

school and Gail Stensland since that time.

"In reality, the story of Henry's farming program should go back s everal
years earlier, to a day in 1946 when his parents decided to purchase the farm
they had been leasing, near the town of Loma.

"This was just after World War Il and even though the hysteria of the war in

the Pacific had passed, it was impossible for He nry's parents, natives of
Japan who were not naturalized American citizens, to own property. These

provisions of the law, however, did not apply to American citizens, and Henry

was an American citizen by virtue of being born in this country. To cope with

t he legal aspects the purchase of the land was made in Henry's name.

"As with most Future Farmers, Henry's beginning in vocational agriculture was
small but it was not to remain that way for long. His first farming program
as a freshman consisted of 16.6 ac res of barley.

"Henry's father died in 1954 and Henry assumed the responsibility of
operating the farm. In his sophomore year in high school, in addition to
taking care of his own land, Henry went into partnership with John Itow, who
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was employed by Henry as a hired man, in the farming of an additional 445
acres of farm land. This arrangement continued under a five - year lease which
unfortunately could not be renewed after that time.

"In 1955, Henry began a series of improvement programs on his own ranch, t he
most successful of which has been his stubble mulch program. This practice

was deemed necessary because of the light soil on the farm. All of his land

is strip - farmed to conserve moisture and prevent soil and wind erosion.

"During his four years in high school, Henry learned of new practices to
improve a farming program, developed skills in farm mechanics and learned to

keep an accurate set of farm records. By the time he had graduated from high

school in 1958, Henry's total labor income from his farming operations
exceeded $11,000.

"The year following his graduation, Henry went into an active partnership

with his mother. A one - half interest in the farm machinery became Henry's.
The forming of the partnership helped to equalize income taxes and the

deprec iation on machinery. After forming the partnership, Henry provided most

of the labor and he and his mother have shared equally the expenses and

receipts since that time.

"Besides the crop program on the 1,120 - acre farm, Henry built up a herd of
about 30 gr ade Angus and Hereford beef cattle. He has over 100 acres of
crested wheat grass and native grass for pasture.

"This young farmer has a full line of modern farm machinery which includes

four tractors, two self - propelled combines, four trucks and cultivatio n and
seeding implements. He has built two large steel buildings to house his farm

machinery and recently constructed three large steel grain storage bins.

"A believer in the value of good farm records, Henry keeps accurate accounts
on all his farming tran sactions.

"As is expected of a Star Farmer, he has an excellent record of leadership in

the Future Farmers of America and in his home community. He was president of

the Fort Benton Chapter in 1957 - 58 and a vice president of the Montana
Association of FFA i n 1958 - 59. He has a long record of accomplishments in
public speaking, judging events and other FFA activities. At the 1958 state
leadership conference he received the Montana Star State Grain Farmer Award

of $100. "Henry was president of his class all fo ur years in high school. He
was graduated as salutatorian, which speaks highly of his scholastic

capabilities. For two consecutive years, 1957 and 1958, he received a Heisey
Foundation Award of $50. This award is presented for citizenship, scholarship

and individual achievements.

"He was a delegate from Fort Benton High School to Montana Boys' State in
1957.

He was a member of the "B" Club, the Fort Benton High School Athletic
Association, and played varsity football his junior and senior years. He was
a me mber of the student council and in his senior year was editor of the high
school annual.
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"His vocational agriculture teacher, Gail Stensland, says Henry has put into

practice what was taught him in the classroom. Stensland continues, "Henry is

one of the m  ost outstanding Future Farmers with whom | have had the oppor -
tunity to work. Since | have known him, he has strived for higher goals. His

home farm is neat and orderly and shows that he is mindful of good farm

planning. Henry has become established in far ming and in this community is
recognized for his leadership in agriculture.'

"Henry has continued his interest in the study of agriculture, having

participated the past two years in the young farmer and adult farmer classes
conducted at Fort Benton High Sc hool. During the fall of 1959 and again
during the winter quarter of 1960, he was enrolled in the agricultural

technology course at Northern Montana College at Havre.

"At the time of his application for the American Farmer Degree in July of

this year, Henr y's net worth was in excess of $160,000. An unbiased appraisal

value of his land resulted in a figure of a little more than $100,000.

Inflation has accounted for a considerable portion of this figure because the

land was originally purchased in 1946 for a bout one - third of its value today.

"Henry is looking toward the future. At present he is growing Itana winter
wheat which is recommended as one of the better milling varieties. He hopes
to enlarge the scope of his farming operations by obtaining additional
acreage of winter wheat producing land.

"D. J. Hoynes, superintendent of schools at Fort Benton, has remarked, 'To

watch the growth and development of Henry Nagamori has been an inspiration. |

have followed his career with interest and have watched him be come a credit
to his mother, his school, his community, his state and his nation. We in

Fort Benton are very proud of him. An achievement such as Henry's is an

inspiration for one to stay in public school work.'

“Inthe 31 - year history of the Montana Assoc iation of FFA, Henry is only the
second boy to have attained the Pacific Regional Star Farmer honor. The

previous winner was Dan Mizner, a member of the Deer Lodge Chapter, who

received the honor in 1935."

Flathead Chapter of Kalispell again placed in the gold emblem classification
of The National Chapter Contest and the Belt Chapter at Belt placed in the
bronze.

Two Huntley Project Chapter members and a Yellowstone Chapter member were

honored for sugar beet production at the Annual Great Western Sugar Comp any
Banquet. Placing first was Wilbur Oblander of Worden, with Edward Popp of

Worden, second, and Ronald Ostermiller of Billings, third.

Over two hundred Future Farmers attended a Crop Clinic conducted by Willis

Miller, Assistant Director, Agricultural Dep artment of the Peavey - Occident
Company. The clinics were conducted at Wibaux, Sidney, Glasgow, Conrad,

Bridger, Lewistown and Billings.

The 32nd Annual State FFA Leadership Conference was conducted at Montana
State College, Bozeman, June 6 and 7, 1962. App roximately 375 Future Farmers
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were in attendance, representing each of Montana's 57 chapters.

A new feature of the conference was the Agricultural Careers Luncheon for all
boys interested in education beyond high school.

National officer in attendance at t his conference was Pacific Region Vice
President Darryl Eastvold of Mayville, North Dakota.

The Leadership Conference was concluded Saturday night with an Awards Banquet
which featured Montana Treasure Steaks, a courtesy of the Montana Beef
Council.

Fairfi  eld and Hinsdale Chapters represented Montana at the National Range and
Soil Judging Contest held in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, May 4 - 5,1962.

Montana Future Farmers do keep up with the times, as was evidenced by the

initial Space Age Agriculture flight made by Malta Chapter members on May
9th. The flight was made possible through the cooperation of Mrs. Mary Jo

Janey, Supervisor of Aviation Education, Department of Public Instruction,

and the Montana Aeronautics Commission. Participants in the program were
Dean Robertson, local advisor; Malta Future Farmers; Max Amberson, State FFA

Advisor; Mary Jo Janey; and school board member Gene Mendel, who was one of

the pilots. Students studied soil and soil conservation in the weeks before

the flight. Flying over the Malta area the vo - ag students observed in detail
those important items covered in class. Dean Robertson said, "We
accomplished more in today's two hours in the air than we could have done

during the day - long Id trip by car or bus."

Winners of the new G rain Terminal Association Scholarships for 1962 were vo

ag instructors Luther Lalum, Kalispell; Vernon Pacovsky, Bainville; Howard

Breitbach, Baker; and Gail Stensland, Fort Benton. The $250 scholarships are

made possible a grant of $1,000.00 from the Far mers Union for the purpose of
a continuing education program.

1962 - 63

Chapter membership remained the same, fifty - seven, with the addition of a new
Department at Custer, and the deletion of the chapter at Glasgow.

Larry Thompson, State President, Plentyw ood, and Larry Watt, 2nd State Vice
President, Miles City, attended the American Youth Foundation Leadership

Training Camp at Stony Lake, Michigan. They were accompanied by Lyle

Campbell, Conrad FFA Chapter Advisor. The two - week session was held August 13
to August 26.

First place winner in the community booth display at the State Fair in Great
Falls was the Cascade Chapter. Jim Lewis, Cascade, was manager of the FFA
Department at the fair, and John Nauck, Choteau, was in charge of the FFA

Childrens' Barnya rd, which is one of the outstanding attractions at the fair.
FFA members were again grandstand ushers during the six - day performance of
the fair.

A total of 470 Future Farmers and advisors attended a series of seven
District Leadership Training Schools con ducted during the week of September
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17- 21. A total of fifty - three chapters were represented. The state officers,
assisted by advisors Max Amberson and Basil Ashcraft, and Dr. Leo Knuti and
H. E. Rodeberg, conducted these very successful schools.

Official d elegates to the 35th National Convention in Kansas City, October

10- 12, 1962 were State President Larry Thompson, Plentywood, and Keith Kelly,

Red Lodge. Merrill Eddie Miller, Absarokee, received the American Farmer

Degree. Dr. Henry S. Brunner was succeed ed by R. Cedric Anderson, Cedar
Rapids, lowa, as National FFA Band director.

Flathead Chapter of Kalispell received a gold emblem classification in The
National Chapter Contest, while Fergus of Lewistown Chapter received a bronze
emblem.

Twenty - four teams competed in the livestock judging at the annual Winter Fair

in Bozeman, January 26, with Fergus of Lewistown and Huntley Project Chapters
winning top honors by placing in the gold division. High individuals were Jim

Johannes, Worden; Marvin Gebhard, Simms; and Bob Andersen, Lewistown.

Twelve chapters participated in the new outdoor poster program during FFA
Week. These posters were placed on billboards throughout the state through
the fine cooperation of the Montana Outdoor Advertising Companies.

The Annual  State FFA Leadership Conference was held April 5 and 6, 1963 on
the campus of Montana State College, Bozeman, Montana. National officer in
attendance at the conference was National FFA President Kenny McMillan, from
Bushnell, lllinois.

Dick Pence, Huntley Project Chapter, was selected as the talent winner to

attend the South Dakota FFA Convention. This trip is made possible through a

new exchange program supported by the Peavey Company of Minneapolis,

Minnesota. Under this program, the talent winner and pr esident of the North
Dakota FFA Association attend our leadership conference; our talent winner

and president attend the South Dakota FFA Convention; and the South Dakota

talent winner and president attend the North Dakota Convention. The program

does much to spread good will between the state associations, as well as

promote the exchange of ideas.

1963 - 64

We lost two chapters, Highwood and Scobey, and added one, Wheatland at
Harlowton, to bring the number of chapters in the State Association to fifty
SiX .

On July 4th, eight Montana FFA boys returned home from a three - week tour of
Europe. The Future Farmers were accompanied on the People to People Goodwill

Tour by Mr. Donald Owen, Belfry FFA Chapter Advisor. Future Farmers making

the tour were David Philli ps, Ashland; Dale Keil, Conrad; Ray Yeager,

Choteau; Doug Lenington, Fort Benton; Frank Hill, Powderville; Tom Snyder and

Duane Hergenrider, Belfry; and Ray Kalanick, Fort Benton.

The boys were a part of a delegation of forty - three boys from Montana,
Wyoming and Colorado. They visited university experimental farms, fruit
farms, collective farms, dairy farms, chicken farms, hog farms, state
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experimental farms, cattle farms, English farms, corporate farms, sheep
farms, mink farms, and some farms behind the ir on curtain.

P. J. Hill, a junior from Powderville majoring in agriculture, was elected

president of the Associated Students of Montana State College at an all -
school election this spring. Hill was president of the State Association in

1959 - 60, and a former member of the Miles City Chapter.

Einar Brosten, Big Horn Chapter Advisor, Hardin, accompanied Dick Quarnburg,
3rd State Vice President, and David Phillips, State President, to the two
week program at Camp Miniwanca sponsored by the American Youth Foundat ion.

Over four hundred Future Farmer officers from all chapters in the state

parti cipated in the second annual series of Leadership Training Schools which

were conducted the week of September 16 - 19. Host schools were Bridger, Miles
City, Culbertson, Three Forks, Hinsdale, Belt, Fairfield, and St. Ignatius.

Jerald R. McGillen, Missoula, was the winner of the Farm Management Contest

which was sponsored by the Jaycees, according to Allen Walton, Beaverhead

Chapter Advisor, who was responsible for conducting t he contest. Second place
was Duncan Wohlgenant of Miles City, and third was Randy Parsons of Cascade.

Fifteen schools entered the program.

Ninety - two Future Farmers from thirty - six chapters attended the 36th National
FFA Convention in Kansas City, Missouri , October9 - 11, 1963. Official
delegates were State President Dave Phillips, Ashland, and Alan Folda,

Lewistown. Alan and John Hebbelman, Jr., Chinook, received the Gold Key of

American Farmer.

Flathead Chapter, Kalispell, again received a gold emblem clas sification in
The National Chapter Contest, with Fergus of Lewistown again receiving a
bronze.

Top producers in sugar beet production were honored at a Great Western Sugar
Company luncheon in Billings on January 18. Ronald Ostermiller, Huntley, was
top pro ducer with Leroy Gabel, Huntley, and Tom Michel, Custer, being
runners - up.

The Annual State FFA Leadership Conference was held April 3 -4,1963in
Bozeman on the campus of Montana State College. We were honored to have as
guests at our conference, Jan Turne r, Pacific Region Vice OoPresident from

Morgan Utah, and William Paul Gray, National FFA Executive Secretary from
Washington D.C..

1964 - 65

Chapter membership in the State Association increased to fifty - eight
chapters with the addition of two new departmen ts, Denton and Columbus.

First place in the community booth display at the Great Falls State Fair

went to Flathead Chapter at Kalispell. Cascade Chapter received second

place and Fort Benton Chapter received third. Other good entries and their

placings wer  e: Bigfork, fourth; Poison , fifth; Conrad, sixth; Three Forks,
seventh; Wibaux, eighth; Belt, ninth; and Clyde Park, tenth.
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State President Robert Andersen, Lewistown, and Byron Martinell, State

Sentinel, Dillon, attended the American Youth Foundation Lead ership
Training Camp at Stony Lake, Michigan, August 17 - 30. They were accompanied
on the trip by Clark Cleveland, Hinsdale FFA Chapter Advisor.

State officers again conducted a series of Leadership Training Schools

throughout the state during the week of S eptember 14 - 17. Host schools for
these meetings were Belgrade Belt, Choteau, St. Ignatius, Belfry, Hardin,

Fairview and Chinook.

Montana's delegation to the 37th National Convention in Kansas City,

October 14 -17, 1064 was led by State President Robert Ande rsen pf Lewistown
and American Farmer winner, Larry Veigel of Kalispell. The other Montanan

receiving the American Farmer Degree was Ronald Benson of Dillon.

Flathead Chapter, Kalispell and Huntley Project Chapter, Worden, both

placed in the emblem classif ication of the National Chapter Contest. This
was the twenty - first time the Flathead Chapter placed in the gold division,

with Huntley Project placing in the gold for the twelfth time.

Vocational agriculture students from Polson, Missoula and Dillon were

recently named winners in the annual Lincoln Arc Welding Contest. Arthur

Mangels, Polson was a $50.00 fifth award winner with a snow plow design

entry. Sixth place awards pf $25.00 went to Dale Decker of Dillon for a

tip  ddown implement trailer and Wesle y Mills of Missoula for a heavy duty
farm wagon gear.

Lt. Lones Wigger, Jr., a member of the Fort Benton FFA chapter from 1951 to
1955 won a gold and a silver medal in small bore free rifle events at the
Olympic games held in Tokyo this past fall.

A former  Future Farmer, William G. Michael, Jr., of the Billings area, was

named Montanads Outstanding Young Farmer by the Montan,
meeting in Great Falls. Bill, along with the winners from other states,

received an all - expense pair trip to Fort Colli ns, Colorado to participate

in the national event in April.

National Student Secretary, Evan Green from Fort Morgan, Colorado, was the

officer in attendance at the 35th Annual State Leadership Conference held on

the campus of Montana State University, Boze man, April 2 - 3, 1965. Other
guests at the conference were North Dakota State FFA President, Michael

Anderson, and talent winners, Curtis Kaldor and Bruce Moen. They attended the

conference through the sponsorship of the Peavey Company of Minneapolis,

Minne sota.

Schools participating in the "flying classrooms" scheduled during the week of

April 26 - 30 were Absarokee, Worden and Miles City. Since the inauguration of
this program at Malta in 1962, schools at Dillon, Fort Benton, Red Lodge,
Plentywood, Lewistown and Kalispell have also participated in the program.

