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In 2018, the Montana FFA Foundation celebrated our 20th anniversary. Over the 
course of the past two decades, our Foundation has grown from just an idea and has 
blossomed into a support mechanism for our over 5,000 Montana FFA members in 
97 local FFA chapters by raising over $400,000, annually. 

As we look back on this milestone, we want to recognize all of our donors, both new 
and those who have been with us since the beginning, for investing in Agricultural 
Education and developing future Montana leaders. Through your generous 		
donations, we are able to impact FFA members in the following ways: 

•    Leadership Development – FFA offers a wide variety of opportunities for lead-
ership development and personal growth in our FFA members. Our Montana FFA 
members participate in career-focused contests, leadership workshops and sessions, 
and learn about career opportunities from our partners at events held throughout the 
year including the State FFA Convention, District Leadership Seminars, John Deere 
Ag Expo, the Agricultural Opportunities Tour, and Torgerson’s GOLD Conference.

•    Personal Growth through Scholarships and Grants – Expanding from our Bulls 
for Blue grant that provides funds to FFA members who wish to start or expand their 
Beef Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE), the Montana FFA Foundation has 
begun awarding SAE grants in any area from Ag Communications to Repair & Main-
tenance for students who are seeking to develop these entrepreneurial work-based 
learning projects. 

•    Local Chapter Support – We continue to provide funds for service projects for 
FFA chapters to give back to their communities. For the first year, the Montana FFA 
Foundation has also begun supporting Agricultural Education teachers’ needs in 
the classroom including curriculum, instructional equipment and technology, and 	
professional development through our new Emerge Education program.

It is clear that the hard work and commitment from our supporters throughout our 
history has allowed the idea of providing additional support in developing the next 
general of Montana leaders to come to fruition. However, we still have much work to 
do. Our vision continues to look for ways to sustain and grow our support for 		
Montana’s young leaders over the next 20 years. Your support is integral in continu-
ing to provide resources to meet the needs for leadership development, personal 
growth, and local chapter support for all schools in the Montana FFA Association.

Thank you for your continued investment in Agricultural Education and the future 
leaders of Montana.

Sincerely,

Dear Friends,
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Gwynn Simeniuk
Executive Director
Montana FFA Foundation

Curt Robbins
President
Montana FFA Foundation
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STAFF

Montana FFA Foundation Staff
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Gwynn Simeniuk
Executive Director

Opheim, MT

Cody Boyce
Donor Relations Coord.

Lewistown, MT

Trevor Motley
Marketing Coordinator

Stevensville, MT

Shelby Morris
Office Coordinator

Missoula, MT

Mikayla Comes
Events Coordinator

Lewistown, MT

MONTANA FFA FOUNDATION LEADERSHIP

2018 - 2019 Board of Directors

Curt Robbins
President

Columbus, MT
Reliable Construction LLC.

Scott Aspenlieder
Vice President

Billings, MT
Performance Engineering

Belinda Darlinton
Secretary

Great Falls, MT
Stockman Bank

2018 - 2019 RETIRED STAFF

Meghan Brence
Finance Coordinator

Miles City, MT

Jaime Edmundson
Executive Director

Crane, OR

Bill Jimmerson
Interim E.D.

Lewistown, MT
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MONTANA FFA FOUNDATION LEADERSHIP CONTINUED
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Mark Sinnard
Treasurer

Wilsall, MT
Retired 3M Executive

Bill Jimmerson
Director

Bozeman, MT
Your Education Source

Jay Meyer
Director

Stevensville, MT
Meyer Ranch

Jack Larson
Director

Miles City, MT
Larson Ranch

Becky Nelson
Director

Great Falls, MT
Development Consulting

Rik Miller
Philanthropy Chair

Bozeman, MT
Retired DuPont President

FFA STATE LEADERSHIP FFA ALUMNI & SUPPORTERS LEADERSHIP
Brian Engle

President
Big Timber, MT

Kelsey Kraft
President Elect

Laurel, MT

Bill Jimmerson
Past President
Bozeman, MT

Cyndi Johnson
Secretary

Conrad, MT

Todd Lackman
Treasurer

Hysham, MT

Ken Johnson
Glacier District

Conrad, MT

Tanya Flowers
Southeastern District

Shepherd, MT

Emily Standley
Judith Basin District

Lewistown, MT

Scott Lackman
Eastern District

Hysham, MT

Trevor Motley
Western District
Stevensville, MT

Brent Beley
Southwestern District

Big Timber, MT

Nicole Senner
Big Muddy District

Richey, MT

Mike Tuszynski
Southern District

Acton, MT

Jim Rose
State FFA Advisor

Bozeman, MT
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MONTANA AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION

A Year of Growth
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Current Montana FFA Chapters Tentative New Programs

	 97 Montana FFA Chapters 		 		  From 8 Diverse Districts

	 5,000+ Montana FFA Members 		 		  Enrolled in High School Agricultural Education Programs

	 $7.86 Million Earned & Invested		 		  From Supervised Agricultural Experiences

Chapters Added or Rechartered In 2018Lima

Hot Springs

Stanford

Broadview

Dodson

Glendive
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NATIONAL STANDINGS

How Montana FFA Stacks Up
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	 35 American Degree Recipients 		 		  From 20 Chapters