1965 - 66

Our State Association continued to grow with the addition of a new chapter at
Forsyth, bringing total number of chapters in the association to fifty - nine.
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State President Leroy Gabel, Huntley, and State Reporter Rex Madsen,
Livingston, were accompanied to the American Youth Foundation Leadership

Training Camp at Stony Lake, Oceana County, Michigan, by Vernon Dahlstrom,

Stillwater Valley FFA Chapter Advisor. These scholarships were established b

Wm. H. Danforth, founder of the Ralston Purina Company, and are available to

each State FFA Organization for the state president, an outstanding FFA

member, and an out standing agricultural instructor or state educational staff

member. The awards are bas ed on the principle of four - fold balance, physical,
mental, social and religious development.

A series of Leadership Training Schools for local chapter officers were again
conducted around the state during the week of September 13 - 17 with much
success.

Dic k Walling, a member of the Palmer, Alaska, chapter traveled with the
Montana delegation to the National FFA Convention in Kansas City, Missouri,
October 13 - 16, 1965. Our delegation was led by State President Leroy Gabel,
Huntley, and Clayton Emond, Malta.

Twin brothers, Sam and Dan Leighty, Kalispell, received the American Farmer
Degree. Their proud wives, Sandy and Diane, and their parents, Mr. and Mrs.
Earl Leighty were in Kansas City to witness the event. Incidentally, Sandy
and Diane are sisters!

Fergu s of Lewistown Chapter placed in the gold emblem classification of The
National Chapter Contest, while Flathead of Kalispell received a silver
emblem rating.

Dr. A. W. Tenney, National FFA Advisor since November, 1961, announced his
resignation from that p osition. He was succeeded by H. N. Hunsicker, recently
appointed head of the Agricultural Education Division of the Vocational and

Technical Education Division of the U.S. Office of Education in Washington,

D.C.

Mr. Hunsicker is the first national advisor to claim distinction of being a
former member of the FFA. As a high school student at Boyce, Virginia in

1926, he was a charter member of the local "Future Farmers of Virginia"

chapter. The FFV served as a pattern for the development of the national

organi zation in 1928. A 1931 graduate of Virginia Polytechnic Institute, Mr.

Hunsicker completed his M.A. Degree at Ohio State University. He taught

vocational agriculture in West Virginia and became State Supervisor of

Agricultural Education for that state in 1 956. He started with the Office of
Education in 1952 as program specialist in agricultural education for the

North Atlantic Region. He has been a member of the Board of Directors of the

National FFA Organization since 1950.

The FFA Creed was revised at the 38th Annual National FFA Convention to
reflect the widening scope of the Future Farmers of America.

Two new awards were added to the National FFA Foundation program, ornamental
horticulture and home improvement, bringing the total number of different
even ts in the foundation to ten.
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In addition, each of the ten awards will provide a $100 award. In the past
few years, a state was allowed to present $100 awards to only five of the
eight Foundation winners.

1966 - 67

Three of Montana Future Farmers received t he organization's highest degree,
that of American Farmer at the National FFA Convention. The new American

Farmers from Montana are Robert Andersen, Lewistown; Larry Arnold, Absarokee;

and Bruce Eckert, Red Lodge.

More than 100 Future Farmers from Montana attended the 39th annual National
FFA Convention at Kansas City, Missouri. Official delegates to the convention
were James Beardsley, Miles City and Robert Andersen, Lewistown.

Dennis Honrud of Opheim and Rick Kuntz of Custer were members of the national
FFA band, and Robert Beck of Culbertson and Elvin Smith of Missoula were
members of the national chorus.

The Fergus Chapter of Lewistown and the Flathead Chapter of Kalispell both
received gold emblems in the National Chapter Award contest.

James Schultz, v eteran vocational agriculture teacher at Lewistown, received
the Honorary American Farmer degree.

State officers from seven western states attended a regional leadership
training meeting on the Montana State University campus at Bozeman during
July. Over 5 0 state officers with their advisors were present from Arizona,
Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Oregon, Utah, and Wyoming.

State FFA President James Bearsley, Miles City, and State Secretary Boyd

Emond, Malta, attended the American Youth Foundation Leadership Tr aining Camp
at Stony Lake, Michigan. They were accompanied by FFA Advisor Don Owen of

Columbus.

Brian Wood, 4th State Vice President attended the National Youth Conference
on Natural Beauty and Conservation in Washington, D.C. during June. He
represented t he Montana Association of FFA.

State officers again conducted a series of eight Leadership Training Schools

for local chapter officers during the week of September 12 - 15. Accompanying
the officers on the trip were Basil Ashcraft, Assistant FFA Advisor, H. E.
Rodeberg, Professor, Agricultural Education, Montana State University, and

Dr. Knuti, Head, Agricultural Education, Montana State University.

Ron deYong has received Alpha Gamma Rho fraternity's annual $200 scholarship
to an outstanding FFA member. This is the first time a Montana Future Farmer
has received this scholarship.

Richard Morrison, National Vice President of the Future Farmers of America
from Gilbert, Arizona was featured guest at the 37th Annual Montana FFA
Leadership Conference.

Named the ou tstanding young farmer in Montana for 1966 - 67 by the Montana
Jaycees was Ronald Bokma of Conrad. Bokma won the competition over 19 other

59



entries, a number of whom were also FFA members.

Dr. Leo Knuti retired as head of the Agricultural Education Department at
Montana State University. He was presented a bound volume of testimonial

letters from agriculture teachers, and fellow compatriots throughout the

United States.

Ed Iverson, State Parliamentarian, Huntley Project Chapter, Worden, submitted

his resignati on at the meeting of the state officers and Board of Trustees in

Bozeman on January 27. Ed received a scholarship from the Campus of the Seven

Seas and will be making a trip around the world during the next school year.

While on board ship he will be pursu ing his college undergraduate studies.

His ship departed from a California port in mid - February for the round - the -
world trip. Ed was a freshman at Montana State University, Bozeman, when he

received the scholarship.

Gold award winning chapter team at the W inter Fair in Bozeman was the Deer
Lodge Chapter. Team members were Rick Beck, Dan McQueary and Philip Murphy.

Deer Lodge Chapter advisor is Frank Westfall. Dan McQueary also placed as

high individual in all events at the Winter Fair competition.

The natio  nal office sponsored a program this year to promote National FFA

Week, February 19 - 26, through the use of side panels on one - half gallon milk
containers. These were very successfully received by Montana Future Farmers
and citizens. The national office also made poster and other materials

available to local chapters and state associations to promote FFA Week.

The State Association was deeply saddened by the loss of 3rd State Vice
President, Mike Scofield, Dillon, through a gun accident. Mike served with
dist inction as a state officer and will be greatly missed throughout the
State.

National officer in attendance at the 36th Annual State Leadership Conference
in Bozeman was Joe Detrixhe, National Student Secretary from Ames, Kansas.

Other guests at the confere nce were Mauritz Carlson, North Dakota FFA

President, and Darwin Leek, North Dakota talent winner from Watford City,

North Dakota. These two North Dakota FFA members attended the state

conference through the sponsorship of the Peavey Company of Minneapolis ,
Minnesota. The conference was held on April 1 - 2, 1966 on the Montana State
University Campus.

We were honored to have the State Superintendent of Public Instruction, Miss
Harriet Miller, as guest speaker at the Annual Awards Banquet on Saturday,
April 2.

1967 - 68

Two new chapters have been added to the State Association with the addition
of two new vocational agricultural departments at Rapelje and Saco.

At the National Convention of FFA in Kansas City, Missouri, October 11 - 13,
three Montana Future Farme rs received the highest degree, that of American
Farmer. These boys are Tom Atkins, Roscoe; Rick Batchelder, Manhattan; and
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Jim Harrison, Red Lodge.

Montana's delegation to the 40th National Convention was led by President
Rick Beck, Deer Lodge. The other official delegate was Tom Atkins, former
State Treasurer from Hardin.

State FFA President Rick Beck, Deer Lodge, and State Reporter, Dennis LaBuda,

Big Sandy, attended the American Youth Foundation Leadership Training Camp at
Stony Lake, Michigan ,in August. They were accompanied by FFA Advisor lvan
Turner, previously of Conrad and now teaching at Bigfork.

The National FFA Board of Directors has approved the establishment of a
National FFA Archives to collect and house those items of historical
significance to the organization, growth and development of the FFA and NFA.

Max Amberson, Montana Supervisor of Agricultural Education and State FFA

Advisor for the past six years, has resigned to accept the position of Acting

Head, Agricultural Education Department at Montana State University, Bozeman.
He will take the place of Dr. Leo Knuti who retired this past spring. Basil

Ashcraft has been named Acting Supervisor of Agricultural Education and will

be the State FFA Advisor.

State FFA officers from seven western s tates attended the North Pacific Sub -
Regional Leadership Conference at Ontario, Oregon in July. Montana's

delegation included Rick Beck, Tim Phillips, Monte Clemow, Dennis LaBuda,

Eldon Foster and Joe Strobbe. State Advisor Max Amberson accompanied the

gro up.

The Future Farmers of America Foundation, Inc. has announced three new
agricultural proficiency awards for FFA members. Starting in 1968,
recognition will be provided in the areas of agribusiness, placement in
agricultural production, and natural resou rces development.

Choteau FFA Chapter was the big winner at the Great Falls Fair winning both
the land and range judging contests.

L. W. Davis, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Vice President of Allis - Chalmers Manu -
facturing Company, has been named to serve during 19 68 as chairman of the
Sponsoring Committee for the Future Farmers of America Foundation, Inc.

The Annual State FFA Leadership Conference was held March 29 - 30 in Bozeman on
the campus of the Montana State University.

Approximately 2,600 students are enrolle d in agriculture in Montana this
year, with 2,252 members in local FFA chapters.

1968 - 69

Honorary American Farmer Degrees were awarded to Dr. Leo L. Knuti and
Professor H. E. Rodeberg at the National FFA Convention at Kansas City in
October. Both men wer e honored for their long and distinguished records and
service to agri cultural education and to the Future Farmers of America.

Rick Beck, Deer Lodge; Dave Herman, Hardin; and James Moss, Belgrade, were
awarded the American Farmer degree at the National Co nvention. Each boy
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received the gold emblem of American Farmer and a money grant of $125. All
three boys have developed outstanding farming programs and have a long list
of leadership activities in their local FFA chapters and in school and
community affai rs.

Kenneth Mesaros was the winner of the FFA Livestock Farming Award for the
Pacific Region. He is a 1968 graduate of the Cascade, Montana high school.
His vocational agriculture teacher was James Lewis.

National Vice President from the Pacific Region, Jo e Martinez, brought
greetings from the national organization to the 39th Annual State FFA Leader

ship Conference which was held in Bozeman, March 28 and 29. Joe is from

Winters, California. He was elected to his position at the national FFA

convention in K ansas City.

The Annual Leadership Conference banquet this year was dedicated to

Agricultural Education teacher trainer, H. E. Rodeberg, who is retiring.

Professor Rodeberg was presented with a golf bag and complete set of clubs

from the Montana Associa tio n of FFA. Professor Rodeberg has had a closer
relationship than anyone else with teachers of agriculture in the state and

thousands of Future Farmers for 40 years.

Richard Frith, President of the North Dakota FFA Association was a guest

during the Annual S tate Leadership Conference. Accompanying Richard to

Montana was an instrumental group of four boys from the Elgin FFA Chapter.

This group was featured several times during the conference. The trip to

Montana is made annually under the sponsorship of the Pe avey Company. Gary
Running, Peavey representative, made the trip with the boys.

Robert Bold, State FFA Parliamentarian, will make a twenty - one day study tour
of Europe this summer. The group Robert is going with is composed of Future

Farmers from various p arts of the United States. Countries to be visited will

include England, West and East Germany, Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia and

Austria.

On February 11, Governor Forrest H. Anderson signed a proclamation
designating February 15 - 22 as Montana Future Farmer W eek. Observing the
procedure was Ken Mesaros, 4th Vice President and State President Rick Kuntz.

Despite miserable weather with the mercury well below zero, more than 150

Future Farmers representing 32 FFA chapters competed in the winter fair

judging at Bo zeman on January 25. Columbus Chapter was the sweepstakes winner
placing in the gold division in livestock and wool judging and also gold in

the meats.
1969 - 70
Chapter membership in the State Association increased to sixty - one chapters
with the addition of three new departments at Twin Bridges, Roy and Grass
Range.

State President Myles Watts, Miles City and Parliamentarian Bob Nelson,
Hinsdale, attended the American Youth Foundation Leadership Training Camp at
Stony Lake, Michigan. They were accompanied on the trip by Jim Moore, Rapelje
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Chapter Advisor.

Leadership training for local FFA chapter officers was conducted by state

officers for the Montana Association of FFA the week of September 15 -18.
They were accompanied by State Advisor Basil Ashcraft, an d agriculture
education teacher trainers, Dr. Max Amberson and Dr. Doug Bishop.

Myles Watts and Wayne Hirsch, both of the Miles City chapter, led the Montana
delegation to the 42nd annual National FFA Convention at Kansas City in
October. About a hundred a nd forty Montana Future Farmers attended.

Receiving the American Farmer award at the National Convention were Monte
Clemow from Beaverhead Chapter at Dillon; Joe Strobbe of the Huntley Project
Chapter, Worden; and Brian Wood from Fort Benton.

Helmut Teiche rt, Sun River, Montana, a 1968 graduate of Simms High School,
received the top FFA Award for outstanding achievement in Dairy Farming at
the National Convention at Kansas City.

In a close vote, delegates to the 42nd National Future Farmers of America

conve ntion voted to amend their constitution to admit girls into their

membership. The amendment merely eliminates the word "male" in Article 1V,

Section B, which until now has read: "Active Membership - any male student
who is regularly enrolled in vocational agriculture is entitled to become an

active member of any chartered FFA chapter.”

Douglas Bishop has been named Assistant Professor of Agriculture Education at
Montana State University. He will take the position formerly held by H. E.
Rodeberg.

The 40th A nnual State FFA Leadership Conference was held in Bozeman, April 3

4, Harry Birdwell, National FFA President, brought greetings from the

national organization. Carlyle Stenberg, President of the North Dakota FFA

Association was a guest during the conferenc e. Accompanying Carlyle was the
North Dakota talent winner, Charles Sattler. Charles played the guitar and

sang country western songs. The two boys traveled to Montana with Gary

Running of the Peavey Company.

Stan Matovich of Columbus was selected for memb ership in the Musical Friend
ship Tour. He was chosen as a result of his participation in the National FFA
band. The group will proceed on a tour to Mexico.

1970-71

State President David L. Reinhardt, Hinsdale, and State Treasurer Marvin

Tarum, Richland, attended the American Youth Foundation Leadership Training

Camp at Stony Lake, Michigan, August 17 - 29. They were accompanied on the trip
by Mick Swanson, Opheim Chapter advisor.

A joint Montana - Wyoming state officer leadership conference was held at

Billi  ngs on the campus of Eastern Montana College. State Advisors, Percy Kirk

and Bob Helvey of Wyoming and Basil Ashcraft, Montana, assisted the officers

in conducting the conference. Also attending the conference were Dave Deitz

of Canby, Oregon, national FFA vice president of the Pacific Region and John

63



Lacey, Program Officer, U.S. Office of Education, Denver, Colorado.

District Leadership Training Schools for local FFA chapter officers were

conducted by state officers of the Montana Association of FFA the we ek of
September 14 - 17. They were accompanied on the trip by State Advisor Basil

Ashcraft and Dr. Max Amberson and Dr. Doug Bishop, Agriculture Education

teacher trainers at Montana State University.

Kerry Kovanda of Columbus was Montana's delegate to the f ourth annual
National Agricultural Youth Institute at the University of Nebraska in

Lincoln. Fifty - four Nebraska youths were hosts to 57 visitors from 46 states

and Puerto Rico. The institute was designed to acquaint top high school

seniors with the oppor tunities in agriculture and agriculture - related

business. Top farm, ranch, government, finance, science, education and
industry spokesmen conducted the discussions.

Making rural communities better places in which to live and work is the

objec tive of a new community action program announced by the National
Organization of the Future Farmers of America. Theme of the new program is

"Building Our American Communities." The program is a joint effort of the

FFA, the U.S. Office of Education and the Farmers Home Administration, an
agency of the United States Department of Agriculture. The program will

involve FFA members in community action projects. Chapters will be encouraged

to take on constructive projects that will improve their communities. More

than 5,000 a  wards are available to FFA chapters that take an active role in

improving their communities.

Fergus of Lewistown Chapter won the state fair livestock judging at Great

Falls and Fairfield Chapter was winner of the soils and range judging. Fergus

of Lewistow n Chapter repeated their performance at the Midland Empire Fair
and won first place honors there also.

The Cascade Chapter was named the prize winning booth in the FFA Building at
the Great Falls fair. Their exhibit on genetics and artificial insemination
attracted many fair guests.

Henry Gordon, Chinook; Ken Mesaros, Cascade; and Tom Tietz, Culbertson, were
awarded the American Farmer degree at the National Convention.

State Advisor Basil Ashcraft received the Honorary American Farmer degree at
the Nationa | FFA Convention in Kansas City.

Mr. A. W. Johnson, long time State FFA Advisor, died in Helena on November
27. Funeral services and burial were at Deer Lodge. Mr. Johnson retired in
1961 and was 73 years old when he died. The A. W. Johnson traveling Star
Greenhand plague was established in his honor.

The 41st Annual State FFA Leadership Conference was held in Bozeman, April 2

3. Dan Dooley, National FFA Vice President, Pacific Region, from Hanford,

California, brought greetings from the national associatio n. Other guests
included: John M. Pitzer, Associate Editor of the National FUTURE FARMER,

Alexandria, Virginia, and Dallas Ferry from the Farmers Home Administration,

Washington, D.C.
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The blue corduroy jacket was adopted as official dress for girls. The ja

will be the same as for the boys except that it will be somewhat longer and
tailored for girls. Girls are also authorized to wear the same blue blazer as
boys with tailoring for style. The color and style of skirt or slacks are to

be decided by the in dividual member.

1971-72

Three of Montana Future Farmers received the organization's highest degree,
that of the American Farmer, at the National FFA Convention. The new American
Farmers from Montana are Rick Arnold, Absarokee; Myles Watts, Miles City; a
Helmut Teichert, Simms.

More than 150 Future Farmers from Montana attended the 44th Annual National
FFA Convention with the majority of them traveling by air with arrangements
being made for the first time through the S. M. Cook Travel Agency of

Biling s. Official delegates to the convention were Rick Dorn, state FFA
president from Hardin; and Dave Kelsey, a fellow officer from Bridger.

Montana FFA members chosen to perform with the National FFA Band were Robert
Mussetter, Fishtail; Robert Jenson, Bynum,; and James Knudson, Harlowton.
Chorus members were Darryl Naugle, Twin Bridges; Bernie Satrom, Forsyth; and

Warren Johnson, Fairview.

State FFA President Rick Dorn headed a contingent of Montana Future Farmers

and local advisors who attended national confe rences in Washington, D.C. this
summer. The purpose of the conferences was to improve leadership skills,

develop an understanding of the national heritage, and prepare FFA members

for more effective leadership roles in their chapters and communities. The

group had a luncheon one day with Majority Leader of the Senate, Senator Mike

Mansfield, and with Congressman Richard Shoup of Missoula.

Hobson Chapter won the Great Falls State Fair livestock judging. Culbertson

Chapter was the winner of the community boot h displays and Conrad won the
state soil contest with Choteau Chapter winning the range judging event. A

new feature of the fair was a picnic lunch for all FFA members and local

advisors on FFA Day. The picnic was also attended by state fair queen

candida tes.

Three young men from foreign countries lived and worked with families in the
Hobson area as participants in the Future Farmers of America Work Experience
Abroad program. Denis Laine of France stayed with the James Mikkelsen family;
Per Alvinge of Swed en lived with the Don Derks family; and Mats Wikefeldt,
also from Sweden, was a member of the Frank Cecrle family.

The FFA and the United States Department of Agriculture have made official a

cooperative project launched a year ago to help strengthen and b uild rural
communities. The historic agreement is in the form of a memorandum of under

standing between the youth organization for students of vocational

agriculture and the U.S. Department of Agriculture in which the USDA agrees

to make available the reso urces of the Farmers Home Administration for the

FFA's Building Our American Communities program.
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District Leadership Training Schools for local FFA chapter officers of the
Montana Association of FFA were held the week of September 13 - 16.

The 42nd Annual S tate FFA Leadership Conference was held in Bozeman, April 7

8. Cliff Saylor, Pacific Region National FFA Vice President from Glendale,

Arizona, brought greetings from the national organization. Bernie Dardis,

North Dakota FFA State President, and Gary Fuls ebakke, the North Dakota
talent winner for 1971, were guests at the conference. A representative of

the Peavey Company from North Dakota traveled to Montana with the two boys.

The Montana FFA Alumni Association held an organizational meeting in

conjunction with the State Leadership Conference at a luncheon on April 8.

George Larson, Miles City, was named chairman; Ross Massar, Sheridan, vice

chairman; Thomas D. Tietz, Bozeman, secretary - treasurer; Dan Lantis,
Sheridan, director; and Harold E. Stepper, Rapel je, director. Montana is
the twelfth state to receive a charter.

1972-73

A new charter was granted to the Helena Vo - Tech Center at the 42nd Annual
State FFA Conference bringing the total chapters in Montana to 62.

A workshop called "FFA Operation Updat e" was conducted at the Northern Hotel
in Billings for state officers, supervisors, teacher - trainers, and local
agriculture teachers. The session had two specific objectives (1) to increase

FFA involvement as part of instruction in all high school agricult ure
programs and (2) to increase FFA membership. Wyoming and Montana state

officers participated in the workshop to bring the information they learned

to the state leadership training schools for local officers. Most of the

sessions were conducted by Nat ional Vice President from the Central Region

Phillip Johnson, and Bob Seefeldt, manager of contests and awards from the

National FFA Center, Alexandria, Virginia.

David Patterson, president, and Walter Rolf, 2nd vice president, of the

Montana Association, traveled to Washington, D.C., to participate in the

fifth annual State FFA Presidents’ Conference. The conference was sponsored

by General Motors Corpora tion. During the week in Washington the officers

visited the U.S. Office of Educa tion where they me t with government officials
responsible for vocational education nationally. Other visits included the

National FFA Center, the FFA Supply Service, and the National Future Farmer

magazine office.

Local chapter officers who attended a week - long leadership - citizenship
conference at the National FFA Center in Alexandria, Virginia, included Kevin

Fenner and Kevin Kovanda of Columbus; Don Reichert and Ken Kratochvil of

Huntley Project Chapter, Worden; John Bliss and Dennis Cote of the Missoula

Chapter; Gary Rick man and Noel Keogh of the Stillwater Valley Chapter,

Absarokee. The purpose of this conference was to improve leadership skills,

develop an understanding of our national heritage, and prepare FFA members

for more effective leadership roles in their chapter and community. The
conference was also a forum for the exchange of FFA chapter program ideas

among members from across the nation.
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David Patterson, Columbus, received the Alpha Gamma Rho Fraternity's annual

scholar ship to an outstanding FFA member. David is the president of the

Montana Association of FFA. The application was submitted by Basil Ashcraft,

state FFA advisor on the basis of David's outstanding FFA record, scholarship

and achievement. This is the second time a Montana Future Farmer has receive d
this scholarship.

Official delegates to the 45th National FFA Convention at Kansas City,

Missouri, were State FFA President David Patterson, Columbus, and David

Beard, 1st vice president, Worden. Clark Marten, Columbus; David Reinhardt,
Hinsdale, and Jon Ziegler, Billings, received the American Farmer Degree. A
large delegation from Montana attended the national convention.

The first annual meeting of the National FFA Alumni Association was held at

the National FFA Convention in Kansas City. When the pres entation of the
state charters was completed, forty states had chartered a State FFA Alumni

Association. The organization officially adopted a Constitution and Bylaws.

George Larson, president of the Montana FFA Alumni Association received the

Montana stat e charter at the national meeting.

The Fergus of Lewistown Chapter took first place at the Winter Fair judging

competition in Bozeman, January 27. Missoula Chapter was second and the Miles

City Chapter placed third. The five high individuals were Tim Sawye r,
Lewistown; Wes Hanthorne, Simms; Melville Jackson, Lewistown; Gary Tucker,

Missoula; and Dan Michael, Billings.

Along - time vocational agriculture teacher, Floyd Cranston, of Belt died

February 5. Mr. Cranston was vo - ag teacher at Belt High School for 4 0 years.
He was the first superintendent of the FFA exhibit at the State Fair in Great

Falls, a post he held from 1931 to 1968, and was also superintendent of the

fair's agriculture department for a number of years.

Basil Ashcraft, state FFA advisor, annou nced his plans to retire July 1,

1973. He was appointed Assistant Supervisor of Agriculture Education in 1957

and became Supervisor of Agriculture Education and State FFA Advisor in

September 1967. His retirement plans include building a new home at Flathe ad
Lake, extensive travel, and lots of hunting and fishing.

The 43rd Annual State FFA Leadership Conference was held in Great Falls,
April6 - 7. All sessions were held at the Rainbow Hotel and competitive events

were held at the State Fair grounds. This ye ar's conference featured
National FFA President Dwight Seegmiller of Decorah, lowa, as the guest
speaker.

The first annual State FFA Sweetheart contest was held during the state
conference and Colleen Barnard, Saco, was selected as the first State FFA
Sweetheart.

Basil Ashcraft was honored at the banquet by FFA chapters, advisors and other
friends and presented a retirement gift (a cardboard boat motor) and a check
for the real thing.

1973-74
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We lost one chapter, St. Ignatius, bringing the number of chapt ers in the
State Association to sixty - one.

Vernon D. Luft, Culbertson, was named Supervisor of Agriculture Education and

State FFA Advisor. He joined the staff of the Superintendent of Public

Instruction on September 1. A former vo - ag teacher at Opheim and Chinook, Dr.
Luft earned his degree in agriculture education from Montana State University

and completed his doctoral work at Ohio State University.

State FFA President Kevin Fenner met with Secretary of Agriculture Earl L.
Butz, while attending the State Presidents' Conference in Washington, D.C.

Over 440 FFA members representing nearly every state attended the week - long
leadership conference at the National FFA Center near Washington, D.C.

Attending this summer conference program from Montana were Pat Ho It,

Missoula; Steve Klessens, Red Lodge; Frank Maxwell and John Green, Big Sandy;

Eyler Adams, Mike Allison and Pat Allison, Kalispell; Mike Johnson and Steve

Jacobson, Columbus; Mike Erfle, Rapelje; Ed Rickter and Dan Seneca], Deer

Lodge; and James Gilman , Steven Burke and Jeff Marsh from the Ruby Valley

Chapter of Sheridan.

The 46th National FFA Convention at Kansas City, Missouri, attracted many

Future Farmers from Montana. The Montana delegation was led by President

Kevin Fenner and First Vice Presiden t Dennis Pluhar, who were the two

official delegates. Richard Dorn, Hardin; Doug Gamma, Kalispell; and James

Larson, Worden, received the American Farmer Degree. Taylor Brown of the

Fergus of Lewistown Chapter represented Montana in the public speaking ev ent.
State FFA Sweetheart Colleen Barnard, Saco, represented Montana as a

candidate for the American Royal Queen.

FFA members with livestock programs will benefit from three new proficiency

awards to be offered in 1974. A decision by the National FFA Board of
Directors and National Officers divides the livestock production award into

beef production, swine production, sheep production, and livestock

production. The latter cate gory is for members whose supervised experience
program is a combination of beef, sheep or swine or who have other livestock
such as mink, rabbits, etc.

Jay Phillips, newly elected Pacific Region Vice President, spent November 21

to the 17th in Montana touring the state and visiting local FFA chapters. The

purpose of his visit was to a cquaint him, as a new national officer, with

vocational agriculture and the Future Farmers of American organization in

Montana. The week spent in Montana was a part of Jay's national officer

training program. Jay visited chapters in Deer Lodge, Missoula, R onan,
Polson, Kalispell and Bigfork.

The Choteau FFA Chapter walked away with sweepstakes honors in the Winter

Fair livestock and meats contest held in Bozeman on January 26. Other teams

placing in the contest in order of placement were Harlowton, Lewistow n,
Missoula and Bridger. The high individual in the contest was Marvin Quinlan

of the Forsyth Chapter. Other high individuals were Kurt Corey, Choteau; Gary

Tucker, Missoula; Ron Olsen, Grass Range, and Marion Stuker, Chinook. This
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year's contest was the b iggest ever to be held.

An FFA Promoter Award was received by the State Advisor from the National

Office to certify that twenty -one Montana chapters participated in the
official 1974 FFA calendar program to gain further recognition and awareness

for FFAan d vocational agriculture in their communities.

The 44th Annual State FFA Leadership Conference was held at the Northern

Hotel in Billings on April 5 and 6. All delegate assemblies were held in the

Northern Hotel and the livestock and crops judging events w ere held at the
Midland Empire State fairgrounds. The mechanics contest was conducted in the

shop facilities at the Billings Senior High School and the Billings Vo - Tech
Center. Jay Phillips of Springville, Utah, and National Vice President of the

Pacific R egion, was the national officer in attendance and guest speaker.

James Tabbert of the Fairview Chapter was named Montana's first Star State
Agribusinessman. The Star State Farmer, Kenneth Knels, was also a member of
the Fairview Chapter.

1974-75
We lost two chapters , Grass Range and Helena Vo - Tech Center, but added two
new chapters Scobey and Winifred. The number of chapters in the State

Association remains at sixty - one.

President Clark Johnson and 2nd Vice President Rob Dobrowski attended the

weeklong S tate Presidents' Conference in Washington, D.C. The highlight of

the conference was a meeting with Vice President Gerald Ford and an hour - long
meeting with Secretary of Agriculture Earl L. Butz.

Leadership training schools for local FFA chapter officers we re conducted by
the state FFA officers. Sessions were conducted at Hinsdale, Culbertson,

Forsyth, Joliet, Belt, Conrad, Polson and Belgrade. The training presented by

the state officers will help local chapter officers to do a more effective

job of leading the activities of their chapters. The training was composed of

a discussion concerning the duties and responsibilities of the office, a

workshop, and a discussion session.

Five Montana Future Farmers received the American Farmer Degree at the

National FFA Convention in Kansas City, Missouri, October 15 - 18. Those
receiving the organization's highest degree were Terry Metcalf, Hobson; David

Patterson, Columbus; David Pelton, Absarokee; Dan Michaels, Billings; and

Daryl Heimbichner, Billings.

Montana's delega  tion to the 47th National FFA Convention was led by State
President Clark Johnson and Pat Holt, state first vice president, who were

the official delegates. Calvin Christensen of the Beaverhead Chapter, Dillon,
represented Montana in the public speaking co ntest.

Two Montana Future Farmers were winners in the national proficiency award
program. David Prewett of the Fromberg Chapter was the national winner in the

FFA Agricult  ural Sales and/or Service Proficiency Award program, and Taylor
Brown of the Fergus of Lewistown Chapter was the national winner in the FFA
Beef Production Proficiency Award program.
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The Missoula FFA Chapter team placed first in the livestock judging contest

held during the Northern International Livestock Exposition in Billings. The

team members were Roger Holt, Joel Cusker, Gary Tucker and Greg Baker. The
Missoula team was presented a beautiful trophy and will represent Montana in
the judging contest at the Western Livestock Show in Denver during the month

of January.

The National Vocati onal Agricultural Teachers' Association Agriculture

Teacher Recognition Award for 1974 was presented to James Schultz, vocational
agriculture teacher at Fergus High School, Lewistown. Mr. Schultz was one of

five teachers in the United States elected to rec eive the award. Itis
presented annually to the agriculture teachers or the advisors of the

national winners of the FFA proficiency award in Beef, Swine, Livestock,
Dairy or Poultry Production. It was because of the combined efforts of

Taylor Brown and M r. Schultz that Taylor was able to win this year's beef
production award and subsequently Mr. Schultz' award.

Luther Lalum, vocational agriculture teacher at Flathead High Schoaol,

Kalispell, was elected President of the National VVocational Agriculture

Teac hers' Association at the 26th Annual Convention of the NVATA held in New

Orleans, Louisiana, December 6 - 11, 1974. He will serve a one - year term and
preside at the 27th Annual Convention.

The Cascade Chapter won sweepstakes honors at the Winter Fair livesto ck and
meats contest held in Bozeman on January 25. Team members were Glen Kitson,

Steve Gruel, Dan Lemons and Larry Lord. The team received a traveling plaque

to display in their department for a year. Other teams placing in order were

Augusta, Forsyth, a nd Fairfield. The high individual in the contest was Mike
Brewer of the Forsyth Chapter. Forty - nine teams were entered in this year's
contest.