2 Top 10 National CDE Teams	
	 Broadwater FFA 3rd in Livestock Evaluation
		  Abby Leachman - Top 10 Individual

	 Ruby Valley FFA 6th in ATMS (Ag Mechanics)
		  Tyler Haag - Top 10 Individual

	 3 National Star Chapters
	 	 Beaverhead, Kalispell, Shepherd
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	 45% Of Montana FFA Members		 		  Are Female

39/104 Montana FFA Advisors		 	
	 Are Women

	 63% Of Montana FFA State Officers		 		  Are Female | Nationally 64% of State Officers Are Female
MT Data Pulled From The Last 5 Teams 

50 YEARS OF WOMEN IN FFA

Montana FFA History
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Oct. 17, 1969
42nd National FFA Convention 

Delegates Moved to Allow Female Membership
1972
Montana FFA’s First Female State Star Greenhand	
Cindy Klessens | Red Lodge FFA

1973
Montana FFA’s First State Sweetheart

Colleen Barnard | Saco FFA
1975
Montana FFA’s First Female State Officer
Cindy Klessens | Red Lodge FFA

1977
Montana’s First Female Advisor

Donna Berg | Melstone
1979
First Female Advisor Trained in Montana
Cindy Klessens | Deer Lodge

1980
Montana’s First Female State Alumni Officer

Pat Cavey

1986
Montana FFA’s First Female State Star Farmer

Barbara Walling | Winifred FFA

1989
Montana FFA’s Last State Sweetheart

Misti Peterson | Park FFA

1996
Montana FFA’s First Female State Advisor

Sandra Germann

1981
Montana FFA’s 1st Female American Degree Recipient	
Valerie Stevenson | Hobson FFA

1989
Montana FFA’s First Female State President
Sara Hougen | Melstone FFA

1990
Montana’s First Female State Alumni President
Wendy McKamey

2005
Montana FFA’s 1st Female Foundation Director
Raylee St. Onge

TODAY
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PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT

State Officer Continuum
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Following election, state officers embark on a journey of growth, leadership, and service directed through 11 
key areas of focus. While each state’s journey features customized variations, the National FFA Organization 
supports states and their officers through a blended learning model including face-to-face training experi-
ences, digital/print resources, and online education through the State Officer Academy - all of this to guide 
in the development of world-ready leaders. 

Initial Training (Montana Only) - Officers learn about what their year of service will entail, and meet with 
numerous stakeholders. During this time, officers will also be briefed on media communication, goal setting, 
and create the theme for Montana FFA’s coming year. 

Base C11amp - Base Camp is a standard three-day experience for all state FFA officers. Focus areas include 
sound character, positive influence, professionalism, and time management. Additionally, this experience 
enrolls students into the entire State Officer Leadership Continuum and the State Officer Academy learning 
management system.

Checkpoint - Checkpoints include up to two additional in-state training experiences. These experiences can 
cover the following focus areas: successful workshops, public speaking, conversation skills, and team dy-
namics.

State Officer Summit - Held in Washington D.C. each July, this three-day advocacy training experience that 
is open to all 375 state FFA officers. Training will focus on serving as an advocate for agriculture and FFA, as 
well as developing clear and consistent messages related to agriculture and FFA. 

	 375 FFA State Officers		 	 	 Nationwide Each Year 	 1 Out Of 2,000		 		  Members Will Become A State Officer	 50% Of State Officers		 	 	 Live on Farms

Montana & National FFA
State Officer Continuum
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2018 Revenue

FINANCIAL INFORMATION

Revenues
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Revenues By Year

Event Support

Association & General 
Support

Scholarships

Special Giving Programs

Legacy Endowment Giving

TOTAL

2018

$187,551

$96,746

$29,750

$97,577

$15,028
____________

$426,652

2017

$174,314

$67,608

$39,550

$62,949

$46,400
____________

$390,821
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FINANCIAL INFORMATION

Expenses
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Expenses By Year

Event Support

Scholarships

Special Programs/
Student & Chapter Grants

Association Support/
Leadership Development

Administrative

Fundraising & Promotions

TOTAL

2018

$80,268

$55,884

$28,560

$84,580

$110,578

$67,750
____________

$427, 620

2017

$82,098

$39,178

$21,447

$51,994

$171,285

$19,686
____________

$385,688

Revenue & Expenses
for

2014 - 2018

2018 Expenses

2018 Annual Report.indd   11 5/22/19   4:15 PM



SPONSORS & DONORS

Thank You For Supporting Montana FFA
Premier Sponsors ($25,000 - $49,999)

Platinum Sponsors ($15,000 - $24,999)

Gold Sponsors ($5,000 - $14,999)
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Rik & Karen Miller Alice Lee Lund Trust
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SPONSORS & DONORS

Gold Sponsors ($5,000 - $14,999) Cont.