The 45th Annual State FFA Leadership Conference was held at the Montana State
University in Bozeman. A new additi on to this year's conference was a
delegate orientation breakfast held in the Ballroom. All chapter official

delegates and state officers were in attendance. The purpose of the

orientation was to acquaint chapter delegates with items of business that

were to be brought to the member ship of the State Association. Bart
Brashears, of Alex, Oklahoma, Southern Region Vice President of the Future
Farmers of America, was the national officer in attendance and the guest

speaker at the banquet.

The FFA Thrust "75" Workshops for the states of Wyoming and Montana were held

at the Ramada Inn in Billings on April 17 - 18. Peter Giacomini, National FFA
Vice President from Ferndale, California, conducted the workshops. The

objectives of Thrust "75" are to expand intracurr icular use of the FFA, to
increase student participation and involvement in the FFA, and to extend FFA

membership to include all students enrolled in vocational

agriculture/agribusiness. Participants in the workshop included teacher

educators, state superv isors, state FFA officers, and vocational agriculture
instructors.

1975-76
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The FFA membership continues to climb with the addition of two new chapters,
Medicine Lake and Roundup. The count of the Montana FFA membership is 2,168
which is 90 members above the 1974 membership.

Dr. Vernon Luft resigned as State Supervisor of Agriculture Education and
State FFA Advisor, June 30, 1975. He has accepted the position of Associate
Professor of Agriculture Education at North Dakota State University at Fargo,
North D akota.

Local chapter officers who attended a week - long National FFA Washington
Conference program included Roger Holt, Missoula; David Hernandez, Fairview,

Steve Wojiechowski, Missoula; Greg Lackman and Perry Hein, Worden; Mickey

Hillman and Ron Kuehn, Col umbus; Marvin Benjamin, Kalispell, and Dan Dedman
and Janet Marsh of Sheridan.

Dr. Wm. T. Spanton, one of the founders of the Future Farmers of America, and

for 20 years National Advisor of the FFA, died May 16 in Minneapolis,
Minnesota. His career spanned 46 years of service to Agricultural Education,
37 of which were on the national level.

Returning to Montana after an absence of some 15 years, Leonard Lombardi, was
named State Supervisor of Agriculture Education and State FFA Advisor to
succeed Dr. Verno n Luft. Mr. Lombardi was the Diversified Occupations
Coordinator at Enterprise High School, Enterprise, Oregon, and vocational
agriculture teacher. He is a native of Whitehall, Montana, and received his

degree in agricultural education from Montana State U niversity.

Official delegates to the 48th National FFA Convention held November 11 -141in
Kansas City, Missouri, were Austin Sorenson, state president, and Dan

Salomen, state first vice president. The 1975 American Farmers were Clark

Johnson, Billings; Tayl or Brown, Lewistown; Kenneth Knels, Fairview; Gregory

Lofing, Columbus, and David Prewett of Fromberg. Nick Seibert of the Columbus

Chapter was the regional winner of the FFA Agricultural Processing

Proficiency Award. Roger Holt of the Missoula Chapter rep resented Montana in

the public speaking event. Jerri Janssen, Montana State FFA Sweetheart, was a

candidate for the American Royal Queen.

The Sidney Chapter judging team consisting of Tim Leland, Fred Roedeske, Rich
Lewis and Brian Lewis took first place a t the NILE judging in Billings. The
team will represent Montana in the Western Stock Show in Denver in January.

The sweepstakes winners of the FFA livestock judging contest at the Montana

Winter Fair in Bozeman was the Miles City Chapter team. Members of t he team
were Dan Herzog, Dan Selle, Tim Watts and Darwin Pluhar. A leather plaque,

made by Tony Kelsey of Bridger, is to remain with the chapter, and the

traveling plaque is to remain for one year. High individuals in the Winter

Fair contest were Russell S orenson, Flathead Chapter; Hugh Ross, Chinook, and

Dan Selle, Miles City. Leather belt buckles made by Tony Kelsey, Bridger, a

member of the Collegiate FFA, were given to the individual winners.

The 46th Annual State FFA Leadership Conference was held Apri |7 -9, atthe
University Center on the campus of the University of Montana in Missoula. All
delegate sessions were held in the University Center, the livestock and crops
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contests were held at the Missoula County Fairgrounds, and the mechanics
contestwas h  eld at the Sentinel High School in the shop facilities. The
national officer in attendance at the conference was Leo Anderson, Jr., from

Albin, Wyoming. Leo is the Western Region Vice President.
1976 - 77
For the first time in the 49 - year history of the FF A, membership has broken

one - half million. This makes the FFA the largest of the six vocational

student organ  izations. Montana's FFA membership has also grown to a total of
2,211 members, a gain of 43 members over the previous year. Seven new
chaptersrec  eived charters, Blackfeet Chapter, Browning; Little Big Horn,
Lodge Grass; Clyde Park, Shelby, Dutton, Great Falls, and Missouri Valley

Chapter of Wolf Point. There are now sixty - eight chapters in the State
Association.
Among chapter officers attending the National FFA Washington Conference

program in Washington, D.C. were Kim Klose and Jerry Fissas of Fairview, and
Darell Bohl and Jack Gabel of the Huntley Project Chapter, Worden.

Anne De Rivaz, Program Assistant International to Lennie Gamage, Program

Specialist - International Activities, National FFA Center, arrived in Montana

the last week in August to spend two weeks on Montana ranches. The first week

Miss de Rivaz stayed with Charlie and Joyce Hahnkamp of Melrose. The

Hahnkamps and their two boys operat e an Angus cattle ranch. The second week
she was a guest of our State 4th Vice President Kristen Knox and lived on a

30,000 acre cattle ranch near Dell. Anne's home is in Hertford, Herts,

England. Her parents breed Appalossas. While in Montana she also vis ited the

State Office, and participated in the Chief Joseph Trail Ride.

The Wibaux FFA team placed first in the livestock judging contest held during

the NILE in Billings. The team members were Ron Piesck, Renee Piesck, Gerard
Begger and Kory Scrammon. The team will represent Montana in the judging
contest at the Western Livestock Show in Denver. Seventy FFA teams were in

the NILE contest this year

Edward Paulsen, Chinook; Loren Young, Fairview; Jeffrey Marsh, Sheridan; and
Robert Dobrowski, Wibaux, receive d the American Farmer Degree at the 49th
National FFA Convention in Kansas City in November. The official delegates

and leaders of the Montana delegation were President Rob Fraser, and Ron

Kuehn, 1st vice president.

The First World Conference in Agricultur al Education for Youth and Adult
Leaders was hosted by the Future Farmers of America as a Bicentennial

activity. The confer ence was conducted in conjunction with the 1976 National
FFA Convention. The conference was made possible through a financial grant

the National FFA Foundation from Massey - Ferguson, Inc., Des Moines, lowa.
More than 200 youth and adult leaders from 27 nations attended the World

Conference. Many participated in the First International Agricultural

Olympics, matching their skills in ¢ rops and soils judging, livestock, dairy
and poultry judging, tractor operation and maintenance, and such agricultural

mechanics areas as carpentry, cement work, welding, and small engine trouble
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shooting. The groundwork was laid in Kansas City for greater sharing of ideas
and technology among the farm youth of the world.

Mike Sartorie, our state 2nd vice president, and a member of the Yellowstone

Chapter of Billings, was the Western Region Winner of the FFA Fish and

Wildlife Management Proficiency Award an d was declared National Winner at the
National FFA Convention.

The Fairview Chapter won "AMBU" a training aid used in teaching cardio
pulmonary resuscitation techniques. The training aid was presented to Montana

by CENEX in the name of the Fairview Chapter . The Fairview Chapter led all
other Montana FFA Chapters in the number of CENEX's Lifesaving Kits sold in

the state. "AMBU" will travel to high schools throughout the state in

Fairview's honor, to be used as a training aid.

The Cascade Chapter was high te am in the Winter Fair livestock and meats

judging contest held in Bozeman on February 5. Other teams placing in the

contest were Miles City, Columbus, Malta and Deer Lodge. High individuals

were Mark Doucette, Malta; Kevin Mytty, Missoula; Darwin Pluhar, M iles City;
Jody Cox, Cascade, and Leslie Wright, Absarokee. Fifty - two teams were entered
in this year's contest.

The 47th Annual State FFA Leadership Conference was held at the Student Union

Building on Montana State University campus in Bozeman on April 1 3-15. The
livestock and crops contests were held in the MSC livestock pavilion and the

mechanics and farm business management contest in the Creative Arts Complex.

Bruce Maloch, a diversified livestock farmer from Emerson, Arkansas, and

National Secretary of the Future Farmers of America, was national officer in

attendance at this year's conference and keynote speaker at the banquet.

A distinguished service plaque was presented to Mr. Jim Glover at the state

leader ship conference. Mr. Glover, recently reti red from the Montana Power
Company, Butte, worked for the past 20 years with Future Farmers in their

vocational education programs teaching electricity. Mr. Glover is a special

friend of the Montana FFA.

1977-78

Four new chapters received their charters and increased the number in the
State Association to seventy -two chapters. The new chartered chapters are
Park City, Melstone, Big Flat Chapter, Turner, and the Whitehall Chapter.

Several Montana FFA members attended the week - long National FFA Leadership
Confer ence in Washington, D.C. this summer. Attending from Montana were: Tim
Langwald and Randy Dahl, Fairview; Brian Lewis and Richard Scheetz, Sidney;

Jim Jacobson, Columbus, and John Ficken and Bill Koenig of the Flathead

Chapter, Kalispell.

The Choteau  judging team won the livestock judging event at the State Fair in

Great Falls and the Cascade Chapter team took first place in the Range and

Soils  contest. In the livestock judging the top individual was Dennis

VanSetten of Choteau. Top individual in t he range competition was Frank Witt,
Augusta, and Bill Campbell, Choteau, was top individual in the soils judging.
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In the project displays - high option projects, Conrad placed 1st, Cascade
2nd, and Winifred 3rd. In the low option projects, Belt placed 1s t,
Lewistown, 2nd, and Augusta placed 3rd.

The Malta Chapter took first place in the livestock judging at the

Yellowstone Exhibition in Billings. Others who placed were Red Lodge, 2nd,

and Park City and Big Timber tied for 4th and 5th place. Receiving firs t
place for the educational booth was the Yellowstone Chapter of Billings.

Other booth winners were Bridger, Custer, Columbus and Red Lodge.

Leadership training schools for chapter officers were conducted by the state
FFA officers the week of September 12 - 15. Schools were conducted at Belgrade,
Denton, Choteau, Ronan, Columbus, Forsyth, Medicine Lake and Hinsdale.

Seven FFA members and Mr. Van Shelhamer, advisor of the Conrad Chapter,

participated in the last Peavey sponsored agribusiness tour to Minneapol is.
The boys taking the trip were Ken Johnson, Conrad; Bret Carpenter, Denton;

Willie Thievin, Scobey; Daniel Grove, Billings; Bryn Woodbury, Three Forks

and Wayne Haskins, Polson. The Montana FFA members have participated in many

of these trips over the p ast several years but Peavey Company has advised us

that this will be the last sponsored tour for our members; however, they plan

to continue their support of the FFA in some other manner.

The 50th Anniversary Convention of the Future Farmers of America he Idin
Kansas City, Missouri, November 8 - 11, was the largest ever. More than 22,000

members, advisors, parents and guests attended this event. A large delegation

attended from Montana and were led by Darwin Pluhar, state president, and

Jack Gabel, state fir st vice president. Darwin and Jack were Montana's

official delegates. Receiving the American Farmer Degree were Pat Holt,

Missoula; Allan Pederson, Fairview; Marvin Quinlan, Jr., Forsyth; Dan

Salomon; Ronan, and Austin Sorenson, Kalispell. Mr. Jim Glover, former Youth
Representative with the Montana Power Company at Butte, was presented the

Distinguished Service Award at the national convention.

The Missoula Chapter team placed first in livestock judging held during the

Northern International Livestock Expo sition in Billings. The team members

were Wilbur Stedman, Tammy Weisenburger, Gary Deschenes and Kevin Mytty. The

team represented Montana at the Western Livestock Show in Denver during the

month of January. Other teams placing were Malta, Roundup, Deer Lo dge and
Columbus. High individual was Gary Eliasson of the Roundup Chapter.

Members of the Missoula Chapter team placed first out of 53 teams entered in

this year's competition at Winter Fair in Bozeman. Team members were Tami

Weisenburger, Elaine Rosenbau m, Gary Deschenes and Kevin Mytty. Other teams
placing in the contest were Livingston, Broadus, Park City and Cascade. The

high individual in the contest was Jess Brost of the Broadus Chapter. Other

high individuals were Terrill Ostrum, Absarokee; Sarah Wa rfield, Livingston;
Tami Weisenburger, Missoula; Elaine Rosenbaum, Missoula, and Terri Thomas,

Deer Lodge.

A friend of the FFA and vocational education died during the month of
February. Mr. Gordon Warner, the State Director of Vocational Education, died
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after a short iliness. Mr. Warner had dedicated his life to improving
vocational education and was a supporter of the FFA and other vocational
education youth organizations.

The 48th Annual State FFA Leadership Conference was held in Bozeman, April 5

7,at  the Montana State University Student Union Building. For the first

time, parents of State Farmer candidates were included in the State Farmer

Dinner. Peg S. Armstrong, of Newhall, lowa, Central Region Vice President of

the FFA, was the national officer in attendance at this year's conference and
was the speaker at the banquet.

1978-79

The vocational agriculture department was closed at Bigfork and one was

opened at Busby, leaving the number of chapters in the State Association at
seventy -two. The Black E agle Chapter at Bushy received their charter at the
49th State Leadership Conference.

At the State Fair in Great Falls, the Cascade Chapter placed first in the
project display high option competition. Choteau and Conrad placed second and
third. In the low option division, Denton placed first, with Belt and Augusta
in second and third places. The Denton Chapter also won first place for a
rebuilt vehicle.

The livestock judging results at the Yellowstone Exhibition in Billings saw

4- H chapters taking first and second places and Malta FFA Chapter placed
third. The Big Timber and Columbus Chapters placed fourth and fifth.

Individual winners were Dale Veseth, Malta, third place; Joel Klessens, Red

Lodge, fourth; and Terry Rohrer, Columbus, fifth place.

Livestock  judging results at State Fair in Great Falls were Fairfield

Chapter, first place; Cascade, second; and Augusta, third. Individual

livestock winners were Dan Konen, Fairfield, first; Justin Cleveland,

Fairfield, second; and Ray Zurich, Cascade, third. Int he soils judging
contest, the Cascade team took first place; Fairfield second and Big Timber,

third. Individuals winning in the soils judging were Clint Hilt, Fairfield,

first place; Dan Konen, Fairfield, second; and Jeff Rumney, Cascade, third.

Cascade a Iso place first in the range judging, Choteau took second place, and
Fairfield was third. Individual winners in range judging were Ward Juedeman,

Cascade, first; Jeff Rumney, Cascade, second; and Mitch Peters, Choteau in

third place.

Bill Campbell of the Choteau FFA Chapter was the first recipient of a new

scholar ship initiated by Anheuser - Busch, Inc., to assist a graduating senior,

in one of four counties of Montana where barley is purchased by the company,

meet the cost of academic expenses for the firs t year of study in the general
field of agricul ture at an accredited college or university.

The Missouri Valley Chapter team of Wolf Point placed first in the livestock

evaluation contest at NILE in Billings. They represented Montana at the

National Weste  rn Stock Show in Denver during the month of January. Members of
the winning team were Jarrell Schock, Don Brown, Lawrence Peterson and Dave
Brown. Their advisor/coach was Ken Walsh. The Yellowstone of Billings Chapter
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placed second and Columbus third. Indi vidual winners were Jarell Schock, Wolf
Point, first; Greg Seder, Billings, second; and Kory Scammon, Wibaux, third
place.

The Choteau Chapter crops team was awarded a trip to Minneapolis which was

sponsored by the Minneapolis Grain Exchange. Members that went on the trip
were Mitch Peters, Bill Campbell, and Dennis Van Setten. They were

accompanied by John Nauck, chapter advisor.

Joel Clairmont, Ronan; Newton Conklin, Conrad; Steven Lacock, Hinsdale; Mike

Sartorie, Billings; and Nick Seibert, Columbus, wer e awarded the American
Farmer degree at the National Convention in Kansas City, Missouri. Leading

the Montana delegation to the national convention were Terry Sorensen, state

president, and Fritz Zook, 1st vice president. They were also the two

official de legates from Montana. Jim Jacobson of Columbus represented Montana

in the public speaking event. John and Morgan Antonich of Belt took part in

the talent program at the national convention.

The 50th Anniversary of the Future Farmers of America was celebrat ed at the

national convention and more than 25,000 FFA members, advisors, parents, and
guests were in attendance. President Jimmy Carter, the first former FFA

member to be elected to the nation's highest office, addressed the crowd,
recalling his experienc es in the FFA and relating those to his work as the
nation's chief executive.

The officers of the five vocational student organizations in Montana, FFA,

FHA, OEA, DECA and VICA, sponsored a breakfast meeting for state legislators

as an activity in conjunct ion with National Vocational Education Week. The
breakfast was held on February 13, in the Colonial Inn's Judicial Room in

Helena. Fritz Zook, first vice president, and Bill Koenig, secretary, both

spoke on behalf of the FFA and vocational agriculture.

The Huntley Project Chapter judging team took first place at the Winter Fair

livestock judging in Bozeman. They were followed by Hobson, Plevna and Three

Forks (tie), and Choteau teams. Individual winners were Darrel Luther of

Rosebud, first place; Lloyd Ket chum, Plevna, second; Gary Eliasson, Roundup,
third; J. S. Turner, Beaverhead Chapter, Dillon, fourth; and Jeff Rumney,

Cascade, fifth place.

The 49th Annual State Leadership Conference was held in Bozeman, April 4

Kelly Grant, National Secretary of the Future Farmers of America, from
Morrisville, Missouri, was the national officer in attendance at the

conference. Kelly was the keynote speaker at the banquet. Representative

Melvin Williams of Laurel was presented the distinguished service award

plague at the banquet for his support of the Montana Future Farmers.

1979 - 80

H. N. Hunsicker retired as Head of Agriculture Education of the Office of
Education and National Advisor of the Future Farmers of America, positions he
has held concurrently for 14 years.

Byron F. Rawls, Chief of the Southern Branch, Division of State Vocational
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Program Operations in the U. S. Office of Education and member of the
National FFA Board of Directors since 1967, has been named to take over as
head of the Agriculture Educa tion, a position which includes the
responsibilities of National FFA Advisor, Chairman of the FFA Board of
Directors, and President of the Board of Trustees for the FFA Foundation,
Inc.

State President Ward Juedeman and Randy O'Connell, state first vice

pr esident, attended the FFA State Presidents' Conference in Washington, D. C.

They were  two of the 100 state FFA officers who met with President Jimmy

Carter while attend ing the week - long conference. President Carter issued a
challenge to the State FFA Offi cers and every chapter in this country to get
involved in the basic ques tion of energy conservation and production tied

intimately with food and conserv ing energy. Speaking for all FFA members,
National FFA President Mark Sanborn accepted the president's challenge.

At State Fair livestock judging in Great Falls the Fergus of Lewistown

Chapter won first place, Cascade was second, and Huntley Project, Worden,

placed third. In the individual livestock judging Bruce Martin of Conrad was

first; Reeves Brown, L ewistown, second; and Flint Bickfor, Winifred, third.

In the soils judging, Cascade Chapter took first place followed by Augusta

and Belt. Individual winners were Kevin Juedeman, Cascade, first place; Todd

Fuller, Cascade, second; and Lyle Hodgkiss, Chote au, third. Cascade Chapter
also took first place in the range judging with Malta, second, and Augusta,

third. Individual winners in the range judging were Cliff Upton, Cascade,

first; Dale Veseth, Malta, second, and Dave Witt, Augusta, third.

The Missoula  Chapter team were the winners at the NILE livestock evaluation
contest in Billings. Members of the winning team were Brian Cavey, Scott

Cavey, Gary Deschenes and Susan Green. Other FFA teams placing at NILE were
Malta, second; Cascade, fourth; Billings, fifth; and Flathead, sixth place.

Three hundred and thirty FFA members, advisors, parents and guests from
Montana attended the National FFA Convention in Kansas City, Missouri.
Official delegates from Montana were Ward Juedeman, state president, and
Randy O'Connell, state first vice president. Darell Bohl, Huntley Project
Chapter, Worden; Glen Kitson, Cascade; Kim Klose, Fairview; and Calvin
Pleninger, Big Sandy, received the highest FFA degree, that of American
Farmer.

1980-81

Leonard Lombardi, State FFA Advisor; Fanny Gordon, executive secretary State

officers for this year are: Bert Eickert, Kalispell, president; Dennis

Wagner, Baker, 1 st VP; Glen Donohoe, Red Lodge, 2 nd VP; Darell Luther, Rosebud,
34 VP; Richard Sparks, Plevna, 4 th \VVP; David Mogan, H insdale, secretary;
Steven Kuehn, Columbus, treasurer; William Snapp, Denton, sentinel; Tom Mohr,

Park City, parliamentarian; and Tracy Hillman, Columbus, reporter.

At this the 51 st Annual State Leadership Conference, on April 9, 1981, the
Arlee and Ekalak a FFA Chapters were chartered. The Conference was held in
Bozeman.
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A state parliamentary procedure contest was started this year. Also, the

constitution was amended to include a past state officer in executive

committee meetings and on the Board of Trust ees. As Mr. Lombardi indicated,
ochange |l eads to progress. o

1981 - 82
Leonard Lombardi, State FFA Advisor; Fanny Gordon, executive secretary

The 52 nd Annual State FFA Leadership Conference was held in Billings. The
initiation of the State Parliamentary Procedure contest and holding the
conference on a Monday through Wednesday schedule seemed to work very well.

State Advisor Mr. Lombardi indicated that-Ag OMr . Vern
teacher at Billings, and Mr. Taylor Brown, along with the Agriculture an d

Industrial Education Department at Montana State University, and the Billings

community helped make this conference one of the most enjoyable and

successful ever .o

State officers were: Brian Cavey, Missoula, president; Lyle Hodgskiss,

Choteau, 1 st VP; R eeves Brown, Lewistown, 2 nd VP; Tony Stulc, Winifred, 3 d - VP;
Bruce Knudsen, Malta, 4 th VP; Lisa Stands, Livingston, secretary; Dave

Johnson, Belt, treasurer; Mike Zook, Miles City, reporter; Clint Kaasa,

Sentinel; and Laura Mitchell, Livingston, parliamen tarian.

1982 - 83
Leonard Lombardi, State FFA Advisor; Fanny Gordon, executive secretary

The 53 @ Annual State Leadership Conference was held in Billings. Businesses
and individuals from the Billings area expressed their confidence and support
in FFA memb ers by contributing over $3,000 in awards for the conference.

Officers were: Scott Cavey, Missoula, president; Brad King, Augusta, 1 st VP:
John Bold, Big Sandy, 2 nd VP; Dan Brosten, Kalispell, 3 rd VP; Ronald Armstrong,
Roundup, 4 t VP; Randy Kuehn, Columb us, secretary; Douglas Stevenson, Hobson,

treasurer; Jody Muller, Ronan, reporter; Gail Gremaux, Lewistown, sentinel;

and Kathy Periman, Deer Lodge, parliamentarian.

The Stanford FFA Chapter received itsd® charter on Apri |
1983- 84
Leonard Lomb ardi, State FFA Advisor; Fanny Gordon, executive secretary

State officers were: Curt Robbins, Absarokee, president; Jodi Dawson, Belt,

1st VP; Francine Giono, Whitehall, 2 nd VP:3 rd VP Todd Feller; Nina Knox,
Winifred, 4 thVP; Paul Haugen, Hobson, secreta ry; Kurt Hartman, Lewistown,
treasurer; Becky Williams, Stevensville, reporter; Bruce Ketchum, Plevna,

sentinel; and Alice Broadus, Colstrip, parliamentarian.

Over 800 FFA members, parents, advisors, and guests attended the 54 th  Annual
State FFA Leadership Conference held in Bozeman. A highlight was the

appearance of Joe Robbie, owner of the Miami Dolphins, as a keynote speaker.

Mr. Robbie was sponsored by the Bozeman Chamber of Commerce.
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Chapters receiving their charters were Laurel, Little Rockies of Ha ys, and
Peerless.

1984 - 85
Leonard Lombardi, State FFA Advisor; Fanny Gordon, executive secretary

The 55 th Annual State FFA Leadership Conference was held at the Heritage Inn
in Great Falls. The Conference format was changed back to a Thursday through
Saturday to reduce the time students would be away from school. It was also
shortened by % day and ended with a noon luncheon instead of the traditional
evening banquet.

The Conference was dedicated to the memory of Vern Dahlstrom who unexpectedly

died on O ctober 2, 1984. Mr. Dahlstrom taught Vo - Ag for a short 25 years at
Absarokee and Billings. He served two terms as president of the Montana Vo -
Ag Teachers Association and was president of the Montana Vocational

Association. He was named the Outstanding V 0- Ag Teacher of Montana in 1976

and also received both the Honorary State Farmer and Honorary American Farmer

Degrees. Two schol arships were established i n Mr. Da
wife, Kay.

Officers were: Kendall Sundheim, Fairview, president; Wan da Iverson,

Kalispell, 1 st VP: Scott Anderson, Missoula, 2 nd VP; Steve Eisenman, Park City,

3rd  VP: Keith Glass, Denton, 4 thVVP: Bruce Glennie, Judith Gap, secretary; Tom

Lechner, Winifred, treasurer; Tryg Williams, Hobson, reporter; Jim Anderson,
Miles Ci ty, sentinel; and Vaughn Holtz, Fairfield, parliamentarian.

New chapters receiving their charters were Hysham, Plenty Coups of Pryor, and
Pistol Creek Chapter of St. Ignatius.

The State FFA Conference rotation was adopted with the rotation being Great
Falls, Bozeman, Billings, Bozeman, Great Falls, etc.

1985 - 86
Leonard Lombardi, State FFA Advisor; Fanny Gordon, executive secretary

Officers: Todd O'Hair, President, Park; Shawn Peterson, 1st Vice President,

Park; Douglas G. Standley, 2nd Vice President, Fairfield; Russell Linhart,
3rd Vice President, Hobson; John L. Jones, 4th Vice President, Belgrade; Kim

Knutson, Secretary, Clyde Park; Christine Canen, Treasurer, Saco; Bruce

Larsen, Reporter, Plentywood; Trevis Butcher, Sentinel, Winifed; Duane

Frehse, Parliamentarian, Flathead. Kim Benson served as the State

Sweetheart.

Highlights of the convention included a motion to eliminate the State
Sweetheart contest, which failed. Fifty - six members received their State
Farmer Degrees.

1986 - 87
Leonard Lomba rdi, State FFA Advisor; Fanny Gordon, executive secretary

The 57 th Annual State FFA Leadership Conference was held in Billings, April 2 -
4, with the theme, OExcell ence Made in the FFA. 6 Rocc
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Timber, served as president with Michael Milmine, Miles City, 1 st VP; Shawn
O6Connel |, Kaliidap;€hrik Qstberg, Fairfield, 3 rd VP; Sheila Gunzler,
Ronan, 4 t* VP; Becky Andres, Missoula, secretary; Sivert Mysse, Melstone,

treasurer; Julie Weinzetl, Custer, Reporter; Scott Lackman, Worden, sentine l;
and Liesl Holtz, Fairfield, parliamentarian. Sixty - eight members received

their State Farmer Degrees and seven received their American Farmer Degrees.

One important business item adopted was the Meats contest as part of the team
sweepstakes.

1987 - 88
Leonard Lombardi, State FFA Advisor; Fanny Gordon, executive secretary

The 58 th  Annual State FFA Leadership Conference was held in Bozeman, April 7 -9

with the theme: OFFAé. Agricultureds New Spirit.

served as the state preside nt with Shawn Egan, Columbus, 1 st VP; Ross Butcher,
Fergus, 2 nd VP; Lauri Wilcox, Flathead, 3 rd VP; Lisa Loftsgaarden, Missoula,

4t VVP; Monica McKamey, Cascade, secretary; Clint Stevenson, Hobson,

treasurer; Rebecca Thompson, Augusta, reporter; Chester Hi I, Sidney,

sentinel; and Tonya Sanders, Arlee, parliamentarian. Kim Lee, Judith Gap,

served as the State Sweetheart. 66 members received their State Farmer

Degrees and 8 had received their American Farmer Degrees.

1988 - 89
Leonard Lombardi, State FFA A dvisor; Fanny Gordon, executive secretary

The 59 th Annual FFA Leadership Conference was held in Great Falls, April 6 -8,
at the Heritage Inn. Sara Hougen, Melstone, presided as president with

Steven Knutson, Clyde Park, 1 st VP; Lori McCormick, Missoula, 2 nd VP; Troy
Gardner, Clyde Park, 3 d VP; Justin OO6Hair, thi \WPi Nadellet on, 4
Forseth, Fairfield, secretary; Darrell Stevenson, Hobson, treasurer; Dena

Denney, Conrad, reporter; Nathan Espeland, Absarokee, sentinel; and Duncan

Bonine, Miles City, parl iamentarian. The State Sweetheart was Jacqueline

Balzer of Worden. Sixty - two members received their State Farmer Degrees and

8 their American Farmer Degrees.

The Moore FFA Chapter received itsd charter.

A major constitutional change was adopted by the delegates and ratified
changing the name of the Association to the Montana FFA Association and from

)

ovocational educationé to oagricultural educati on.

changed removing the word o0farmero6 and replacing

the Greenhand FFA Degree, the State FFA Degree, the American FFA Degree, and
the Honorary FFA Degree.

Another major change was the elimination of the State Sweetheart contest,
replacing it with the Ambassador Program.

1989 - 90
Leonard Lombardi, State FFA Ad visor; Fanny Gordon, executive secretary

oLeading the Challenged was tihhAnnuallstatenle-A bebdershipe 6 0
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Conference in Bozeman, April 5 - 7. Jeremy Danbrook of the Conrad Chapter

served as president with Kirk Fritz, Kalispell, 1 st VP; Ken Holl  and, Dillon,

2nd VP; Erica Olson, Custer, 3 rd VP; Cindy Cote, Missoula, 4 th VP; Roberta
Iverson, Kalispell, secretary; Stephen Ostberg, Fairfield, treasurer; Lisa

Swanz, Judith Gap, reporter; lvanna Cayko, Fairview, sentinel; and Randy

Bogden, Cascade, pa  rliamentarian. Misti Dawn Peterson, Livingston, served as

the last State Sweetheart of the Montana FFA Association. Sixty - five members
received their State FFA Degrees while another 9 were honored with their

American FFA Degrees.

1990-91
Leonard Lomba rdi, State FFA Advisor; Fanny Gordon, executive secretary

The Holiday Inn in Billings served as the site for the 61 st Annual State
Leadership Conference held on April 4 - 6. Misti Peterson, Livingston, served

as the state president with Michael Stevenson, H obson, 1 st VP; Jerry Andres,
Missoula, 2  nd VP; Koy Holland, Dillon, 3 rd VP; Brandi Linhart, Hobson, 4 th VPp;
Nicole Linstrom, Miles City, secretary; Sheila Hoines, Red Lodge, Treasure;

Rebecca Knapp, Hysham, Reporter; Duke Gillman, Missoula, Sentinel; Krist a
Lee, Judith Gap Parliamentarian.

1991 - 92
Leonard Lombardi, advisor; Fanny Gordon, executive secretary

The 62 nd Annual Leadership Conference was held on the campus of MSU on April

9- 11t . Laura Alisch, Cultbertson, served as president with Jesse Andre S,

Missoula, 1 st VP; Dean Jardee, Ekalaka, 2 nd VP; Matt McKamey, Cascade, 3 d VP;

A.J. Mapston, Denton, 4 th VP;, Kevin Fritz, Kalispell, secretary; Kenna

Melton, Denton, treasurer; Meta Loftsgaarden, Missoula, reporter; Lewie

Crouch, Columbus, sentinel; an d Russell Bonine, Miles City, parliamentarian.

The National Officer present was Mi ke Stevenson, Nati o
origins were from the Hobson FFA Chapter. Eighty - four members received their

State FFA Degrees with 5 members recognized for recei ving their American FFA

Degrees.

The first CDE in Ag Sales and Service state contest was held in Great Falls
through the efforts of Bill Jimmerson, Conrad advisor, and Wendy McKamey,
Cascade alumni member. The winning team was the Conrad FFA Chapter.

Randy Bogden, Cascade FFA, was named the Western Region Star in Agribusiness
for his work in the family meat packing business.