Silver Sponsors ($1,000 - $4,999)
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Peter Nelson Charitable Trust

Montana Cooperative

Buchanan Family Foundation

Goodworks Memorial 
Foundation

Laurel FFA Alumni

Pennmont Foundation

Ann Newhouse **

Darell & Tammy Luther

Michael Coyne

Colleen Barnard

Jay & Colleen Meyer

Bill & Molly Jimmerson

Lyle Armstrong Ranch

Mark & Joan Sinnard

Hubbard Alltech

Montana Water Resources

Strand Union

** = MT Agricultural Educator
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SPONSORS & DONORS
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Silver Sponsors ($1,000 - $4,999) Cont.

Friend of FFA Sponsors ($1 - $999)

Agkura Enterprises, LLC

Alpha Gamma Rho 

AlphaGraphics Bozeman

Anderson Zurmuehlen

Animal Blessings Pet 
Hospital

Apex Angus

Bank of America 
Charitable Foundation

Bergstrom Farms Inc.

Bitterroot Stock Growers

Boot Barn

Burnt Fork Vet Clinic

Cascade FFA

Cascade FFA Alumni

Church, Harris, Johnson 
&  Williams Law

CoBank

Cottonwood Veterinary 
Hospital

Dawson Community 
College

Fabian’s Machine & 
Welding Inc

Fleet Wholesale Supply 

Food and Fun Inc

Fort Owen Ranch

Goodworks

Grizzly Saddlery Inc.

Guy Tabacco 
Construction

Jamison Door Co: HCR

Lewistown Ace Hardware

Lewistown Rental LLC

Marias River Livestock 
Association

Missoula FFA

Mitchell Golf

Montana Department of 
Agriculture

Montana Grain Growers 
Association

Montana Seed Trade
Association

Montana Valley Irrigation 
(MVI)

MSU College of Ag

Network for Good

NutraLix

Performance Engineering

Premier Paints

Printing for Less

S & S Machine

Selby’s

Shelby FFA 

Sitz Angus Ranch - Dillon 
Ranch

South Montana Angus 
Association

Tri-County Implement

Turner Farms

USDA- NRCS

Westbred Monsanto

Wichman Ag Supply

Storfa’s Service LLC

Tempest Technologies

Tire Rama

Tri County Market 
Committee

Wood’s Powr-Grip

Robin Allen **

Andy Anderson

Jenny Anderson **

Perry & Annie Anderson

Cindy Arnott **

Russ & Lorene Bailey

Shirley Ball

Tom Bernhardt

Larry Boswell

Shannon Boswell
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SPONSORS & DONORS

Friend of FFA Sponsors ($1 - $999) Cont.

500 Club Members ($500 Annually)
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Will Alexander 

Max & Shirley 
Amberson

Robert Anderson

Walt Anseth

Lyle Armstrong

Jay Armstrong

Duane Burkenpas

Will Fett

Scott & Sally Froelich

John & Doreen Gates

David & Nancy Hall

Dennis & Meredith 
Hirsch

Jason & Sandra 
Jimmerson

Bill & Molly Jimmerson

Ken & Cyndi Johnson

Mark & Patricia Kossler

Jay & Colleen Meyer

Rik & Karen Miller

Jeff & Vicki Motley

Lyle & Dianna Neal

Jens Nielsen **

Paul Pahut

Matt & Theresa 
Pendergast

Dave Phillips

Steve Raska

Alan & Laurie Redfield

Curt Robbins

Mark & Joan Sinnard

Kent Smart

Logan & Emily Standley

H. Dean & Peggy 
Whitesitt

Lee & Sarah Boyer

Larry & Shannon Brence

Mike & Patricia Cavey

Dan & Jody Cramer

Kevin & Cathy Crook

Kari Cupp

Steve & Belinda Darlinton

Dwayne & Janet Dietz

Josh & Leslie Doely

Roger & Wendy Doely

Pete & Jenn Dunn

Michael Finn

Ted Gernaey

Tim Gill

Gerri Higgins

Steve Holloway

Bill & Ramona Holt

Dave & Donna Johnson

Dylan & Whitney Klasna

Rick & Gail Kuntz

Eileen Lackman

Jack & Marian Larson

James Lewis

Bill & Mary Rose 
Lombardi **

Frank & Mary Jane 
LaLiberty

Grant & Shilo Messerly **

Ben & Michelle Meyer

Trevor Motley

Alice Nation

Robert & Jane Nelson

Ron & Becky Nelson

Kent & Lois Norby

Shawna Oostema

Casey Osksa **

JR & Lisa Peterson

Aeric Reilly

James T. Rocco

Jim & Cathy Rose **

Hugh Ross

Walt Sales

Kyle & Nicole Senner **

Connie Shelhamer

Gwynn Simeniuk

Daryl & Lynn Smith

Alena & Todd Standley

Don & Amelia 
Steinbeisser

Rock & Kristen Swenson

Dakota Terry

Rosy Vandivort

Karen Walton

James & Kristi Warburton

Myles Watts

Milford Wearley **

Barbara Weber

Steve & Carol Wilcox

Casey Willmore **

Frank & Jill Witt

Kelly Wyckoff

Tim Zumbrun **

** = MT Agricultural Educator
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