1992 - 93
Leonard Lombardi, advisor; Fanny Gordon, executive secretary

The 63 ™ Annual FFA Leadership Conference was held in Great Falls on April 1 -
3rd, Tammy Yost, Joliet, served as state president with Ryan Jones, Miles

City, 1 st VP; Darin Oelkers, Culbertson, 2 nd VP; Shawn Fladager, Peerless, 3 rd
VP; Julie Andres, Missoula, 4 thVP; Heidi Hougen, Melstone, secretary; Chris

Heggem, Winifred, treasurer; Rachelle Schaff, Absarokee, reporter; Ryan

Tooke, Ekalaka, sentinel; and Laura Lambrecht, Custer, parliamentarian.
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A constitutional changed occurred changing the Supervised Occupational

Experience Program (SOEP) to the Supervised Agr icultural Experience Program
(SAEP). The Montana Future Farmer Magazine was also changed to the Montana

FFA Reporter.

The Ag Sales and Service contest was adopted and included as a part of the
team sweepstakes competition. Eighty - three members receive d their State FFA
Degree with 9 members recognized for receiving their American FFA Degrees.

1993- 94
Leonard Lombardi, advisor; Fanny Gordon, executive secretary

The 64 th  Annual FFA Leadership Conference was held in Bozeman with the theme:

OFFAéLeaidprfs&ir America. ¢ Jeremy Fritz, Kalispell, ser\
with Kenny Lee, Judith Gap, 1 st VP; Ty Jones, Miles City, 2 nd VP; Chad Massar,

Sheridan, 3 @ VP; Brad Barkemeyer, Worden 4 thVP; Cindy DeBuff, Harlowton,

secretary; Kristin Sondeno, Big Timber, treasurer; Heather McCartney,

Choteau, reporter; Jason Swanz, Judith Gap, sentinel; and Justin Heupel,
Culbertson, parliamentarian.

Eighty - six members received their State FFA Degrees and 8 members were
recognized for earning their American FFA Degrees.

1994 - 95
Leonard Lombardi, advisor; Fanny Gordon, executive secretary

The 65 th Annual FFA Leadership Conference was held in Billings March 30 o}
April1  st. Tracy Blain, Joliet, served as state president with Bob Stevenson,

Hobson, 1 st VP; Jim McCray, Sta nford, 2 nd VP; Shannon Yost, Joliet, 3 d VP,
Brian Fladstol, Conrad, 4 thVP; Leann Fox, Hysham, secretary; Justin Elliot,

Chinook, treasurer; Melissa Peterson, Clyde Park, reporter; Mardi Linhart,

Hobson, sentinel; and Anne Fladager, Peerless, parliamentar ian. Eighty - eight
members received their State FFA Degrees and another thirteen received their

American FFA Degrees.

The Cascade FFA Chapter placed first in the National FFA Mechanics CDE, the
first time a team from Montana has ever won a team event at th e National
Convention in Kansas City.

1995 - 96

Leonard Lombardi resigned as our State Advisor, after 20 years of service to
the Montana FFA.

Lyndsey Fosbery, Flathead, served as state president with: Joe Dooling,

Dillon,1 st VP; Jason Noyes, Park, 2 nd VP; Jami Hammond, Huntley Project, 3 rd
VP; Nikki Andres, Missoula, 4 th VP; Courtney Gauthier, Park City, secretary;

Dania Robertus, Park City, treasurer; Sarah Rhoades, Cascade, reporter;

Mitchell McKamey, Cascade, sentinel; and Melissa Harrison, Red Lodge ,
parliamentarian.

Leah LaLiberty placed first in the National FFA Agri - science Student
Recognition program.
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The 1996 State FFA Leadership Conference was held in Bozeman on the campus of
MSU on April 11 - 13. Ninety - two members received their State FFA Degr ees.

1996 - 97

In the fall of 1996, Sandra Thibault was hired as an interim State Advisor

until another person was hired. Dr. Shelhamer, along with Jim Hafer and
Sandra were the new Montana Leadership Team for Agricultural Education. The
Montana FFA was |  ed by the Montana Leadership Team for Agricultural Education
(Dr. Shelhamer and Sandra Thibault).

A special legislative effort resulted in a .5 FTE from OPI devoted to the FFA
and the State FFA office to be moved to Montana State University in the
College of Agriculture.

Christi Davenport, Colstrip, served as state president; Ben Larson, Columbus,

1st VP; Tamara Beardsley, Miles City, 2 nd VP; Rachel Armstrong, Laurel, 3 rd VP,
Rachel Gilman, Missoula, 4 th VVP; Suzanne Fritz, Kalispell, secretary; Alex

Offerd ahl, Conrad, treasurer; Staci Peterson, Miles City, reporter; Lyle

Benjamin, Shelby, sentinel; and Leah LaLiberty, Cascade, parliamentarian.

The State FFA Leadership Conference was held in Great Falls at the City

Center.
1997 - 98
Dr. David Hall was hired as the new State FFA Advisor. Dr. Hall came to us
from Penn State University via Oregon. The new Executive Secretary was
Sandra Thibault of Belgrade. The OoOMontana Center for
officially opened with a ribbon cutting ceremony on the MSU campus. It

housed the offices of the State Ag Ed Specialist/State FFA Advisor and the
State FFA Executive Secretary as well as the official offices of the Montana
FFA Association and the Montana FFA Foundation.

The 68 th  Annual State FFA Leadership Conference was held in Bozeman on April

6- 8 with Mike Tuszynski, Kalispell, president; Kendra Milburn, Cascade, 1 st
VP; Jim Knight, Park, 2 nd VP; Jeff Miller, Judith Gap, 3 rd VP; J.R. Peterson,
Shields Valley, 4 th VP; Sarah Walker, Park, secretary; Carmen Clark, Shields

Valley, treasurer; Kelly Fosbery, Kalispell, reporter; Katie Rein, Big
Timber, sentinel; and Chris Bengochea, Culbertson, parliamentarian.

The Conrad FFA made national headlines by placing third in the annual
Commodity Challenge contest.

1998- 99
Dr. David Hall, Advisor; Alex Offerdahl, Executive Secretary

The 69 th  Annual State FFA Leadership Conference was held in Billings April 7 -
10, with Jason Jimmerson, Conrad, serving as the State FFA President with

Shaundra Schaff, Absarokee, 1 st VP; L eRoy Schallenberger, Ekalaka, 2 nd VP; Levi
Keyes, Park, 3 rd VP; Beau Anderson, Bainville, 4 thVVP; Jennifer Bocksnick,

Kalispell, secretary; BJ Fett, Cascade, treasurer; Jake Stevenson, Hobson,

reporter; Jon Bonine, Miles City, sentinel; and Bridger Forsnes s, Wolf Point,

parliamentarian.
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ORacing to Succeeddé6 was an appropriate theme for

featured a visit from Lisa Ahrens, National FFA President.

The Agri - Science Poster contest at MSU Ag - Days was officially adopted as a
State CDE and the Star State Greenhand was approved to represent Montana at
the National Creed Speaking CDE.

1999 - 2000
Dr. David Hall, Advisor; Marcia Monforton, Executive Secretary

The first FFA Foundation Extravaganza was held at the Heritage Inn in Great

Falls. It was organized by Bill Jimmerson, Conrad advisor, and proved to be

very successful. The program consisted of State FFA winning teams and

individuals as entertainment for those sponsors in attendance. Taylor Brown

and Shawn Fladager were co - masters of ceremon ies. Over $6,000 was raised for

the Foundation through a |live auction, silent

artists, including Ken Mapston, Denton advisor.

The 70 th State FFA Leadership Conference was held in Bozeman at MSU with
Christie Flechsenhar, C ascade, president; Ryan Bailey, Shields Valley, 1

Jarod Linne, Flathead, 2 nd VP; Austin Knudsen, Culbertson, 3 d VP; Morgan

Majors, Stevensville, 4 th VP; Crystal Reardon, Cascade, secretary; Ben Meyer,
Stevensville, treasurer; Renee Fisher, Flathead, reporter; Ramey Lunceford,
Stevensville, sentinel; and Becky Kossler, Shields Valley, parliamentarian.

The first Agri - science poster contest winners named at MSU Ag - Days were
allowed to participate in the National FFA Science Fair.

126 members receive d their State FFA Degrees.
2000-01
Dr. David Hall, Advisor; Bev Tompers, Executive Secretary

The 2001 (71 st) State FFA Convention was held in Great Falls at the Civic

Center. OOFe&aAc hi ng New Heightsdé6 was the motto for

team consisti ng of Dane Dugan, Stevensville, president; Amanda McClure,

Missoula, 1 st VP; John Meyer, Stevensville, 2 nd VP; Mary Hedstrom, Flathead,
34 VP; Luke LaLiberty, Cascade, 4 th\/P; Heidi Yost, Joliet, secretary; Charlie
Gilman, Ruby Valley, treasurer; Shaina H ofeldt, Chinook, Reporter; Kody

Tacke, Park, reporter; Dusty Hansen, Cascade, sentinel; and Joel Farkell,

Conrad, parliamentarian.

The delegates at this conference voted to reduce the number of state officers
from 10 to 8, effective in 2002 - 03.

2001 -02
Dr. David Hall, Advisor; Bev Tompers, Executive Secretary

The 2002 (72 nd) State FFA Convention was held at MSU, utilizing Schroyer Gym

and the Student Union Building. 0The Fire
for the state officer team with Austin Maps ton, Denton, president; Seth
Broesder, Conrad, 1 st VP; Katy Sparks, Plevna, 2 nd VP; Tyrele Schaff,
Stillwater Valley, 3 rd \/P; Dustin Mielke, Conrad, 4 th VVP; Jordan Knudsen,
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Culbertson, secretary; Tyler Wiltgen, Shields Valley, treasurer; Theresa
Lemmon, Ju dith Gap, sentinel; and Logan Braaten, Kalispell, parliamentarian.

2002 - 03

Dr. David Hall, Advisor; Bev Tompers, Executive Secretary; Dane Dugan, FFA
Foundation.

Dane Dugan was hired as the first Development Officer for the Montana FFA
Foundation. He st arted many fundraising activities for the Foundation
including personalized license plates, Montana FFA water bottles, and Don
Greytak calendar sales for FFA Chapters.

The first CDE in Ag Issues was held in Conrad through the efforts of Bill
Jimmerson, Con rad advisor. The winning team was the Conrad FFA Chapter.

The 2003 State FFA Convention was held in Billings at the Holiday Inn with

Travis Brown, Huntley Project, presiding with Marie Franko, Cascade, 1 st VP;
Jodie Johnston, Forsyth, 2 nd VP; Mary Meyer, Stevensville, secretary; Mary

Anne Anderson, Big Timber, treasurer; Sharla Bryant, Missoula, reporter; Rock

Wankel, Miles City, sentinel; and Lacy Hunter, Stevensville, parliamentarian.

2003-04

Dr. David Hall, Advisor; Bev Tompers, Executive Secretary; Dane Dugan, FFA
Foundation.

The 74 th  State FFA Convention was held in Great Falls at the Fairgrounds,

March24 -27 using the theme, O0Branded for Success.

presided with Patrick Hackley, Culbertson, VP; Brandon Braaten, Stanford,

secretary; Darin Stanley, Conrad, treasurer; Halsey Wallace, Choteau,

reporter; Kenny Braaten, Kalispell, sentinel; and Tyrel Hamilton, Park City,
parliamentarian. Only 7 officers conducted the Convention due to the

resignation of president, Jed Kleppen, P lentywood, in the Fall for personal
reasons.

Dane Dugan, FFA Foundation Director, was a major influence in raising State
and National support for the FFA and putting on the State Convention.

2004 - 05

Dr. David Hall, Advisor; Bev Tompers, Executive Secre tary; Tyler Wilgen, FFA
Foundation.

The first CDE in Job Interview was held in Big Timber through the efforts of
Brad Moore and Gordon Wichman, Big Timber advisors. Bethany Walter, Huntley
Project, placed first.

Also the first Horse Evaluation CDE was hel d in Missoula with Gene McClure,
Missoula advisor, providing the contest. The Missoula FFA won the
competition.

Hailey Wilmer, Park FFA, placed first in the National FFA Extemporaneous
speaking contest in Louisville, Kentucky.

The 75 th Annual State FFA Co nvention was held in Bozeman at MSU, April 6 - oth |
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with the theme o0Driven by Vision. 6 Stephen Peterson,
as president with Amy Plummer, Flathead, 1 st VP; Matt Pugh, Flathead, 2 nd VP;

Andy Vukonich, Joliet, secretary; Hailey Wilmer, Pa rk, treasurer; Josh

Perkins, Deer Lodge, reporter; Eddy Dvorak, Huntley Project, sentinel; and

Jason Reed, Huntley Project, parliamentarian. 137 members earned their State

FFA Degrees and 65 were recognized for receiving their

The Association started a year - long Diamond Anniversary in celebration of 75
years of service to the Montana education arena. A gathering of former

advisors, state officers, members, and other supporters kicked off the

celebration. Taylor Brown, former stat e officer, presided over the function.

2005 - 06

Another change occurred this year with Dr. David Hall stepping down as State

Advisor and replaced by Bill Jimmerson, retired AgEd Instructor from Conrad

High School. Mr. Jimmerson retired after 25 years of teaching in 2003. He
then replaced Dr. Van Shelhamer at MSU for a year as an adjunct teacher. Dr.

Shelhamer had retired as the AgEd Department chairman at MSU. Mr. Jimmerson

returned to Conrad as a loan officer with Stockman Bank for a year before

accep ting the State Advisor position with OPI. Bev Tompers also resigned as

Executive FFA Secretary and was not replaced.

Raylee St. Onge became the new FFA Foundation Development officer, replacing
Tyler Wiltgen who resigned to enroll in graduate studies at MSU.

Josh Doely, Kalispell, led the Association as president with Leo Ogg,

Cascade, 1 st VP; Shane Stender, Ruby Valley, 2 nd \V/P; Erin Gernaat, Conrad,

secretary; JoDee Voelz, Malta, treasurer; Whitney Wankel, Miles City,

reporter; Jayme Parrish, Missoula , sentinel; and Mark Witt, Ruby Valley,

parl i amentarian. Their motto for the year was: 0Cou|
to I mpact. o

The Association suffered a tragic loss on March 12 th 'when Leo Ogg was found

asphyxiated in a camper he slept in for night cal ving, just 2 % weeks before

the Convention. Leods theme of o0Carpe Diemdé which mea!

allowed his remaining State Officer team to utilize his influence to finish
their terms and host an outstanding convention.

A new FFA/American Indian pro gram was started to improve the knowledge of
Indian culture throughout the FFA. The Plenty Coups FFA Chapter placed first.
The 2006 State FFA Convention was held in Bozeman at MSU on March 29 - April
1st,
2006 - 07
For the second year in a row, the Flathe ad FFA Chapter produced the president
of the Association, Molly Fisher. Other officers for the year were Sara
Schledewitz, Bainville, 1 st VP; Willie Grundhauser, Shields Valley, 2 nd VP;
Perrie Crampton, Beaverhead, secretary; Jon Sheehy, Big Sandy, treasu rer;

Alanna Schlosser, Conrad, reporter; Mandy Jacobs, Shepherd, sentinel; and
Jessica Kirschten, Baker, parliamentarian.
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Inits 77 th year, the Association started the year with 76 Chapters and over
2,800 members. Twenty - four Chapters had female advisors.

Cal Evans, Shields Valley, was a national winner in the Forest Management &
Products proficiency area. He received a trip to Puerto Rico.

The Plenty Coups FFA Chapter provided the entertainment at the H.O. Sargent

Diversity program at the National FF A Convention. Their advisor, Laura

Moore, was selected as Montanads winner i n Thishe H. O. Sa
group won their second FFA/American Indian program at the state convention.

Dr. Brad King replaced Dr. David Hall as the AgEd Specialist for OPI in
Helena.

The Association started a new leadership development program and called it
the oMontana Leadership Conference (MLC). O I't was a v
held in Helena, and included O0serviced activites in th

The 77 th State FFA  Convention was a huge success in Billings at the Billings

Grand Montana hotel. George Simmons, Forsyth advisor, organized and

conducted a successful oO0Day of Serviced with FFA membe
Billings service organizations (Food Bank, Habitat fo r Humanity, Zoo Montana,

etc). Janette Barnard, National FFA Western Region VP, was in attendance as

well as Joe Martinez, National FFA Living to Serve Director.

Oscar Cantu retired after 34 years of teaching AgEd in Montana, 33 of them in
Winifred.
2007- 08

Led by president Alena Ogg, a Cascade FFA standout, the Montana FFA
Association had a banner tyyeaa rOthér officers wer®@ Eric 8
Johnson, 1 st VP; Rocky Forseth, 2 nd VP; Jenny Kossler, secretary; Reese
McAlpin, treasurer; Josie Evenson, reporter; Nikole Disney, sentinel; and
Chelcie Cremer, parliamentarian.

Montana FFA welcomed two new Chapters this year, Circle and Belt. Both were
re - chartered after establishing their Agricultural Education Departments

again.

Two new Career Developme nt Events were added this year in the area of Ag

Communications and Marketing Pl an. These were include:
held at Cascade High School called the 0JAAMS6 (Job I nt
Communications, and Marketing Plan). Big Timber won the Ag Comm and Melstone

87



finished first in the Marketing Plan CDE®Gs. Both thes

winners of alll 16 CDEG6s were eligible for national com
The MLC/ MALC conferences were held in Lewistown with a
included. The atten deeds cleaned miles of city trails and al s

made repairs to the Fergus County Fairgrounds.

Plenty Coups FFA, as the Montana winner of the FFA/American Indian program,
was selected to perform at the final session of the National FFA Convention.

Atthe 78 th State Convention, a 0OTough Enough to Wear Pinkdé theme f
raised money for Montana cancer awareness. Miss Rodeo America 2007, Ashley

Andrews, was the keynote speaker. Also at the convention were our National

FFA Advisor, Dr. Larry C ase, and National FFA president, Zach Kinne. The

second o0Day of Serviced was conducted by the Forsyth F
included helping service organizations in the Bozeman area with their

projects. 1,033 members were in attendance plus over 400 parents and guests.

As Region 1, NAAE, outstanding agricultural educator, Gene McClure (Missoula)
was awarded a 2008 Toyota Tundra. Gene retired after the first semester of
school to take a job as an agricultural border patrol agent with Homeland
Security.

Other teachers who retired this year were Gary Olsen (43 years at Harlowton)
and DuWayne Wilson.

Former State FFA president, Amanda Cloud, was selected to serve as an intern
in the National Office of Education. She worked in the same office as Dr.
Case and National FFA Executive Secretary, C. Coleman Harris (he retired this

year).

Al ena Ogg was selected as Montanads National FFA Offic
2008 - 09

The State offiers se t high goals this year a nd accomplished most of them. In

particular, they set out to increase the number of chapters in the state by

conducting all - school assemblies for schools without an FFA program. Led by

president, Chase Rose (Shields Valley), the next few years should show an
increase in programs. Other officers w ere 1 st VP, Danny Pratt (Miles City);
2nd VP, Sierra Reyher (Belgrade); secretary, Michelle Miller (Flathead);

treasurer, Sam Cornthwaite (Shields Valley); reporter, Logan Hodgskiss

88



(Choteau); sentinel, Kyle Senner (Richey); and parliamentarian, Cale b Igo
(Belgrade). Bill Jimmerson was state advisor.

The Electric City (Great Falls) Chapter received a charter.

The MAAE received funding from the Montana legislature to complete the

National Quality Program Standards initiative that will improve th e quality
of all AgEd programs. Schools wishing to start an AgEd program will also

receive some start - up money ($7,500) to do so. This legislative effort

allowed many FFA members and advisors to testify before the House

Appropriations committee and the S enate Finance and Claims committee.

A successful State Convention was held at Montana ExpoPark in Great Falls

with just over 1,000 members plus nearly 500 parents and guests attending.

Mr. Frank Borman, Apollo 8 commander in 1968, was the keynote speak er. An

appearance by Chief Earl Old Person of the Blackfoot Nation was a special

part of the convention as he talked about hand FFA car e
introduced the Browning FFA who competed and won the FFA/American Indian

program .

The FFA Founda tion position changed hands with Ramey Lunceford, a former

Stevensville FFA member and advisor, taking the reins. His efforts to raise
money for FFA programs had immediate success as t he largest sponsor in our
history was introduced at the state convention . Torgersonds (an equi pmer

dealer) donated $25,000 for FFA activities in the next year.

The first ever State Forestry contest was held. Ben Meyer, Mission Valley
advisor, conducted the event in Ronan. Montana will compete in 18 Career
Development ev  ents at the National FFA Convention.

2009- 10
This was an exciting year in the Montana FFA Association. Five new FFA
Chapters were chartered during the 80 th FFA Convention ( Geraldine, Jordan,
Lima, Roundup, and Savag e). This brought out total chapters t 0 80 which is a

record number for Montana.

The state officers this year were Sarah Ralls, Stevensville, president; Karli

Clark, Choteau, 1 st VP; Richie Farrar, Missoula, 2 nd VP; Karissa Floerchinger,
Cascade, secretary; Ethan Schaff, Sidney, treasurer; R yan Mohr, Park City,
Reporter; David Ratzburg, Conrad, Sentinel; and Nicole Willmore, Roy,

parliamentian. Bill Jimmerson completed his 5 th year as state advisor.
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Ol mproving Agricultural Eduationdé was the theme the MA,

legislature and were re warded with HB464, providing every Ag Department

$1,500 for completing a self assessment and improvement plan. The new Ag

Departments received $6,250 each to help them start their programs.

Representative Jesse O6Hara and Senator bildaarlyor Br own
FFA members provided testimony in Helena.

The Montana Agricultural Opportunities tour was new this year. Ramey

Lunceford, Foundation director, conducted this tour for FFA members

interested in becoming ag teachers. They toured agricultura | businesses in
Billings, Harlowton, Great Falls, Helena, and Three Forks. A video of their

voyage can be found on www.youtube.

The State FFA Convention on the MSU campus brought 1,087 members and advisors

to Bozeman, plus over 500 guests. Keynote spe aker, Flint Rasmussen, world

champion rodeo clown from Choteau, moonwalked his way across the stage, and

inspired all in attendance. Bill Lom bardi, Deer Lodge advisor, was also a

keynote speaker who challenged everyone to oOoOmake a di
live s. Bill and his wife, Mary Rose, have adopted 6 kids from around the

world to go with their own 4 . Also, 170 members received their state FFA

degree.

The State Fair in Great Falls continues to offer FFA Chapters a place to

showcase their projects and a ctivities to the community. Mr. Wearley

(Choteau), Mr. Bedord (Fairfield), and Mr. Tilleman (Cascade) are the

superintendents. The contests in livestock judging, soils judging, and range

judging continue to bring FFA members from all over the state toget her. The
winners were Flathead (livestock judging), Shields Valley (Soils, Range, and

Sweepstakes).

Chase Rose, Shields Valley, was elected the Central Region VP of the National

FFA Association! Chase is our first national officer since Mike Stevenson in
1991 - 92.
Torgersonds, LLC and the Montana FFA Foenatchaior i on t eamed

(New Holland Boomer 8N Retro - Classic) for FFA Chapter members to raffle. Over
$130,000 was raised to support local chapters and the Foundation. Jeanie
Schnitzler of Dell bought the winning ticket from Jori Burns, Beaverhead FFA.

2010-11

The Association continued to add chapters this year with new ones in Darby,
Drummond, Lodge Grass, Simms, and the Nelson Ag Academy Online FFA Chapter.
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Unfortunately, we lost tw o chapters: Belt and the Big Flat Chapter in
Turner.

The Nelson Ag Academy Online Chapter is most likely the first ever of its

kind in America! LeRoy Nelson offers online AgEd classes to students who do

not have access to a regular AgEd program. Ther efore, these members can be
from anywhere in the state.

The Association had a banner year led by president Lane Nordlund (Fergus); 1 st
VP, Laura Frazee (Stevensville); 2 nd VP, Jayleen Harris (Conrad); Secretary,

Sarah Snow (Park City); Treasurer, Brooke Cather (Missoula); Reporter,

Kristen Scott (Shields Valley); Seninel, Mick Mosher (Shepherd); and

Parliamentarian, Cody Donaugh (Park City). Bill Jimmerson finished his 6 th
year as State Advisor.

The second Ag Opportunities Tour was held with abouit 30 members riding along

and being educated about Montana agriculture from the Golden Triangle west to

a dairy farm near Stevensville. Torgersond6s sponsored
The state officers were again treated to a O0Foll ow the
Portland where they s pend a day at the Wheat Marketing Center under the

direction of Dr. David Shelton. The Flathead FFA agronomy team tagged along

and the group got to meet grain representatives from the Philipp ine s, Viet

Nam, and Thailand. The Montana Wheat and Barley Comm ittee sponsor this

event.

The National Convention was truly special with our own, Chase Rose, finishing
up his year as Central Region VP. His special qualities were evident and he
represented our state with style and class.

Our state convention broke all records for attendance with nearly 1,700

members, advisors, and guests present. Our keynote speaker, Trent Loos,

really motivated each member to speak out about agriculture and the nay -
sayers in our society.

Our Foundation continues to generate mor e support than ever under the

direction of Ramey Lunceford. Thousands of dollars were earned by local

chapters selling tickets for three, 4-wheel ers purchased from Torger s
2011-12

Inthe 82  nd year of operation, the Montana FFA Association chartered two more

chapters, in Cut Bank and in Victor. This brings the Association to 85

chapters, a new record number. 2,54 9 nmembers continue an upward trend in a
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time when school populations are on the decline, making the FFA the largest
school - based organizati on in Montana, and growing!

A state officer team of seven females and one male proved that, although
Montana has only 4 6% female membership, females continue to be a majority in

the leadership positions. Morgan Kuntz (Beaverhead) was president; Adam

Heggelund (Deer Lodge), 1 st VP; Bailey Engle (Big Timber), 2 nd VP; Cali
Christensen (Big Timber), secretary; Nicole Mohr (Park City), treasurer;

Melissa Digans (Opheim), reporter; Sarah Burk (Cascade), sentinel; and Katie

Hogemark (Big Timber), parliamentarian . This is the first time in our

history that three females from one chapter, Big Timber, were state officers

the same year.

A special noteworthy item was that Rick Kuntz, 1968 - 69 State president, was
the last state president from Montana to vote against allowing females into
the FFA. Of course, his vote came back to haunt him as his daughter, Morgan,

was president this year!

The FFA Foundation change d hands with director, Ramey Lunceford, accepting a
similar position with the Michigan FFA Association, a nd Jaime Cargill
stepping in as our new director. Chase Rose continues to help with the

Foundation, also.

The first annual Student Ag Expo was held in Billings, replacing the MSU Ag

Days program which was discontinued. Over 900 FFA and 4 - H members comp eted
in numerous contests, including the State Floriculture CDE and the NILE

Livestock judging event. The Montana Leadership Conference (MLC, MALC, and

CPC) was held at the same time. The event was a huge success.

The State convention was held on the MS U- Bozeman campus at the end of March
and attracted nearly ¥ of our membership with 1,161 members attending.

Alicia Hodnik, National FFA Central Region VP, attended along with 5 state

officers from Washington, two from ldaho, and one from Oregon. George

Simmons, Forsyth advisor, conducted our sixth annual Day of Service around

the Bozeman community. Shields Valley FFA was honored as our Star Chapter.

2012-13

With the retirement of state advisor, Bill Jimmerson, in July, Amanda Carlson

was selected to re placement him. Officers this year were Brady Johnson,
president; Molly McGonigal, 1 st VP; Amy Hager, 2  nd VP; Blair Street, secretary;
David Hammermeister, treasurer; Lindsay Clairmont, reporter; Kyle Finley,

reporter; and Emily Muir, parliamentarian.
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Ore of the biggest changes this year was the Association moving from

individual dues to Affil iation dues with National FFA. Now, every student
who takes an AgEd class is automatically in the FFA, completing the model

that AgEd has always had.

2013-14

Ananda Carlson resigned this year in order to raise her family. Bill
Jimmerson came back onboard for a few months until a permanent person was
hired.

The state officers were Caitlin Creighton, Missoula, president; VP; Gwynn

Simeni uk, Opheim, 1st VP; Aust in Standley, Missoula, 2 nd: Whitney Hilliard,
Miles City, secretary; John Walker, Livingston, treasurer; Shanna Olson,

Richey, reporter; Warren Krone, Electric City, sentinel; and Taylor Brown,

Richey, parliamentarian.

A new leadership conference came t o life this year and it was called the GOLD
Conference. Targeted were those members interested in becoming State FFA
Officers.

New chapters chartered this year were St. Regis, White Sulphur Springs, St.
Labre, Gardiner, and the Northern Cheyenne Tribal S chool.

2014-15

The officer team was the first in the history of the Association to have

three state advisors during their term. The officers were: Bran t Marsh,
Sheridan, president; Brady Ostermiller, Shepherd, 1st VP; Allie Nelson, Great
Falls, 2nd VVP; Neela Andres, Missoula, secretary; Randy Taylor, Dillon,

treasurer; Bryce Street, Shields Valley, reporter; Carlie Brownlee, Big
Timber, sentinel; and Calli Jo Dixon, Lewistown,  parliamentarian.

Possibly the biggest change in the oéegredthisiy@at.i onds hi st o
The Association d ivorced state government as its employer and went on its

own. Using two funds that the legislature designat ed for the FFA

Association, the Board of Directors became the owners of this business.
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Basil Ashcraft, St ate FFA Advisor, is shown
receiving a retirement gift from the Montana
Association and the Montana Agriculture Teachers
Association. Following his retirement a group of
agriculture teacher went to Polson and helped
build his retirement home.

State FFA Advisors

Dr. Max Amberson looks over one of e
the FFA booths at the State Fair in g !
Great Falls. State officers served é .
as ushers at the night shows and
sometimes got to meet the night show
entertainers. Chapters were paid
$200.00 to put up the di splay.

Leonard Lombardi of Whitehall and a MSC graduate,
returned to Montana to serve as State Agricultural

Education Specialist and State FFA advisor after

teaching for a number of years in Oregon. Leonard

and his wife Ruth were instrumen tal in establishing
the Montana FFA Foundation. Their son Bill,

teaches Agricultural Education in Deer Lodge.

STATE ADVISORS
M. J. Abbey (State Advisor, Ag. Clubs) 1929
J. E. Border 1929 o
1937
Herschel D. Hurd January , 1937 - October, 1937
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A.W. Johnson

Dr. Max L. Amberson
Basil C. Ashcraft

Dr. Vernon D. Luft
Leonard Lombardi
Sandra Thibault, interim
Dr. David Hall

Bill Jimmerson
Amanda Carlson

Bill Jim  merson
Jim Rose

ASSISTANT STATE ADVISORS

D. L. MacDonald
H. E. Rodeberg
Arthur B. Ward
Basil C. Ashcraft
Sandra Thibault
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October, 1937 - September 1, 1961
September 1, 1961 O Sept.1, 1967
September 1, 1967 - June 30, 1973
September 1, 1973 - June 18,1975
November 1, 1975 & June 30, 1996
July 1, 1996 d June 30, 1997

July 1, 1997 8 Sept. 1, 2005
September 6, 2005 0 August 1, 2012

August 1, 2012 d July 15, 2014

July 15, 2014 & December 31,2014
January 1, 2015 - present

1937 - 1942

1942 - 1947

1947 - 1951

1954 o6 1967

1997 - 1998



STATE ADVISORS BACKGROUND

M. J. ABBEY

Mr. Abbey was born February 8,1876 in New York. He received his B. A. at

Brown University in 1902. He received further education in Utah and Chicago.

He worked in the field of agriculture in Utah, West Virginia and Montana.

He became the first State Supervisor of Vocational Agricultural Education

1919 after having served as Montana 4 - H Club Leader from 1916 to 1919. Under
his direction the number of Vo - Ag departments increased from nine in 1918

twenty -sixwhen he resigned in 1929.

Mr. Abbey was a man with a dynamic personality. He was always interested in

the underprivileged and would help them if at all possible. In order to help,

students through college he started a boarding house that charged a very low

rate  so that more students could attend school. He was instrumental in
starting a vocational conference held at Montana State College for many

years. At this conference over a thousand young men from Montana high schools

listened to men who were prominent in t heir respective vocations tell of the
advantages and disadvantages of their lines of work. It was a beginning in

vocational guidance in Montana.

Mr. Abbey was instrumental in laying plans for the formation of the Montana
Association of Future Farmers of Am erica at the 1929 Annual Livestock Judging
Contest in Bozeman.

Mr. Abbey died in August, 1946 at Columbus, Ohio.
J. E. BORDER

Mr. Border graduated from Montana State University in 1916 with a B.S. in

Animal Industry. He was one of the first teachers of agriculture in Montana
having taught at Dillon and Bozeman in the days before the passage of the

vocational acts. He remained in teaching until his appointment as State

Supervisor of Vocational Agricultural Education in 1929.

Mr. Border was a pioneer in bringing together the loosely organized "Ag Club

and forming them into the present State Association, which was chartered on

April 1, 1930 by the National Organization. He was the first State FFA

Advisor and was instrumental in changing the textbook type of instruction to
a more practical method of teaching agriculture. This movement was

characteristic his philosophy regarding vocational agricultural education, as

was shown by very practical program he carried out when a Smith - Hughes
agriculture teacher at Harlowton High School.
After resigning as state supervisor in 1937, he taught vocational agriculture

at Gallatin County High School, Bozeman, for one year before joining the
State Department at Olympia, Washington, as their first State Director of
Vocatio n Education.

HERSCHEL D. HURD

Mr. Hurd received his B.S. in Agricultural Education at Montana State
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University 1929. He had an outstanding record at MSC where he was a member of
Alpha, theM" Club, Septemviri, and Sigma Alpha Epsilon social fraternity. Mr.
Hurd did graduate work at the University of Minnesota.

Mr. Hurd was the vo - ag instructor at Fergus County High School, Lewistown,
previous to becoming County Extension Agent of Park County.

Mr. Hurd was State Supervisor of Vocational Agricultural Educ ation for nine
months 1937, resigning from that position to work for the Soil Conservation
Service under USDA. He was appointed State Soil Conservationist in 1957.

A.W. Johnson

Mr. Johnson was born February 9, 1897 at Staples, Minnesota. He received h is
degree in Agricultural Education at Montana State College, Bozeman, in 1926
later received the equivalent of a Master's Degree.

He started teaching at Teton County High School at Choteau, and from there

went to Powell County High School at Deer Lodge wh ere he taught until his
appointment as Supervisor of Vocational Agricultural Education in 1937.While

at Deer Lodge, his chapter won the State Chapter Contest five years in

succession, and was the gold award winner of the National Chapter Contest in

1932.M r. Johnson received the Honorary American Farmer Degree at the Fifth

National Convention in Kansas City for his outstanding work in bringing the

Deer Lodge Chapter to the top.

Mr. Johnson resided in Bozeman until 1949, when the Vocational Agricultural
Educ ation on Department was moved to the offices of the State Superintendent
of Public Instruction in Helena.

Mr. Johnson was married to the former Ada Johnson of Deer Lodge. They have
two sons and one daughter. Since his retirement in 1961, Mr. Johnson
contin ued to reside in the Capital City until his death, November 27, 1970.

Dr. Max L. Amberson

Mr. Amberson is a native of Gallatin Gateway, Montana and received his

Bachel ords degree in Agricultural Education from Mont a
Bozeman, 1955. He rec eived his Master's Degree from the University of

Minnesota in 1966. After graduation from Bozeman, Mr. Amberson was the Vo - Ag

instructor at Whitehall High School for two years, 1955 to 1957. He left

Whitehall to join the Peavey - Occident Company in Minneap olis, Minnesota for

four years, before returning to Montana as State Supervisor of Agricultural

Education on September 1, 1961. Dr Amberson retired from Agricultural
Education in 1987. A short time he returned as Acting Dean for the College of
Agriculture , a position he held for three years.

Dr. Amberson received his Doctor of Philosophy Degree from Ohio State
University on August 30, 1968. He served as Acting Director of Vocational

Education upon returning from Ohio State University, until he accepted th e
position of head of the Agricultural Education Department at Montana State
University in Bozeman in September |, 1967.

He is married to the former Shirley Boe of Cut Bank. They have three
children two girls and a boy.
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BASIL C. ASHCRAFT

Mr. Ashcraft was born in Hot Springs, Arkansas on May 17, 1911, and moved
shortly thereafter to Moccasin, Montana. He received his B.S. Degree in
Agricultural Education at Montana State College in 1933.

He taught at Musselshell in 1934 - 35, Big Timber from 1935 - 37, Ryegate in
1937 - 38 and opened the new department at Medicine Lake, remaining there until

he joined the United States Army in July, 1942. He served with the 8th Air

Force in England for two years and was discharged in December, 1945. He

remained in the Army Reserv e, retiring with the rank of Lieutenant Colonel in

1964.

Mr. Ashcraft was Chief Training Officer for the Veterans Administration from

1946 to 1949, becoming Assistant Supervisor of the 10FT Program in 1949. In

1957 he was appointed Assistant Supervisor of Agricultural Education and
became the Administrative Assistant to the Director of Vocational Education

in 1965. He was made Supervisor of Agricultural Education in 1967 and

remained in that position until his retirement to Flathead Lake, June, 1973.

Mr. Ashcraft, who passed away in 2004, was married to the former Vera Nygren
and had one son and two daughters.

VERNON D. LUFT

Mr. Luft was born in Williston, North Dakota on November 23, 1944. He

graduated from Culbertson High School in 1962. After gradu ation he joined the
Montana National Guard and entered the army for six months active duty. He

received his B.S. in Agricultural Education from Montana State University in

1967. He taught Vo - Ag at Opheim for two years, then received a scholarship

from the Peavey Company to do graduate work in agriculture education. While
working on his Master's Degree he served as a graduate teaching assistant in

the Agricultural Education Department at MSC. He completed his M.S. Degree

from Montana State University in June , 1970. From July, 1970 to June, 1972,
Mr. Luft taught Vo - Ag at Chinook High School and at that time he also served

as vice president of the Montana Vocational Agriculture Teachers'

Association. He was awarded an EPDA Fellowship to do doctoral work at the
Ohio State University. His course work for his Ph.D. was completed in August,

1973, and he became Supervisor of Agriculture Education, September 1, 1973.

Dr. Luft was married and has two children, a son and a daughter. He resigned

June 18, 1975, to become Associate Professor of Agricultural Education at

North Dakota State University, Fargo. Dr. Luft moved to University of Nevada
Reno, and is currently the Associate Dean for Education. He continues to be

active in Agricultural Education.

LEONARD LOMBARDI

Born in Butte, Montana, September 9, 1935, Mr. Lombardi grew up on a dairy
farm near Whitehall where he attended school and graduated from the Whitehall
High School. While in high school he was active in the FFA. After graduation
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he worked in the mines in Butte until he attended Montana State University.
While in college he was also active in the activities of the Future Farmers.

He received a Bachelor's Degree in Agriculture Education in 1960. Upon

graduation he moved to Enterprise, Oregon where he taught vocational
agriculture and was the vocational director from 1960 to 1975.

On November 3, 1975, Mr. Lombardi joined the staff of the Office of Public

Instruc  tion as Supervisor of Agriculture Education. Mr. Lombardi retired in

1995 after serving as State Ad visor for 25 years. He continues to reside in
Helena and substitute teaches for his son, Bill Lombardi, agricultural

education instructor at Deer Lodge.

Mr. Lombardi is married to the former Ruth Kendall of Butte. They are the
parents of two girls and two boys.

SANDRA THIBAULT (GERMANN)

Ms. Sandra Germann was born in Roseburg, Oregon on May 9, 1964 to Marlow and

Sharon Eitzen. She received her B.S. degree in Agriculture Education (Ag - Ed)

at Montana State University (MSU) 0 Bozeman in 1989 and her master 6s degree
in Ag -Edin1991.

Prior to working with the MT FFA Association, she held positions as a

Livestock Production Specialist for Cenex/ Land OdlLakes

out of Twin Falls, Idaho and the Education and Outreach Coordinator for the
Soil & Water Conservation District in Jerome, ldaho.

Ms. Germann (formerly Sandra Thibault), served as the interim State Advisor

from 1996 - 97 working with Dr. Van Shelhamer, MSU Ag - Ed Professor, and Mr. Jim
Hafer, Ag - Ed graduate student, to form the State FFA Leadership Team for
Agriculture Education. The Team was instrumental in continuing the unity

between the State FFA Association and the Montana Vo -Ag Teacher s Associati

that Mr. Lombardi had developed. Sandra enjoyed working with the FFA
students and s erved as the State Executive Secretary for the MT FFA
Association from 1997 - 98.

Since 1998, Sandra has served as the Director of Development for the MSU
College of Agriculture in Bozeman. She and her husband, Mike Germann, live

in Belgrade with their thre e children, Matthew, Daniel and Schuyler.

DAVID HALL

Dr. Hall was raised on a ranch near Heppner, Oregon. He was very active in

FFA and served as an Oregon FFA State Officer in 1968 -69. In 1973, he

graduated from Oregon State University with a Bachel ords Degree in
Agricultural Education, having served as Student Body President. He and his

wife operated a Shooting Preserve prior to his taking the Vo - Ag position at

Wallowa, OR where he taught from 1975 -86. He earned his Masterds

Ag Edfrom O SU in 1979. In 1986, he was hired as part of the Ag Ed faculty
at The Pennsylvania State University. He earned a Ph D in Ag Ed from PSU in
1990 and continued on the faculty until 1994, when he was hired by the Crook
County School District in Prineville, OR as the Ag Ed Instructor. He
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designed the Ag Ed facility at their new high school. In 1997 he was hired
by OPI as the Ag Ed Specialist.

During his Ag Ed career, Dr Hall has served on the National FFA Board of

Directors, National FFA Foundation Board of Trustees, and the National

Council For Agricultural Education. He held all of the offices of the Oregon

Ag Teachers, National AAAE Treasurer, and all of the National NASAE offices.

He was chosen as Oregonds Outstanding Young Ag Teacher
Qutstanding Young Ag Teacher, Oregonds Outstanding Ag T
Outstanding Advisor, and NACTA Eastern Region Outstanding Teacher.

Dr. Hall is married to the former Nancy Richardson. They have two daughters,
both American FFA Degree recipients and past Pennsylvania FFA State Officers.

BILL JIMMERSON

Mr. Jimmerson grew up on a ranch north of Lewistown, Montana. He received

his B.S. Degree in Ag - Ed from Montana State University in 1970. After

teaching Vo - Ag at Grass Range High School for two years (197 1-73), he

returned to the family farm and managed the farm until 1979 when he returned

to MSU and received his M.S. Degree in Ag- Ed.

Mr. Jimmerson taught at Conrad High School from 1980 - 2003, completing 25

years of service. During that time, he was inst rumental in starting the Ag

Sales and Service and Ag | ssues CDE®ds in Montana. He

teachers during his tenure at Conrad. In 2003, he was named an adjunct

teacher of Ag- Ed at Montana State University, replacing Dr. Van Shelhamer who
had reti  red. In 2004, he returned to Conrad and became an agriculture loan
officer with Stockman Bank until he accepted the position as State FFA

Advisor.

He is married to the former Molly McGuire of Utica. They have two children,

a boy and a girl. Their son, Jason, was State FFA president in 1998 - 99.

AMANDA CARLSON

Amanda is a former member of the Stevensville FFA and served as State FFA

president in 2003 - 04. She also served as an intern to Dr. Larry Case at the

National FFA Center in Washington, D.C. and s tarted the Savage FFA Chapter in

2009.

JIM ROSE

Mr. Rose was born in Choteau, Montana. He grew up being involved in the

familyds ranching operations near Simms, but attended
from Cascade. While in high school, Mr. Rose was very act ive in athletics and

FFA. He carried his passion for athletics on to the college level where he
played two years of basketball for the MSU Bobcats.

Mr. Rose began his Agriculture teaching career in Clyde Park in 1983 and
retired from the same school district in 2014. During this time he saw
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numerous outstanding individuals 0go throughdé his cl as:
towns of Clyde Park and Wilsall consolidated their high schools and became

known as Shields Valley. The Shields Valley people were great supporters of
the Agriculture program and consequently, many of Mont
entries come from this area.

Mr. Rose married Cathy Bandow from Conrad in 1985. Cathy was also a teacher

at Clyde Park/Shields Valley and retired at the same time. Th ey had two

sons, Chase and Connor who were both very active in the FFA organization.

Chase was selected as Montanads state FFA president in
served as the 2009/10 National FFA Vice - President from the Central Region.

Connor was a nat ional proficiency finalist in 2012 and was only the fourth
Montana FFA member to be named as an American Star Finalist in 2013.

ASSISTANT STATE ADVISORS

D. L. MACDONALD

Mr. MacDonald was born in Calumet, Michigan in April of 1899. He attended

Montana State College and received his B.S. in Agricultural Education in

1924,

He taught Vo - Ag at Plains High School from 1924 - 26. He then taught two years

at Belt before becoming Vo - Ag instructor at Gallatin County High School,
Bozeman, in 1928 where he stayed until 1937. He served as Assistant

Supervisor of Vocational Agricultural Education until 1942. He went on leave

with the U. S. Office of Education for the next several years, working with
the OSY program.

He wo rked in the field of animal industry in adult education for the USDA.
After leaving the Department of Agriculture he became Agricultural Attaché to
Pakistan.

H. E. RODEBERG

Mr. Rodeberg, better known as "Rody" was born on November 8, 1904 in
Montevedio, Minnesota. He attended high school at Roundup, Montana and
graduated from Montana State College in 1929 with his B.S. Degree in
Agricultural Education.

He started the Vo - Ag department at Joplin in 1929, and remained there until

he moved to Chester in 1935 to start another department. He moved to Malta in

1938 to start his third department. He was part - time supervisor in 1941; and
inJune 1942, received his M.S. Degree in Agricultural Education. He remained

Assistant Supervisor of Vocational Agricultural Edu cation until 1947, when he

took the position as Agricultural Education teacher trainer at Montana State

University.

He served on the Food Production War Training Program in Montana during World

War Il and conducted production courses for adults and establi shed community
canneries.
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Rody is married and claims shop tools and travel as his hobbies. In addition

to being Collegiate FFA Chapter Advisor while at MSU, he served on a number

of other committees, including Little I, Ag. Club, Military and Faculty

Poli cy. He retired in 1969.He moved to Mesa Arizona and resided there until
he passed away.

ARTHUR B. WARD

Mr. Ward was born in Lewistown, Montana in December of 1906. He graduated
from Moccasin High School and received his B.S. in Agricultural Education
fr om Montana State College in 1938.

He taught Vo - Ag at Gallatin County High School, Bozeman, from 1937 to 1940.
He then went to Lewistown and remained as instructor there until 1942. He
spent the next several years in the armed forces during World War Il.

He became Assistant Supervisor in 1947 and remained until 1951. He then went
to the University of lllinois where he received his doctorate in Agricultural
Education. He returned to Montana for one year as Assistant Supervisor and

Field Supervisor for the In stitutional - on- Farm Veterans Training Program. He
then became employed on the staff of the University of Nebraska.
BASIL C. ASHCRAFT (See Division - State Advisors)

EXECUTIVE SECRETARIES

FANNY GORDON 1976- 1997
SANDRA THIBAULT (GERMANN) 8 1997 - 98 (__.See Division - State Advisors)
ALEX OFFERDAHL 8 1998 - 2000

Alex served when he was a junior at MSU in the Agricultural Education Dept.

He graduated in the spring of 2000 ,and resigned from this position to work
for the Montana Grain Growers Association in Great Falls. He currently works

for Watts & Associates, Billings.

MARCIA MONFORTON 2000 - 2001

Marcia served one year in this position. She grew up around Ekalaka.

BEVERLY TOMPERSS 2001 - 2005

Beverl y grew up in North Dakota and graduated form North Dakota State

University with a degree in Home Economics. She worked as admission Officer

for the college of Great Falls and administrative Assistant for the Montana

4- H Foundation and State 4 - H office. Sh e returned to teaching Family and
Consumer Science at Belgrade, Montana in the fall of 2005.
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Dr. Max Amberson , center, working with
GTA Scholarship winners at Summer
School. Teachers were Bill Taylor,
Amberson, Ken Mapston, and Gary Schaff.
All of thes e teachers earned their MS
Degree while attending summer school.

Teacher Trainers & Collegiate FFA Advisors
Doug Bishop enjoys a cup of coffee with
Secretary Shirl ey Rust. Secretaries are a
blessing to students. They keep us on
tract, listen toourgrip esand give sound
advice.

H.E. Rodeberg, Left and Leo Knuti,

center, visit with industry
representatives during an in -
service for teachers . Teachers
present are Bill Chiesa , Wibaux
Jim Norder, Sidney, Bob

Schneekloth, Opheim and Dean

Robertson, Malta. Jack Demko is
standing next to ORodyo.
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































